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BUFFY THE VAMPI RE SLAYER

" Payback"
TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. PARK - DAY
The canera pans fromthe light in the sky to WLLOW sitting

on a bench, reading froma book. She | ooks transfixed, that
is until XANDER takes a seat next to her, NUDA NG her

W LLOW
These books Gles left are just..
usel ess.

XANDER
Unh, WII... |I"ve been through that

one al ready.

She SHOOTS hima | ook, then closes it, dropping it down on
t he bench.

XANDER ( CONT’ D)
Maybe Dawn’s having nore | uck.

W LLOW
She does seem quite the Watcher-
wannabe.
XANDER
Well, she’s good at it.
W LLOW
(si ghs)

It's just, Emm |y showed Buffy a

vision of what it was |ike back

then and that’s what it could be

like right now, unless we find

sonet hi ng on what’s goi ng on.
(beat)

It’'s just so exhausting.

BUFFY (O S)
(rmuf fl ed)
Yeah. |I'’mgetting that!



ANGLE: W LLOW

Turns to see Buffy fighting with a big blue-ish denon, with
tentacles. It’s obvious they ve been westling for sone tine
NOW.

XANDER
You wants sone help with that?

The denon gets Buffy in a headl ock and she struggles to
break free, her eyes dart to the axe |eaning against the wall.

BUFFY
Weapon... now. .. please.

Xander lazily noves to it. He picks it up and THROANS it to
Buf fy, who manages to LEAP up into the air, breaking | oose
of the denon’s grip, and grabs the axe. She |ands on her
feet, turning to face it.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
Loser.

She SWNGS it, decapitating the denon. The canera | ooks up
at Buffy and then WI Il ow and Xander as they cone into frane.
They wait for a nonent.

W LLOW
He’'s not a "poof-y" denon, is he?
BUFFY
Don't think so. W’ll have to bury
hi m
XANDER

And the fun keeps on com ng.

The trio return to the bench, with books stacked up and
papers |ying about everywhere.

BUFFY
So we’ve still got nothing on the
new evil - a-brew ng?

W LLOW
No. A big fat nothing.

XANDER
Makes ya ki nda wi sh Angel was stil
around. He was ol d enough to
remenber a | ot of nasties.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



3 CONTI NUED

XANDER ( CONT’" D)
(beat)
You know, with himbeing one.

Buffy |l owers her eyes to the ground.

BUFFY
| don’t think we can really trust
Angel at the nonent.

XANDER
Wiy, cos he’s boss of an evil |aw
firmthat is planning its very own
apocal ypse and could destroy us all?

He doesn’t conti nue.

W LLOW
(to Buffy)
So what are you gonna do if he
wants to contact you or... sonething?
BUFFY

Until we know for sure that he
hasn’'t been turned to the dark
side, we'll do whatever it takes to
put himoff track.

A beat.
W LLOW
|l ce creant
BUFFY
Ch yeah!
XANDER

Gve it to ne.

Wllow pulls out a tub of ice creamand three spoons. They
all beginto dig in as the canera slowy pulls away.

4 I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - BASEMENT

Dark and dusky, just as it always is. W are facing the

wal |, where a rectangle is still visible fromwhen Xander
drew it on. W just stare at that for a nonent until
suddenly --

A FLASH of red crackling energy runs along the lines of
chal k, creating what | ooks |ike a portal.

( CONTI NUED)
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And as it begins to grow stronger - it dissipates. On this

BLACK QUT.
5 END OF TEASER



ACT ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. DOMNTOM - DAY

The streets are busy with eager shoppers and people on their
way to places we have no way of know ng. Anpbngst the crowds
are DAWN and JODY, strolling along the sidewal k.

JOoDY
VWhat about hi nf?

Dawn turns to see a young, good | ooking guy wal k past them
She shrugs.

DAVW
Not bad.

JODY
Not bad? Dawn, you’re way too picky.
Just grab a guy and... grab his...

DAWN
Ckay, enough.

