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TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. CLEVELAND STREET. N GHT. 1

Buffy is out on patrol, eyes scanning the streets and

al l eyways as she listens out for trouble. She passes a fenced
off tennis court, and hears the noise of running feet. Her
head snaps round.

She sees figures noving at the far side of the court, it’'s
dark but the floodlights overhead illum nate nost of the
ground.

Buffy |l ooks up at the wire fence surrounding the court. It’s
pretty high.

BUFFY
Up, up and away. ..

She hops up and grabs hold of the fence and clinbs over.
She’s down on the other side in nonents, but as her feet hit
the ground, the door leading in to the courts next to her
swings gently open - it wasn't |ocked. Buffy rolls her eyes
and races over to the other side of the court.

EXT. TENNI'S COURT. NI GHT. 2

W see a small girl, EMMLY, about six years old, in a
tattered dress and covered with cuts and scratches, as she
rattles the door on the other side of the court, trying to
get out.

There is a snarl behind her, and she spins round to see two
DEMONS, green skin, fins running along the tops of their
heads and nouths filled with fangs, dressed in black hooded
r obes.

The first denon chuckles as he takes a step towards the
trapped girl, who seens oddly cal mdespite the inpending
doom

BUFFY (O S.)
Hey!

The denons spin round to see Buffy facing them down, hands on
hi ps.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Now | know | don’'t need to tell you
boys to go pick on sonmeone your own
si ze. .

Denon #1 grow s and |eaps to the attack, Buffy blocks his

swW ngi ng punch and spins to elbow himin the gut. He wheezes
and i s knocked to the floor.
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CONTI NUED:

Denon #2 charges in with a kick, Buffy ducks underneath it
and jabs himtwi ce in the fast, dazing himand sendi ng him
stuttering backwards.

Buffy | ooks dowmn at Emm |y, keeping one eye on the denons.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Hang on! 1’1l get you out of here!

The girl nods, and Buffy steps over to the |ocked door to the
courts, and with one punch of Slayer strength blows the | ock
out .

She swi ngs the door open and Emm |y runs out, but as Buffy
turns back to the denons she’s hit by one of them stunning
her for a few seconds while they run out after the girl.

CUT TO
EXT. CLEVELAND STREET. N GHT. 3

Emm |y keeps on running but the denons are gaining on her.
Emm |y turns a corner and round the side of a building, as
Denon #1 closes in a rubbish bin lid swings out fromround
the corner and CLANG Straight into the denon’s face.

He stunbles to the ground as ELLEN steps out, a m ddl e-aged
woman wi th shoul der-1ength dark hair. She drops the |lid as
t he second denon catches up

ELLEN
(smrks)
Sorry, just taking out the trash.

The denmon grow s and takes up a fighting stance, Ellen does
the same, blowng a stray lock of hair out of her face. W
can tell she’s not a fully trained fighter, but she’s doing
her best.

Buffy is still racing to catch up

The denon feints to the | eft then punches out fromthe right,
hitting Ellen across the jaw. She staggers back but spin
ki cks back at the denon, catching it in the upper chest.

She follows this up wwth a flurry of jabs, finally

shoul derbarging the thing to the ground. Junping on top of it
to pinit down, she grabs its robes and lifts its head up to
her .

ELLEN (cont’ d)
Chasing after little girls is..
(punch)
not . .
(punch agai n)
ni ce!!
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Her third punch knocks the nonster out. There is a grow
behi nd her as Denon #1 gets back up

Buffy turns a corner and up to the street where the denons
were, intinme to see Ellen putting the snmackdown on the first
denmon. She’s yelling, as though she isn’t sure how she’s able
to fight, but the speed and power of her attacks are taking
care of the opponent.

In a few nonents, she’s punched and kicked himto the ground,
pi cki ng Denon #1 up by the front of his robes and sl anm ng
his head down to knock himout. Buffy runs up to them both,
breathless. Ellen is | ooking down at her hands in disbelief.

BUFFY
Are you okay?
ELLEN
Yeah.. yeah, |I'’mfine.
(beat)
Al ways does surprise nme when | do

t hat .

Buffy | ooks dowmn to Emm |y, who has poked her head back round
the corner, and Emmly nods and smles at Buffy, |ooking up
at Ellen.

EMM LY
(off Ellen)
Chosen.

Buffy | ooks confused, then | ooks back to Ellen, and the penny
dr ops.

BUFFY
Hey, wait a mnute.. you' re a
Sl ayer!

ELLEN
I"'ma what ?

CUT TO BLACK.

END OF TEASER

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: (2)
ACT ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. ROCKWELL AVENUE. NI GHT. 4

Buffy and Ell en wal k down Buffy's street, Ellen is carrying
the sleeping Enmily in her arns while Buffy | ooks after the
shoppi ng.

BUFFY
So in a nutshell, Ellen, that's the
way it works round here.

ELLEN
Monst ers and vanpires and things
run anmok around the city unless you

stop thenf
BUFFY
Not just me, | have a posse. Wl l,
they’'re nore like nmy A Team
real ly.
ELLEN

Wul d that nmake you Hanni bal ?

BUFFY
Yeah. Except without the cigars. O
t he cool truck

The girls share a smle. Ellen takes a deep breath - she’'s
having to take a lot in.

ELLEN
|’ ve been feeling.. strange for a
few nonths now, | wasn’t sure what
to put it down to. | got a clean
bill of health last tinme | was at
t he doctors, which | knew was weird
because | snoke and | can barely
run half a mle wi thout needing a
ventilator, and now. .
(1 ooks at the sl eeping
Emm |y and si ghs)
One day, | found little Emm |y
here. She’ d been ki dnapped from her
famly and was being chased by two
nore of those things we bunped into
tonight. As soon as | saw t hem
after her that first tinme,
sonmething inside ny just told ne |
had to stop them and told ne that
| had the power to do it. WAs that
what it was |ike for you?
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BUFFY
Kinda. The frantic feeling of panic
foll owed by a brief bout of
vi ol ence.. yeah, sounds about
right.

They arrive at Buffy’' s place. She gets her keys out and | ooks
round at ElI en.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
You’ d best cone inside for a bit,
nmeet the rest of the guys. W can
help fill you in.

Ellen shifts the weight of Enmly round and exam nes the
knuckl es on one of her hands.

ELLEN
Thanks. | skinned ny knuckles a bit
too so | should probably get that

| ooked at.

BUFFY
Nah, we Slayers heal fast. You'l
be okay.

ELLEN

"Slayer’ huh? |’ve been called a
fewthings inny life, but that's a
new one on ne..

She opens the door and they step inside.
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE. NI GHT. 5

Buffy and Ellen walk in and head for the kitchen, where we
find Dawn, Xander and Andrew.

ANDREW
And so that’'s why we know t hat
Childs wasn’t a nonster at the end
of ' The Thing.’

XANDER
Andrew, ny friend, despite your
constantly irritating presence
around here, you certainly have
your uses.

DAVWN
(sees Buffy)
Oh, hey! W have guests!

BUFFY

Everybody, this is Ellen. She’'s
pl ayi ng for Team Sl ayer.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELLEN
(benused)
Hel | o..

Xander throws her a npbck sal ute.

El l en turns and heads out the kitchen.
eyes flick open and fix Dawn with a stare.

XANDER
Xander Harris, the artist fornerly
known as ' One-Eye,’ at your
service, ma’ am

BUFFY
That’s our live-in repair guy
Xander, that’s ny little sister
Dawn and this.. well, that’s just
Andr ew.

ANDREW
Uh, hi. Is that your daughter?

ELLEN

(looks at Emmly, smles)
No, this is the dansel in distress
who, in a roundabout sort of way,
introduced ne to Buffy here. W
ought to get her a bed sonmewhere
till we can find out where her
parents are.

BUFFY
Dawn, your bed' s the best in the
house.

DAVWN
I wouldn’t know, | never get to use
it!

sure if she just saw that happen or not.

XANDER
What’' s the skinny on the new girl
then? O new worman, even.

BUFFY
Her nane’s Ell en, she’'s a | ocal who
started feeling 'strange’ a few
weeks back. .

DAVWN
Which would fit in with when WI | ow
did the Goddess of Mjo thing,
right?

As she does,
Dawn bl i nks, not

Emmly’ s
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BUFFY
Uh-huh. |’ m not sure yet why
soneone ol der than usual woul d

still get upgraded to Sl ayer power,

but I"msure we'll figure it out.
ANDREW

Are you sure she is one? A Slayer

I nmean. She is kind of.. well, old.
BUFFY

She took down two tough denons in
about six seconds flat, short of
bei ng a maj or | eague ki ckboxi ng
champion | think it’s safe to say
she’s one of us.

(beat)
O, one of, er, ne.

CUT TO
I NT. DAWN S ROOM NI GHT. 6

Ellen tenderly lays Emmly down in Dawn’ s bed and tucks her
in. Eomly wakes up and | ooks up at Ellen with sl eepy eyes.

EMM LY
Thank you.

ELLEN
That’ s okay, honey, that’'s what |’ m
here for, renmenber?

EMM LY
Knew you coul d protect ne.
(pops Ellen lightly on the
nose with her finger)
Chosen.

Ellen hasn’t realised the significance of the word yet.

ELLEN

(si ghs)
Yep, so it would seem

(beat)
Emm |y, honey, you told ne that
your parents were here in
Cl evel and, that’s why we cane here.
Can you tell me where | can find
t hem now?

EMM LY

(shakes her head)
Gone.
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ELLEN
Gone? Gone where?

EMM LY
Lost. Along tine ago. But it’s
al ri ght agai n now.

ELLEN
And why’'s that?

EMM LY
You cane to save ne. Ellen isn't
sure what to nmake of this.

ELLEN
Emm |y, sweetheart, why did you
tell nme your parents were here if

they' re..
(beat)
If they' re gone?
EMM LY
Needed to keep noving. Fromthe bad
t hi ngs.
ELLEN
You didn’t have to lie to ne,
Emm | y.
EMM LY
I know. |'’msorry.

Ell en sighs, smles and kisses Emm |y on the forehead. She
can’t stay nmad at her angelic face for long - not after
t hey’ ve been through so nuch together already.

ELLEN

Now get sone sleep, we'll talk

again in the norning.
Emm |y nods and turns on her side to curl up and go to sl eep.
El l en wal ks out, stops in the doorway to throw a | ast | ook
down at her and then heads out and back downstairs.
We stay watching the sleeping Emmly for a few nore nonents.

CUT TO

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - KI TCHEN. NI GHT. 7
El l en wal ks back into the kitchen to join the others. Buffy

is sat up on the kitchen surface, eating a slice of toast
whil e Dawn throws a few packs of food in the m crowave.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
(to Ellen)
OCh, hey. You hungry?

ELLEN
(rests against the
surface)
I think I need a drink.

DAVWN
We have juice and | enonade?

ELLEN
(grins)
Sonmething a little stronger than
t hat, honey.

ANDREW
Sunny Del i ght?

ELLEN
Coul d soneone get nme a gin and
tonic or sonmething? | just need a
little kick to try and pull all the
different bits of my brain back
t oget her.

XANDER
Comi ng right up

Xander heads for the drinks cabinet in the front room

ELLEN
So, you live here?

BUFFY
Yeah. We just noved. W used to
live in Sunnydal e, but there was a
bit of a situation down there, and
we had to pack up and nove out.
(beat)
Very rapidly.

ELLEN
Oh yeah, that epidemc, | heard
about that.

Buf fy and Dawn exchange a know ng | ook.

BUFFY
Yeah, that’s the one. W noved up
here and got a good deal on this
pl ace.

ANDREW
Because of the ghosts.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

Ell en raises and eyebrow. Buffy sighs and glares at Andrew.

BUFFY
Thank you, Andrew.
(to Ellen)

Yes. W had a slight alternate
di mensi onal ghost problem but
Wllow fixed it.

ELLEN
Have | met WI I ow?
BUFFY
Not yet, 1'Il get her over later.

WIllow s our resident Charned One,
she does all the magicky stuff.

DAVWN
(smles proudly)
And |’ m her apprentice.

BUFFY
(big sister voice)
You' re Watcher Juni or, Dawny,
you' re not WIlow mark two.

Dawn opens her nouth to retort but one | ook fromBuffy cuts
her dead. Ellen chuckles as Xander wal ks back in wth the
drink, which Ellen gratefully takes and knocks back in one
shot .

Wth an intake of breath, she puts the glass back in the sink
and turns to the others.

ELLEN
That’s nmuch better. Now, keep
talking, | can tell |’ve got a | ot
to catch up on
CUT TO
I NT. WLLOW & KENNEDY' S ROOM NI GHT. 8

Wllowis sat on the bed in their nodest apartnent bedroom
typi ng away on her |aptop. The door opens and Kennedy wal ks
in fromwork, throwing her coat off as Wllow guiltily closes
the | aptop. Kennedy noti ces.

KENNEDY
Hey, whatcha doi n?
W LLOW
Uh, nothing, | was just, uh, doing

sonme, uh, typing.
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KENNEDY

(grins)
OCh yeah? Typi ng what ?

W LLOW
Ch, it’s nothing, really, just, uh,
Scooby stuff, you know.

Kennedy joins WIlow on the bed, still grinning.

KENNEDY
W | ow Rosenberg, you are w thout
doubt the worst liar in the whole
worl d. Now | emme see!

Kennedy grabs for the | aptop and opens it with a half-hearted
effort fromWIIlowto stop her. Kennedy reads what's on the
screen.

KENNEDY (cont’ d)
A wi cca chat roon?

W I | ow nods and manages half a smle, trying not to | ook as
guilty as she feels.

W LLOW
(quiltily)
It's just, uh, something to pass
the time till you get hone from

wor k, you know, and when | don’t
have any, uh, proper things to be
doi ng. .

Kennedy smles at Wl Il ow and ki sses her on the forehead.

KENNEDY
Not hing to be ashaned of, WI. If |
could find a gay Slayer chat room
when you' re out and |’ m hone al one,
I'd be on that all the tine!

Wl low sm|es as Kennedy heads for the bathroom

W LLOW
OCh, you had a phone call while you
were out.

KENNEDY
(from bat hr oom
Yeah?

W LLOW

Yeah, | think it was your uncle,
uh, Uncle Keith?

( CONTI NUED)
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Kennedy steps out of the bathroom a blank | ook on her face.
Wl low | ooks up and sees it and tw gs that sonething s up.

W LLOW (cont’ d)

Kennedy?
KENNEDY
Huh?
W LLOW
VWhat is it? Is sonething the
mat t er ?
KENNEDY

Oh, nothing, nothing. It’'s fine.
Did he say what he want ed?

W LLOW

(forgets suspicion)
Yeah, he’s comng by to visit
tonorrow with your dad. | think
your dad’ s renenbered about that
trust fund you’ re owed.

(smles)
And | think it’s about tine we got
chance to splash out a little!

KENNEDY
(still distracted)
Yeah, yeah.

She heads back into the bathroom and cl oses the door. WI I ow
| ooks puzzled, but then opens up the laptop again and starts

typi ng.
CUT TO
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - LI VI NG ROOM NI GHT. 9

Ellen is sat on the sofa next to Buffy. Xander, Dawn and
Andr ew occupy the other chairs.

ELLEN

It was about six weeks ago when |
found Emm |ly. She was running
t hrough the streets on the other
side of towmn late at night, 1’'d
just come back from an eveni ng out
wth ny girl friends, and then
there’s this six year old kid
running across the road with two
ugly I ooking guys in black hoodi es
after her. Something just clicked.

(snaps her fingers)
| still can’t explainit, it was
i ke some kind of Spider Sense or.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
| prefer ’Slayer Sense.’ The two
share a smle

ELLEN
| took off after her, took down the
two things after her w thout
realising I had any control over
it, and then there she was. She
told nme she’d | ost her parents and
these men were after her, so |
wr apped her up and brought her back

to ny apartnment. I'mfairly new
here nysel f.

DAVWN
This is a pretty strange town at
tines..

ELLEN

I’mfinding that out. So, the past
few weeks |’'ve tried everything to
find her parents again - mssing
persons, library records, heck, 1'd
use satellite surveillance photos
if I could get them

ANDREW
| coul d probably-

A sharp look fromBuffy tells himto stop talking.

ELLEN
(changi ng the subject)
So anyway, to recap, this Hellnouth
pl ace went boom and t ook your
hometown with it, right?

XANDER
Fire, brimstone and | ots of snoke.
It | ooked great as we wat ched
t hrough the back wi ndow of the bus
we were rapidly escaping in.

ANYA (O S.)
Soneone nention the Hell nout h?

Anya wal ks through one of the walls and into the room Ellen
junps, but Buffy puts out a hand to rel ax her.

BUFFY
It's okay, that’s Anya. She’'s, uh.

ANYA
I’ma ghost. Hello. |I’'d shake hands
but | can't, because |’ m dead.

( MORE)
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(points to Andrew
| died saving him

ANDREW
Uh, yeah, she did.

ELLEN
Sounds like a regular little Addans
famly you ve got here.. any nore
nonsters | shoul d know about? You
don’t keep a crocodile in the
basenent, do you?

BUFFY
No, we don’t. Although there was
that tine in our |ast house with

the denon | left in the basenent..
ELLEN

You di d what?
XANDER

Long, long, long, long, LONG story.
ANYA

Well, nice to neet you anyway,

strange new person, |I’mgoing to go

wal k through sone nore walls now
until they find a way to nake ne
solid again.

(beat)
Al t hough.. it does nmake nme tingle
in all sorts of interesting
pl aces. .

14.

Anya wal ks out. Ellen throws a | ook at Buffy who just shakes

her head.

BUFFY
Dawn, why don’t you go grab sone
books, we need to identify
toni ght’s goons and find out what
they’' re doing here, and what they
wanted with that little girl.

Dawn nods, gets up and heads upstairs to fetch the reference

books G les |left behind for them all

ELLEN
They're pretty persistent, they've
been show ng up every few days
since | found Emm|ly. They don’t
seemto want to kill her, they're
just trying to take her away.

ANDREW
A sacrifice, maybe?

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
Coul d be.. Dawn!

DAWN (O S.)
Yeah?

BUFFY

Cross reference the denons with
cults, anything that nakes a
mention of needing children for
anyt hi ng.

DAVWN
(wal ks back into the
l[iving roomw th an
arnful of books)
No problem One night of trawling
t hrough barely readabl e arcane
books, com ng right up

ELLEN
What about Enmi|y?

BUFFY
What do you nean? Dawn | ooks up.

ELLEN
| asked her where her parents were
again, but this time she just said
they were 'gone, lost a long tine
ago.’ Do you think those things

killed thenf

BUFFY
Maybe. We’' d better keep an eye on
her till we know nore. Those things

m ght have tracked us.

ELLEN
|’ ve been doing that by nyself for
si x weeks so far, a few nore hands
on deck can only be a good thing.

Ellen and Buffy share a smle

ELLEN (cont’ d)
Well, 1"Il leave you to it.
(gets up)
"Il sleep in Enmly’s room
tonight. There's only a cat waiting
for me back home, and Jones can
take care of hinself for one night.

BUFFY

No problem we'll see you in the
nor ni ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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El | en heads upstairs.

XANDER
She seens okay, in an ass-Kkicking
hot ol der woman ki nd of way.

ANDREW
Yeah, very, er, notherly.

BUFFY
She saved that kid tonight. If she
hadn’t been there, | wouldn’t have

caught them before they got to her.

XANDER
Now all we need to do is figure out
why they wanted her, and nake sure
that you and R pley up there can
take care of them before they make
an entree out of the kid!

CUT TO
10 I NT. DAWN S ROOM NI GHT. 10

C osing shot of Ellen curled up on the bed next to the
sl eeping Emmi | y.

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT ONE

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT _TWO
FADE | N:
I NT. WLLOW & KENNEDY’ S ROOM MORNI NG 11

The girls are in bed when there is a knock at the door.
Wllowis asleep but Kennedy is w de awake. She carefully
gets out of the bed, pulls on a dressing gown and heads over
to the door, putting her eye to the peephole.

Fi sh-eyed t hrough the peephole we see Kennedy's UNCLE KEI TH
and her father, JED. Both respectabl e | ooking m ddl e aged
men, Jed in a smart suit and tie and Keith in an old coll ege
basebal | jacket and jeans.

Kennedy takes a deep breath and reaches a hand out for the
| ock on the door. She notices her hand is shaking and cl oses
her eyes, trying to steady herself.

Looking in fromthe outside, Kennedy opens the door with a
smle and nakes to give her father a hug, but he shakes her
hand i nstead. Kennedy sighs a little - it’s the |evel of
enotional involvenent she’s cone to expect with her dad.

KENNEDY
Mor ni ng, dad.
JED
Hell o there, Kennedy. |s everything
alright?
KENNEDY
I’mgood. Still in bed but
ot herw se okay.
JED
You never could get up in the
nor ni ng. .
KElI TH

Hell o there, possum

Keith smles at Kennedy and reaches out for a hug. She
doesn’t |l ook at all happy about it as he waps his arns round
her .

JED
Can we cone in?
KENNEDY
Just give ne a mnute to wake up
WII.
JED
(rai ses an eyebrow)
WIIl?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

KENNEDY
WIllow, ny, uh, roommate. W're
sharing the bed till we can get
somewhere a bit bigger!

JED
Ckay, honey, we’'ll wait here.

Kennedy shuts the door and gets back into the bed. WII ow
stirs and shifts over in the bed, |ooking up at Kennedy with
a smle as her eyes open. She yawns once and speaks.

W LLOW
(sl eepily)
Someone at the door?
KENNEDY
My dad’s here, Red, tine to get up
W LLOW
Mrkay, jus’ give ne a mnute..

Kennedy fidgets, |ooking towards the door, as WI I ow yawns
and pulls herself up out of the bed.

CUT TO
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - LI VI NG ROOM MORNI NG 12

Buffy cones downstairs in her pyjamas to find Dawn asl eep on
the living roomfloor, surrounded by the books she’ s been

| ooki ng through. Buffy smles and gently shakes her to wake
her up. Dawn jolts upright.

DAVN
Wass’' natter?

BUFFY
Br eakf ast tine.

DAVWN
yawns)
Yeah, good, breakfast, right.

Dawn stands and follows Buffy into the kitchen, her hair
sticking up.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - KI TCHEN. MORNI NG 13
Dawn follows Buffy into the kitchen as Buffy rustles up two
bow s of cereal for them both. Dawn plops the pile of books
on the kitchen counter, one of themis bookmarked and open.

BUFFY
Did you find anything out?

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVWN
How about these guys?
She hol ds up one of the books, an illustration shows one of
t he denons fromearlier
BUFFY
That’s them | never forget a face.
Especially when it tried to kill
ne.
DAVWN
(reads)

They’ re wynn denons, they' re kind
of lIike special agents for the
underworld. Do a |lot of cleaning up
for whoever they’' re working for,
renovi ng people with power or
obstacles to their plans.

BUFFY
So what do they want with Emm |y?

DAVWN

That | don’t know. |'Il see if it
mentions any kind of prophecy or
somet hi ng.

(peers down at the books)
This could take a while. These wynn
denmon guys have a long rap sheet of
denoni ¢ underworl d jobs, from
assassi nati ons and ki dnappings to
ritual sacrifices and conjuring.

(takes a gulp of O J.)
Not ni ce peopl e.

BUFFY
Does it say anything about
preferred base | ocations?

DAVWN
(reads)
Oh, like it'd be that easy..
(beat)
Uh, yeah, actually.

BUFFY
(eating cereal)

Dawn reads a little nore of the section of the book.

DAVWN
They like to pick places with the
right sorts of energy for them

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2) DAWR( cont ' d)
Wwnn denons feed on humans but they
like a certain kind of humans,
especially with high | evels of
these certain chemcals in their

system
BUFFY
VWi ch woul d be?
DAVWN
Uh. .
(grabs a piece of paper
Wi th sone notes on it)
Endor phi ns.

BUFFY
(nods)
Sports people. O 'jocks to anyone
who went to high school

DAVWN
Exactly. Find the jocks and the
spookies will be nearby. And where
do we find the biggest cluster of
jocks in this town?

CUT TO
EXT. CLEVELAND STREET. DAY. 14

We're | ooking across the street at the Fitness World gym
conplex, a large building with tall w ndows | ooking out onto
the street, displaying the exercising citizens within -
treadm | ls, row ng machi nes, exercise bikes and ot her keep
fit equipnent, all in use by rows of sweaty nen and wonen.

We | ook down as Kennedy, WIIlow, Jed and Keith pass by
beneat h us, picking themup and follow ng them down the
street.

JED
So then your nother says ’'no,
that’'d nean I’'d have to wash it
front and back!

Jed | aughs at the joke, Kennedy manages a half-hearted smle.
Keith is hanging back a little to talk to WI I ow.

KElI TH
So, you two girls stay together,
right?

W LLOW

(trying not to give too
much away)
Uh, yeah, we net |ast year and
we’' ve becone good, er, friends.

( CONTI NUED)
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KElI TH
Sounds |ike fun. Bet you two nust
get up to all sorts of m schief,
eh?

W LLOW
Uh, no, no, we're very well behaved
real ly. Kennedy works nights and |
just do this and that, you know. .
(1 aughs nervously)

JED
(turns round)
Drinks, everyone?

KElI TH
Dri nks sounds good.

W LLOW
Yeah, that’d be great.

Kennedy makes eye contact with WIIlow Kennedy' s dark | ook
doesn’t help ease the nerves WIllow s picking up on

JED
Let’s try in here.

He points his thunb towards a diner they' re stood outside.
Kennedy nods and the group head i nsi de.

CUT TO
I NT. DI NER DAY. 15
W | ow hangs back and grabs hol d of Kennedy' s armto whi sper

a fewwords into her ear. Jed and Keith wal k on ahead, Jed
snapping his fingers towards a waiter to get sonme service.

W LLOW
VWhat’'s the natter?

KENNEDY
Huh?

W LLOW

Kennedy, ny hair’s al nost standi ng
on end with the anmount of negative
energy pinging off you at the
nmonment. | can pick up on these

t hi ngs, you know.

KENNEDY
It’s nothing, trust ne. Ckay?

( CONTI NUED)
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W LLOW
(nods, but | ooks
concer ned)
Ckay.

The girls take a seat at a table with Jed and Keith. WII ow
noti ces that Kennedy seens very reluctant to sit next to
Keith so she gets between the two of them WIIow watches
Kennedy as Jed calls a waiter over.

JED
Thanks. Two beers and two cokes,
pl ease.
CUT TGO
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE. LI VI NG ROOM DAY. 16

El l en heads downstairs to see Buffy suiting up, grabbing an
axe fromthe weapons chest behind the sofa. Xander is
wat chi ng the TV.

ELLEN
(yawns)
Got sone news on our bad guys
al ready?

BUFFY
Dawn found sone information on
them says they like to nake their
nests in places near places where
humans can be found exerci sing.
They have a thing for sweat socks
and conmunal showers, apparently.

ELLEN
Sweat socks?

BUFFY
(grins)
Just kidding. There’s a big gymin
the centre of town, that’'s where we
think they' Il be.

ELLEN
Yeah, Fitness Wrld, | know the
pl ace. | have a nenbership there
which 1"ve left gathering dust in
my wall et.

BUFFY

You up for sone field work?

ELLEN
Hey, slow down, Buffy, | only found
out | was a Slayer |ast night!

( MORE)
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You told ne it takes nonths of
training to be ready for these
sorts of things.

BUFFY
Wanna be nmy wi ngman then? You can
back me up if | need it. And
hopefully get a bit of payback on
t hese denons too.

ELLEN
(beat)
Deal .

Buffy tosses a sword towards her, which Ellen catches in md-
air without thinking. As she stares at the sword, surprised
by her own reflexes, Buffy grins.

XANDER
It’s all in the refl exes.

BUFFY
Besides, half of this job is
i nstinct anyway.

ELLEN
(grins)
Let's go!
BUFFY

Dawn, Xander, watch Emm |y. Anyone
cones round for her, let nme know.

XANDER
WIl do. Go burn sone cal ories.

Buffy and Ell en | eave. Dawn watches them go, then turns back
towards the kitchen. She freezes when she sees Emm |y
standing at the top of the stairs, |ooking down on her

wi t hout blinking. Dawn stares back for a few nonents, then
wal ks away, unnerved, into the kitchen.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE. KI TCHEN. 17

Dawn heads back for the reference books spread across the
t abl etops, but as she goes to close one she notices a passage
init. She leans in closer to read it.

The passage has an illustration next to it of a human torso
covered with claw marks and wounds |i ke the ones Dawn has
been seen sporting.

Dawn stares at the book, a panicked |look starting to cross

her face. She slans the book shut as Xander wal ks in to the
ki t chen behi nd her.

( CONTI NUED)
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XANDER
Still up to the eyeballs in the old
necr onom cons, Dawny?

DAVWN
(trying to appear calm
Uh, yeah, all good over here.

XANDER
And yet, | still can’t resist those
eye j okes.

Xander grabs sonething fromthe fridge and heads back into
the living roomas Dawn tries to hide her distress.

CUT TO
I NT. DI NER. DAY. 18

As before. Jed and Keith talk to WIIlow and Kennedy. Kennedy
still I ooks unconfortable.

JED
So where’s this place you're
wor ki ng at, Kennedy?

KENNEDY
It’s called No Man’s Land, it’'s a
club for, er..
(beat)
They have bands and things,
standard ki nd of pl ace.

JED
(m ssing the point
entirely)
Sounds good, what about you,

Wl Il ow?

W | ow gul ps down her Coke nervously, and tries to think of a
convi nci ng cover story.

W LLOW
Well, I was a Sunnydal e Col | ege
student but, what with the, uh,
epidemc and all, | had to nove out

and | never finished ny degree, so
I’ mgoing to | ook for sonme work
round here once |I'’msettled in.

KElI TH
Wi ch hopefully won’t be too nuch
| onger!

KENNEDY

What do you nean?

( CONTI NUED)
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JED
That’'s why | cane out here,
Kennedy. It’s about your trust
fund. I know you didn’t part on the
best of terns with your nother, but
you' re still our daughter and we
| ove you.

He delivers that last line without a hint of enotion.

JED (cont’d)
And as your parents, we're here to
hel p you in any way we can. Which
i ncl udes the | arge sum of noney
sitting in the bank with your nane
on it.

Kennedy | ooks across to WIllow, who smles brightly. Jed is
still talking, not really paying any attention to Kennedy.

JED
You're a grown worman now, old
enough to be able to take
responsibility for your life, and
your nother and | agreed that it
was tinme we gave you access to that
noney to hel p you nake your own way
in the world.

KENNEDY
Dad, |I..

Jed holds up a hand to stop her talking.

JED
No strings attached. It’s been your
noney since the day you were born,
now it’s tinme to give you the key
to the bank, so to speak.

Kennedy smles, the first tinme she has since she was told her
father and uncle were visiting. She reaches across the table
to give her dad a hug.

KENNEDY
Thank you, daddy.

JED
(awkwardly pats her on the
back)
Uh, not a problem Kennedy.

( CONTI NUED)
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Uncl e Keith reaches over to give Kennedy a hug as well, but
the smle drops fromKennedy’'s face in an instant. Before
anyone notices, the waiter arrives wth their drinks.

CUT TO
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE. DAY. 19

Xander sits watching the TV with his feet up. Anya pops

t hrough the wall behind him but noiselessly so Xander
doesn’t notice. He junps half a mle when she speaks after
wat ching himfor a few nonents.

ANYA
Well! Don’t just sit there, Xander,
why aren’t you hel pi ng peopl e nake
me cor poreal again?

_ XANDER
(j unps)
Yow Honey, | told you not to do
t hat !
ANYA
It’'s the best way to get your
attention

Anya paces up and down the roomin front of Xander, who |eans
fromside to side as he tries to keep watching the TV.

ANYA (cont’ d)
I’mjust having a hard tine getting
used to this whol e being dead
thing. | used to be able to slap
peopl e around, and hitting things
wi th swords and cl ubs, that was
al ways invigorating and now.. now

look at ne. I’ma wisp of air. A
phantom A reflection. Reduced to
getting a cheap thrill by wal ki ng

t hrough things all day |ong! |
mean, what do | have left in this
stupid world anynore?

XANDER
(shrugs; patiently)
You're still ny Anya.

ANYA
|” m your.
(realises what he said)
Your what ?
XANDER

You're ny girl. Dead or alive,
physical or all floaty and |ight.
( MORE)
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XANDER( cont ' d)

| prefer to think of this as the
diet version of you, till we get
you all fixed up again.

ANYA
(smles)
You nean that?

XANDER

(beat)
Anya, you didn't see ne when |
heard you' d died. | wanted to run
back into the school, even as the
Hel | mouth was eating it up, just so
| could try and get you out of
there. | didn't want to never see
you agai n.

ANYA
I was very nessy. And bl oody.
(points to visible wounds)
As you can see, | was sliced open
fromhere to..

XANDER
(puts up a hand to stop
her)

Yeah, thanks, honey, | can see. The
point is, I'mglad you re back.

(beat)
| guess it’s not until you | ose
sonet hing that you realise how
precious it was to you.

ANYA
Even with the | eaving ne at the
altar thing?

XANDER
(si ghs)
W’ ve been over that..
ANYA
Yes, yes we have, sorry. | can't

wait to be solid again. First |’'m
going to slap Andrew, then | can
get back on with the sex again.
Xander’s head snaps round.

XANDER
The what ?
ANYA
(matter-of-factly)
Well, if we're going to be a couple

again, we’'ve got to get started
with all that sex again, silly!
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XANDER

(grins)
| guess we have..

She sits back, and forgetting herself for a nonent, Anya
makes to sit down next to him succeeding only in falling
strai ght through the sofa, |eaving her |egs sticking out.
Xander | ooks down at her and sighs.

ANYA

(muffled frominside sofa;
sarcastic)

Ri ght, yes, still a ghost. How
forgetful of ne.

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:

EXT. FI TNESS WORLD - REAR ENTRANCE. DAY. 20

Buffy and Ellen are at the back of the |large gymwe saw
earlier, near the bins and staff car park. Buffy |ooks around
on the ground for anything |eading down into the basenent

| evel .

ELLEN
You sure they’' |l be underground?

BUFFY
Oh yeah. If it’s a toss between
warm and fuzzy and cold, dark and
gooey, denons go for the gunge
every tinme.

ELLEN
Great. Good job these are ny old
cl ot hes t hen.

BUFFY
(finds a rusty w ndow)
Her e.

She gives it a shove but it’'s rusted shut. She w pes sone of
the dirt fromthe w ndows and peeks in.

It's the basenent |evel of the conplex, with boilers, pipes
running to and fro and nany | arge containers with spare parts
for the exercise machines and food for the cafeteria. No sign
of any denons.

ELLEN
Are we headi ng down there?

BUFFY
There’ s another gyma few mles
fromhere, but this place is
cl osest to where we saw those first
two denpns, so we start here.

Buf fy reaches back and punches the w ndow open, holding it up
so Ellen can clinb through

I NT. FI TNESS WORLD - BASEMENT. DAY. 21

Dark and cold, the basenent isn't the cosiest place in the
world. The girls pace forward slowy, eyes scanning the fl oor
for any signs of activity.

ELLEN
So what are we | ooking for?
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BUFFY
The usual . Signs of a base, like
cl ot hes, enpty food w appers,
beds. .

Wth a ROAR, a |large wnn denon junps out in front of them
bot h.

ELLEN
WIl that do?

BUFFY
Wr ks for nel

The girls leap in to the attack. This denon is tougher than
last night's goons - it swats Buffy to one side and | unges at
El |l en, who bashes her sword handle down on its forearm

The denmon howl s in pain and kicks out at her, but she nanages
to dodge it. Buffy swings in with an axe strike that catches
the nonster on the back, and as it yows Ellen punches it
squarely in the face. It gurgles once and then drops to the
floor.

ELLEN
(panting with exertion)
Whew! Quite a rush, isn't it?

BUFFY
(smles)
It has its nonents. Conme on.

The two follow the path the denon cane from past several
| arge boiler units until they reach a corner. They press

t hensel ves against the wall and Buffy peers round as they
hear voices com ng fromup ahead.

Up ahead, the basenent opens up into a snmall walled area

whi ch ei ght wnn denons have nade their hone. Pentagrans and
ot her synbols adorn the walls and floor, as one denon | ays
and |lights candles at set point on the floor. The hooded
denons are chanting as one reads passages froma book in an
uni ntel ligible | anguage.

Buffy turns to Ellen.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Ei ght of them three left, three
right and two centre. W& nove in
and split themup, try to force
theminto each other. Don't |et
them box you in. Got it?

ELLEN

(grips sword)
Got it.
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BUFFY
Fol | ow ne.

Buf fy heads round the corner, using the shadows cast by the
flickering candlelight to creep in closer. She manages to
sneak right up behind one of the chanting denons, and then
knocks himout with an axe blow to the head.

The other denobns turn and growl as they see her. Buffy hefts
up her axe and | ooks round, unflustered by the posse of
denmons as usual

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Departnment of Safety, we’ ve had
reports of naked flanmes down here?

The denons growl again and rush her.

She leaps in to the attack as one of the denons rushes into
frame towards her

CUT TGO
EXT. CLEVELAND STREET. DAY. 22
W Il ow, Kennedy, Jed and Keith are wal ki ng back to the
apartnment. Jed s nobile phone rings and he stops to answer
it.

The other three stop but he waves at themto carry on, but as
WIllow turns to go he lays a hand on her armto stop her.

JED
Mnd if | just have a word?
W LLOW
Uh, yeah, sure.
KENNEDY
I's everything okay?
JED
Just fine, you and your uncle go on
ahead, we’ll catch you up in a

m nut e.

Kennedy doesn’t | ook very thrilled about being |eft al one
with her uncle but carries on wal ki ng.

W LLOW
VWhat’'s the natter?

JED
Nothing at all, WIIow.
(beat)
I’ mnot stupid, you know.
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W LLOW
Sorry?

JED
(matter-of-factly)
| know that ny daughter is.. well,
t hat Kennedy’ s gay.

W LLOW
(taken aback)
Oh.

Jed nods once and carries on.

JED
Her nother doesn’t, but | doubt
she’ d understand. | always hal f

knew, and fromthe little |I"d heard
fromher |I'd gathered that she'd
nmet soneone down here. Seeing the
way you two have been | ooki ng at
each other gave it all away.

W LLOW
(smles; relieved)
I wasn’t sure what to say..

JED
No need. | can see you're happy
with her. My daughter’s al ways been
| oyal to her friends, so | guess
it’d go even further for someone
she cared about.

W LLOW
Yeah, Kennedy’'s.. Kennedy’s
speci al .

JED
So | just wanted to |l et you know
that | approve of it all, and it
doesn’t affect anything |’ve said
t oday.

Wl ow wasn’'t aware she needed anyone’'s 'approval’ to be gay,
but she can tell that Jed neans well, despite his clunky way
of getting the point across.

W LLOW
Ch, right. Er, yay!

They start wal ki ng again.

( CONTI NUED)



23

33.
CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

JED
I f Kennedy’s nother had cone al ong,
she’ d probably have tried to tal k
me out of giving over the noney,
which is why | brought ny brother
al ong i nstead. Kennedy’' s al ways
been a little..

(beat)

Exci tabl e. She used to nmake al
sorts of stories up about things
when she was a child, and if | know
my wife, and after twenty-five
years of marriage | think | do,
then she’d have put you down to
anot her of Kennedy's '’ phases.

WLLOWI think we can safely say it’s the real thing this
time. Jed nods and starts wal king again, the conversation was
all business for him

CUT TO
I NT. WLLOW & KENNEDY’ S ROOM DAY. 23

Kennedy unl ocks and opens the door and steps inside. Keith
foll ows her. Kennedy | eaves the door open, |ooking out for
Wl low and her father, but they' re nowhere in sight. Keith
pushes the door shut, and Kennedy junps as it slans.

KEI TH

Al one at |ast, then, possum
KENNEDY

(col d)

Don’t call me that.
KEI TH

Why not? You used to like it.
KENNEDY

I never liked it. Any of it.
KEI TH

Then how conme you never told

anyone?
KENNEDY

They never believed ne. You nmade
sure of that, didn't you?

KElI TH
Wy Kennedy, whatever do you nean?

She stares himdown. This is going to turn nasty very
qui ckly.
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KEI TH (cont’ d)
Your problem Kennedy, is a basic
| ack of respect for your el ders.
You think you and your little |ove-
in piece of stuff are going to nake
anyt hing of yourself in this world?

KENNEDY
|’ve already done nore with ny life
than you ever wll.

KEI TH
(angry) |
You’'re not going to get anywhere in
life, Kennedy! You' re a |loser, just
i ke your nother, and | intend to
tell her all about your dirty
little life down here.

KENNEDY
(1 ndi gnant)
I"’mnot dirty! I'mnot... |’ m not!
KElI TH

You are, always were. Wiy do you
think I chose you?

(1 aughs)
Did you think you were special?
That you were m ne because you were
the nost inportant? It was you
because you were nothing. Just
another dirty little girl.

KENNEDY

(teary)
You hurt ne.

34.

Kennedy is upset, she’'s struggling to hold back the tears.

Kei th keeps advancing on her, |oom ng ever bigger

her .
KElI TH
Once | tell your nother about this -
KENNEDY
Don’ t!
KElI TH

Your father may think it’s fine,
but | know that your nother won’t
| et you anywhere near that noney
when she knows what you’ ve becone.

I NT. WLLOW & KENNEDY’ S APARTMENT - STAI RS. DAY.

in front of

24

Wl ow and Jed are heading up towards WIllow s room talking.
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I NT. WLLOW & KENNEDY’ S ROOM DAY. 25

As before. Keith is backing Kennedy into a corner. W’ re not
used to seei ng Kennedy seem so vul nerable like this.

KENNEDY
(tearful)
She woul dn’t understand.. she never
did..

KElI TH
Oh, sweet, sweet Kennedy. .

He pushes her against the wall and runs a hand slowly down
the side of her face. Kennedy is al nost weepi ng.

KEI TH (cont’ d)
I think | need to catch up on | ost
time with you..

Hi s hand cones crashing down on her face, knocking her down.
He reaches a hand up again to hit her, but |ike |ightning
Kennedy’' s hand streaks out and grabs it, holding it fast in a
grip of Slayer strength. Keith | ooks back down at Kennedy.

Her eyes gaining the strength. She’'s suddenly | ooking |ike
she’s ready to kick sone ass.

KENNEDY
A | ot’ s changed since then.

EXT. WLLOW & KENNEDY' S APARTMENT - WLLOWS FLOOR. DAY. 26
Wllowis funbling in her jacket for the room keys.
W LLOW

Heh, nust have lost them they're
i n here sonewhere.

JED
Why don’t we just knock?
W LLOW
Oh, yeah, | suppose that’d work

t 0o. .
Jed grins and reaches up to knock on the door.
I NT. WLLOW & KENNEDY’ S ROOM DAY. 27

We see Keith fly backwards through the air with a yell,
slamm ng into the far wall and coll apsing onto the floor.

Kennedy vaults the bed and | eaps after him | ooking furious
with rage, stake in hand.



28

29

36.

EXT. HOTEL - QUTSI DE THE ROOM DAY. 28

Wl low and Jed | ook at each other as they hear the yell and

t hud, then Jed bangs his fist on the door as Wllow tries to
find her keys. They hear Keith shouting frominside, there's
obviously a fight going on in there and he’ s | osing.

JED
Kennedy? Kennedy! Open up! Wat’s
goi ng on?

After what seens |ike an eternity, as nore shouts and crashes
conme frominside the room WIIlow finds her keys and tries to
open the door. She funbles first tinme and drops them but
manages the second tine to throw the door open

I NT. WLLOW & KENNEDY’ S ROOM DAY. 29

The place is a ness, the way it would | ook after Kennedy had
spent a few m nutes throwi ng soneone around it. Kennedy has
Keith in an armlock, he’'s face down on the floor with her
knee buried in the back of his neck.

She twists his arm back sone nore and he shouts with pain.
She hardly notices Jed and WI I ow standi ng, shocked, in the
door way.

JED
Kennedy! What the hell are you
doi ng?! ?

KENNEDY
| have to finish it... he has to
pay. .

Keith howls in pain as Kennedy cracks his arm back anot her
not ch.

W LLOW
Kennedy, what are you -

KEI TH
Jed, get her away fromne, she’s
gone crazy!

KENNEDY
(to Jed; scream ng)
Wiy are you listening to hinf? You
al ways listened to him Never to
me!

JED
You're about to kill hinl
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KENNEDY
Because he hurt ne! It’d be all he
deserves!
(to Keith; tearful)

Tell himwhat you did to ne! \Wen |
was still at hone. Tell him how you
used to stay over and sneak into ny
room How you’ d-

She can’t take this. She cracks his arm back again and Keith
yow s in pain.

KENNEDY (cont’ d)
(to Keith, furious)
Tell himthe truth.. or | swear
I"I'l kill you right now

Bef ore anyone can react, she flips himround and raises the
stake, ready to attack himwith it. WIlow comes to her
senses and |lets a hasty defensive spell fly.

W LLOW
D spersum

Kennedy i s knocked backwards, | anding on her ass. Keith

sl unps agai nst the dresser, his face bl oody. Kennedy sits,
tears rolling dowmn her cheeks as Wllow starts to tear up as
wel | .

Jed | ooks fromKeith to Kennedy, his face a ness of
confusion. WIllow s hands are over her nouth as she tries to
stay in control

W LLOW (cont’ d)
(also in tears)

Kennedy?
KElI TH
(dazed)
Il didit.. | didit.. I"msorry,

I"msorry, | didit..

Jed stares in shock. Keith is bruised and beaten, and Kennedy
| oners her head, majorly hurt, very angry... but nostly just
in pain. Jed | ooks down to his brother, the awful truth
slowy starting to dawn on him

JED
Keith?

KEI TH

(sobbi ng)
I"’msorry.. I'msorry..
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JED
(trying to keep control)
Keith.. what did you do?

KENNEDY
(sobbi ng)
| always tried to tell you.. but
you never |istened.. it was al ways

your stupid business over ne, or
the dinner party nomwanted to go
to.. anything except your own
daughter! Mmry never wanted
anything to spoil her perfect
little life.. You just used to say
I was making up stories.. but it
was all true! Al of it!

Jed | ooks ashen - she’d always tried to tell himbut he d
never |istened. Kennedy |eaps up and races past him headi ng
outside. WIllow junps up and runs after her.

Jed | ooks down at the battered formof Keith, not sure
whet her to speak or start kicking himhinself. Hs fists
bunch up, but despite shaking with rage he stays in charge.

JED
(to Keith)
You.. to ny own daughter..

EXT. OUTSI DE THE ROOM DAY. 30

Kennedy is sitting at the foot of the stairs that lead up to
their apartment’s floor, curled up and sobbing. WIIow runs

up to her and stands hel pless for a nonent, not know ng what
to do. Her instinct takes over and she crouches down next to
Kennedy, putting her arns round her.

Kennedy | eans across and buries her face in WIllow s chest.
W Il ow cl oses her eyes and holds her as tight as she can, her
own eyes wet with tears.

W LLOW
(softly)
Ssh. Baby, it’'s all okay now. |I'm
here. I’ve got you. You' re safe.
CUT TO
I NT. FI TNESS WORLD - BASEMENT. DAY. 31

As before - Ellen and Buffy in pitched battle with the wnn
denmons. Only three are left - Buffy on two and Ell en on the
ot her.

As we watch, Ellen gets a good swipe in with her sword and
her denon falls to the floor.

( CONTI NUED)
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She | eaps over to help Buffy, as Buffy is shoved to the fl oor
and her two denons nmake a run for it.

ELLEN
Buf fy!

BUFFY
(pi cking hersel f up)
I"’mfine, don't let them get away!

Acting on instinct, Ellen grabs Buffy’'s axe from her hand and
throws it towards the escaping denons. It hits one square in
the back, and as he falls to the ground he hits the second
and they hit the deck together.

Buffy whistles appreciatively - for a newbie, Ellen s proving
she’s got the right stuff to be a Slayer.

ELLEN
(mock synpat hy)
Qops, sorry!

BUFFY
You sure you’' ve never done this
before? You ve even got the one-
i ners down.

ELLEN
(still not used to her new
powers, but liking it)
I’ma quick |earner.

El l en reaches out a hand and hel ps Buffy up. They wal k over
to the | ast denon, struggling to shift the weight of his dead
conrade. Buffy puts her size six shoe down on his neck to pin
himto the floor.

BUFFY
Start tal king. Who are you, what
are you doi ng here, and why do you
denmon cults always have that candl e
and pentagram fetish?

The denon grins and coughs beneath her foot.

DEMON
(coughi ng)
You're too |ate, Slayer..

ELLEN

(grins)
Whi ch one?

DEMON
We know where you’ ve hidden the
Oracle, and ny brothers will be
t here soon.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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(chuckl es)

W' Il shut that interfering girl up
for good!

BUFFY
Grl?2

Ellen’s face drops as she realises who he neans.

ELLEN
Emm | y!
(grabs denon by his
t hr oat)
VWat is the "Oracle’ ?

BUFFY
Ell en, conme on, we’ve got to get
back! If nore of those things are
on their way to the house, we’' ve
got to get back now

ELLEN
Tell ne!
DEMON
(1 aughs)
Never . .

El I en punches the denon, knocking himout. She gets up as
Buffy is al ready noving back towards the w ndow.

ELLEN
Are we just gonna | eave them here?
BUFFY
W'l clean up |l ater, conme on
Ellen foll ows her over to the
W ndows.
CUT TO
32 I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE. DAY. 32

There is a knock on the door. Xander goes to open it, but
hears Emmily calling himfromthe top of the stairs.

EMM LY
(frightened)
Those teeth.

XANDER
(puzzl ed)
It’'s okay, sweetie, it’s just the
door .

( CONTI NUED)
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He opens the door to be faced by four wynn denons, who grin
and show their teeth.

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT THREE

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
EXT. ROCKWELL AVENUE. DAY. 33

Buffy and Ell en race along the street and up to Buffy’'s
house. The front door is w de open, and Buffy dashes i nside.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE. DAY. 34

Buffy screeches to a halt as she sees Xander, flat on his
back and out cold, on the living roomfloor. Anya is standing
over him waving her arns hel pl essly.

ANYA
Help him | can’t wake himup
because | can’t slap him

BUFFY
(kneel s by Xander)
Xander. Xander!
(slaps himlightly)
Wake up, Xander!

Ell en enters the house and races upstairs.

ELLEN (O S.)
Emm |l y? Emmi|y!
XANDER
(sits up and groans)
Oow. .
BUFFY
Xander, what happened?
XANDER
(groggy)

Four of those denon boys showed up
and did a Van Danme on ne.. where’s
Dawn?

DAWN (O S.)
" m here.

Buffy turns to see Dawn energing fromthe cupboard underneath
the stairs.

BUFFY
Are you okay?

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVWN
(nods)
| heard themcomng in and laid | ow
in here, | knew | couldn't help

Xander by nyself so | was trying to
call WIIlow and Kennedy, but
they’ re not answering their phones.

ELLEN
(runni ng back downstairs,
pani cked)
She’ s gone.

BUFFY
They took Emm | y?

ELLEN
I’ mgoing after her

BUFFY
Ellen, wait!

Ellen’s already out the door and running as Buffy hel ps
Xander back up.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Anya, what happened?

ANYA
They laid out Xander and then went
| ooking for that little girl. She
was surprisingly quiet, considering
she was bei ng ki dnapped by four
very angry | ooking wnn denons.
They like to eat babies, you know.

BUFFY
(snaps)
Anyal

ANYA
(1 ndi gnant)
What ? They do!

XANDER
You' d better get after her, Buffy,
t hose guys were pretty tough.
BUFFY
Stay here. Don’t nove. If they cone
back.. Well, hopefully they won't.

Buffy junps up and runs out of the house after Ellen.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
That’'s just |ike her. Al ways
runni ng around when there’s wounded
people to | ook after!

CUT TO
EXT. CLEVELAND STREET. DAY. 35

Sticking to the shadows, the four denons and the captive
Emm |y weave their way down al ong al |l eyways and back towards
the Fitness Wirld centre.

ELLEN (O S.)
Hey!

They stop and turn. Ellen is standing at the end of the
al l eyway they’ve run down, sword in hand.

ELLEN (cont’ d)
(coolly)
Let her go.

Two of the denobns snarl and break off towards her. Poised to
fight, she takes themboth on, felling one with her first
sword chop and tradi ng punches with the second till he falls.
Buf fy catches up

BUFFY
Where did they go?
ELLEN
That way, back towards the gym |
t hi nk.
BUFFY
Let's go!

They run after the denons.
CUT TO
I NT. FI TNESS WORLD - BASEMENT. DAY. 36

The two remai ni ng denons are hastily trying to put the
cerenony back together, relighting candl es and kicking the
dead bodies of their brothers to one side. They lay Emm |y
down in the centre of the pentagram one of them draw ng
arcane synbols on her skin as he chants.

EXT. FI TNESS WORLD - REAR ENTRANCE. DAY. 37
Buffy and Ellen arrive at the wi ndow entrance to the basenent

and | eap down. Weapons ready, they race across the enpty
fl oor and towards the denon’s base they discovered earlier.
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I NT. FI TNESS WORLD - BASEMENT. DAY. 38
One denon chants and reads fromthe sanme book as last tine as
the other raises a |arge knife above Emm|y. She still seens
oddly cal mabout it all. The knife-w el ding denon i s poi sed,

ready to stri ke, when WHAM - Ellen’s sword shoots through the
air and straight into his chest.

Wth a gasp he keels over backwards. The |ast denon | ooks up
and stops reading.

The two girls are here just in time, Buffy grinning as she
pats the recovered axe in her hand. Buffy throws a | ook of
nock synpat hy at the denon.

BUFFY
Oh, I'msorry, did we break your
concentration?

The denon gets up and runs for it. Ellen goes to chase after
hi m but Buffy holds out an armto hold her back.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Let himgo. Not worth it.

Ell en heads for Emm |y, picking her up and carrying her back
over.

EMM LY
| knew you’ d cone.

ELLEN
| promised, didn't 17?

BUFFY
(deep breath)
Emm |ly? Are you the Oracle?

Emm |y nods. Ellen | ooks across at Emm Iy, not sure what to
make of it all.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
What does that nean? And why were
t hose denons trying to kill you?

EMM LY
|l ce cream

ELLEN
Huh?

EMM LY
Back hone for ice cream Then talk.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELLEN
(smles)
What ever you say, honey.

Buffy returns the smle as the trio | eave the basenent.

CUT TO
I NT. WLLOW & KENNEDY’ S ROOM DAY. 39

The girls sit on the bed, Kennedy is half |lying down with her
head in Wllow s lap, as WIlow strokes her hair. Jed is
paci ng up and down the room nmaking a call on his nobile
phone.

JED

Yes, that’s right, officer. kay,
t hank you.

(hangs up)
Well, they’ re keeping himdown at
the station now. He's being charged
i n the norning.

(1 ooks guilty)
| guess that’'s that. As much as
t hat can change anyt hi ng that

happened.
KENNEDY
(mut ed)
Just go.
JED
What ?
KENNEDY

Pl ease, daddy, just go.

Jed kneel s down next to Kennedy, squeezing her hand.
Kennedy's face is blank - she’s just poured out years of
enotion and rage in one go, and it’s taken the fight out of
her .

W Il ow has gone into damage control - not saying anything,
just cradling Kennedy' s head and stroking her hair
confortingly.

JED
I’mknow | can’t ask you to forgive
me for not listening to you al
t hose years ago, Kennedy. But at
| east he’s going to pay for it al
now.

Kennedy nods.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LLOW
Are you gonna be okay, baby?

KENNEDY
Soneday.

Jed nods sadly and gets up. He | ooks awkward, but Kennedy
reaches a hand up to him

JED
I’mso, so sorry, honey. |'d better
go. Il cone back again soon.

Lacki ng anything else to say, Jed turns and goes, shutting
the door and leaving the two girls to it.

W LLOW
Wiy didn’t you ever tell ne?
KENNEDY
I was never sure any of it really
happened. | was so young... it was

like a really bad dreamthat would
happen every so often and I... |
knew that if | thought it wasn't a
dreamthen it would be real, and it
real Iy happened. ..

W Il ow | ooks tearful as Kennedy conti nues.

KENNEDY (cont’ d)
. and if it really happened then
that nmakes ne a victim That nakes
me... dirty. Just another dirty

girl.

W LLOW
Ch, baby. .

WIllow starts to cry as Kennedy sits up and holds her. Tine
for her to be strong again.

KENNEDY
But I know |'mnot dirty, WIIow
(beat)
Not with you.
They enbrace.
CUT TO
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - KI TCHEN. DAY. 40

Emmly sits at the kitchen counter, eating a big bow of ice
creamas Ellen and Buffy watch. Dawn i s washi ng di shes.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELLEN
Hard to think such a little ange
woul d have so much trouble
foll owi ng her.

BUFFY
(1 ooki ng at Dawn)
Troubl e al ways foll ows the ones you
| east expect it to. The sisters
share a smle

ELLEN
So, Enmly, | think we’ve fulfilled
our side of the bargain.

Emm |y nods and grins as she finishes the last of the ice
cream

ELLEN (cont’ d)
So now why don’t you tell us what
the Oracle is?

(beat)
O, | nean, what you are.
Ellen is clearly struggling with the concept of Emm |y being
anything other than a little girl.
EMM LY

Vessel of information. Fromthe
Powers That Be down to the Chosen
One.

Ellen and Buffy | ook at each other - these aren’t the kind of
wor ds your average six year old uses! Dawn’s eyes w den.

EMM LY
Lots of Chosen Ones now. Maybe too
many. Bal ance is tilting too far.
Change nust cone. WII| conme soon.

BUFFY
Change?

EMM LY
It is free. It is here.

Buffy shivers, as do Ellen and Dawn - all three felt a cold
air just pass through the room

ELLEN

Whew, felt |ike soneone just wal ked
over ny-
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BUFFY

Ellen! No. Bad luck to say that.

(to Emm | y)

VWat is free?
EMM LY

Can’t say now. Maybe soon.
DAV

Emm |y, are you human?
BUFFY

Dawn!
DAV

What? It’s a valid question! |
nmean, is she |ike ne, sonething
magi cal made into a human, or is
she sonet hing el se?

EMM LY
Not quite |ike you. Human body, not
human soul. WII al ways need
prot ecti ng.

ELLEN
Lots of people out to get you, huh?

EMM LY
(nods)
Lots and lots. Want to stop ne
telling Chosen Ones things they
need to know.

ELLEN
Well then, | guess you're stil
going to need soneone to | ook after
you, aren’'t you?

Emm |y | ooks over to Ellen and smles. Ellen smles back.

EMM LY
Sorry | never told you.
ELLEN
(si ghs)
That’'s okay. | guess | wouldn’t
have understood until now. So your
par ents.
EMM LY

Don’t have any. Have people |ike
you, who | ook after ne. Changes a
| ot. Made sure you' d fine ne.
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Ellen grins as a ot of things that have happened recently
start to make sense - bunping into Enmly, neeting Buffy -
all part of Emmly’'s plan.

ELLEN
(ruffles Emmly’s hair)
You can expect nme to stick around
for a while yet, honey. Emmly

sm | es.
EMM LY
I know I’ be safe now.
DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. SUMVERS' RESI DENCE - LIVING ROOM NI GHT. 41

Ellen wal ks in, her coat on and a bag over her shoul der.
Buffy stands up fromthe sofa to greet her. Enmly is wal king
al ongsi de her. Dawn, Anya, Xander and Andrew are in the room
too, watching the new arrival set off on her way again.

ELLEN
Al set.

BUFFY
Are you sure about this? | nean
while you're here, you’ ve got al
of us to call on, if you keep

nmovi ng you'll only ever have
yoursel f.

ELLEN
It’s the best thing to do. If |
stay in one place, they' Il just

keep sending people after ne. If we
keep novi ng, we have a better
chance. | figure we’'ll stay in town
alittle while longer so | can set
up sonmewhere else for us, then

we' |l head on.
EMM LY
(proudly, off ElIlen)
Chosen.
ELLEN
(smles)

Absolutely. Little Emmly here
needs soneone to keep an eye on
her, and who better than a brand
new Sl ayer?

Andr ew | ooks as though he needs to speak.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANDREW
How conme you're a Sl ayer, though?
We never did find that out, because

they’'re normally, like, all, uh.
ELLEN
\What ?
ANDREW
(tries to choose right
wor d)
Young.

Ellen throws a sideways | ook at Andrew s | ack of tact.

ANYA
The spell, you silly little man.
The one that nmade W1l ow go all
spooky.

ANDREW
No, | nean, she’s, well, older than

any of the others.

ANYA
Oh, that.

EMM LY
She m ssed her turn.

BUFFY
Huh?

EMM LY

Meant to be a Potential when
younger, but the Sl ayer she was
nmeant to take over fromlived

| onger. When that Slayer went away,
a new one was chosen.

ELLEN
I"ve felt |ike the odd one out ny
whole life so far, guess that neans
t hi ngs never change!

BUFFY
You know how to contact us if you
need anyt hi ng?

ELLEN
By phone, and by her.
(1 ooks down at Emm |y)
She says she can contact you tele-
what was it, honey?
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EMM LY
Tel epat hi cal | y.

ELLEN
That's it.

There is the beep of a car horn outside. Ellen | ooks out
t hrough the front w ndow and sees a pair of headlights
wai ti ng outsi de.

ELLEN (cont’ d)
Sounds |i ke our cab is here. Thanks
for everything, Buffy. | know it
was kind of brief, but..

BUFFY
It’s okay.

They hug.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Don’t be gone |long, Ellen.

ELLEN
Come on, Em

Ellen lifts Emmly up to carry her, but as Emm |y waps one
armround Ellen’s neck she beckons to Dawn with her free
hand. Dawn | eans in as Emm |y whispers sonething in her ear.

Dawn | ooks a little startled and steps back as El |l en heads
for the door. Xander opens it.

ELLEN
Well, so long you guys, hope this
whol e Hel | nout h thing works out
better for you than |ast tine.

BUFFY
Yeah, the whole of O evel and
falling into the earth m ght be a
little harder to explain.

XANDER
Goodbye, El Il en.

El l en heads out the door. Emm |y throws one | ast | ook at Dawn
as she leaves, and Dawn is startled again. Buffy closes the

door, and we hear a car door shut outside and Xander’'s taxi
drive away.

ANDREW
She seened ni ce.

Dawn isn't so sure.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVWN
That little kid was creepy.
BUFFY
Ch, Dawn, cone on, she was just a

kid.

(beat)
Who, admttedly appears to be a
nmessenger fromthe higher powers
and said sone very creepy things
about us..

ANYA
Vell, if the worst cones to the
worst, then this town gets eaten
too and we npve on to the next one,
right?

Everyone | ooks at Anya, then | eaves the room

ANYA (cont’ d)
Ri ght ? Hey!

Buffy cl oses the kitchen door, blocking Anya fromview. There
is athud as Anya hits the door.

ANYA (cont’ d)

ow
(beat)

ow? OM Hey! Hey! | said "ow! |

could say "ow ! | can-
She steps through the door as usual. She | ooks round,
realises she’s still non-corporeal and pouts.

ANYA (cont’ d)
Rat s.
CUT TGO

I NT. DAWN S ROOM NI GHT. 42

Dawn sits on her bed, |ooking spooked out as she renenbers
what Emm |y said to her

CUT TO

FLASHBACK - In the living roomearlier as Ellen was | eaving.
Emm |y beckons to Dawn, and Dawn |leans in to |isten. CLOSE ON
Emmly s lips next to Dawn’s ear, whispering so noone el se
can hear.

EMM LY
|’ msorry about your life, howit’'s
been, howit’ll end. It wasn't

supposed to be this way.

( CONTI NUED)



54.
CONTI NUED:

Dawn | ooks at Enmily, confused and startled, as Ellen heads
for the door, taking Emmly with her.

We pull back from Dawn as we hear Emm |y’ s |ast words echo
around us.

EMM LY (V.Q) (cont’d)
(whi spered)
It wasn't supposed to be this way.

CUT TO

I NT. WLLOW & KENNEDY’ S ROOM NI GHT. 43

As Sarah McLachlan’s "Perfect Grl" plays through the scene,
W Il ow and Kennedy lie on the bed, WIlow s arnms w apped
around her girl. Their eyes are open, both thinking. No nore
tears. Kennedy's fingers trace WIllow s as they interl ock.

Wllow lifts her head, then lowers it closer to Kennedy as
they lie - peacefully. Together.

CUT TO BLACK.

END OF SHOW