They share a smle

DAWN ( CONT’ D)

I|’mjust not in the guy nood at the
nmonent, you know? It’'s like I'"ma
non- guy-magnet. O, they' re not the
magnets... and |I’mnot netal ..

(beat)
O | could conme up with a better
anal ogy if you gave ne nore tine.

JOoDY
| get it. | do. But you don’t wanna
be al one forever, Dawn. |’ve been

there and it’s not good for the soul.

DAV
| mnot al one.

JODY
Ri ght. You got famly.

DAV
And friends. And a whole | ot of --

She stops, seeing sonething up ahead. Jody doesn't see it
t hough, and | ooks puzzl ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOoDY
What is it?

DAV
Anya.

They continue forward until they cone to ANYA, staring ahead
through a shop wi ndow at a bridal dress. She doesn’t turn to
Dawn and Jody or even notice their existence at all, she

just stares

Anya sl owy
t akes a whi l
a smle.

Anya doesn’t

expr essi on.

at the dress.

DAWN ( CONT’ D)
Anya?

comes out of her gaze and turns to Dawn. It
e for her to regain herself but she does, forcing

ANYA
Whoa. Miust have drifted off there.
DAV
Yeah. Are you okay?
ANYA
Absol utely... yes, yes. I'mfine.
Great even. Top of the world.
(beat)
You?
_ DAVWN
(wi gged)
Sane.
ANYA

Geat. Geat. Good.
(sees Jody)
Ch, it’s the gay boy.

DAWN
Yeah, we don’t actually call himthat.

JODY
W like to call ne Jody. It’'s a
whol e thing where ny parents gave
me a name and we tend to use that.

respond, just looks at himwth an inquisitive

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

A | ong beat.

(2)

DAVWN
So you’'re not with Xander? | nean,
I woul d have thought you d be
getting in as nuch quality tine as
you coul d now that you're solid.

ANYA
(di stracted)
Things aren’t always what they seem

ANYA ( CONT’ D)
| have to go... away... now.

She wal ks of f down the sidewal k, |eaving Dawn and Jody
staring after her.

JOoDY
That was wei rd.
DAV
Yeah. ..
(beat)

W' d better get those books.

JODY
Ri ght. Now, you’'re gonna have to
run nme through this whole thing
again cos I'mnot getting the basics.

DAWN

In a nutshell ? Before humans, there
wer e denons, we call themthe Ad
Ones. They ruled the world, blah
bl ah, and were pushed back as man
came to take it over.

(beat)
Since we noved to O evel and we’ ve
been getting a | ot of strange
t hi ngs happen cos, well we do al
live on a Hell nouth, but Gles
seens to think one of the A d Ones
is trying to nmake its return.

(beat)
And that would be a bad thing. So
we have to find out which one it
is, howit plans to return, and how
we can stop it before we're al
Killed.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 3)

JODY
Ri ght.
(beat)
But "'mstill not clear on the
Hel | mout h t hi ng.

DAV
Just wal k.

She ushers himforward with a roll of the eyes.

CUT TO
I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - LOUNGE
The door opens to reveal Buffy stepping through. She sets
down the axe by the wall and continues through to the | ounge
where she’'s startled to see JACKSON

BUFFY
Hey, | didn’t know you woul d be --

She stops, seeing sonething wong. She goes to him noticing
his troubl ed expression.

BUFFY ( CONT’ D)

What is it?

JACKSON
| don’t know. | can... feel
sonething. Buffy... | don’t feel
right.

BUFFY
Are you sick?

JACKSON
No.

(beat)

It was you.

She tilts her head, unsure of what he’s tal ki ng about. She
noves himto the sofa and they both take a seat.

BUFFY
VWhat was me?

JACKSON
You did this. Wien we nade | ove,
you woke sonet hi ng i nside of ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
I did...
JACKSON
| saw it, when | touched you. | saw
what you saw.
(beat)

The worl d when The Source rul ed
over. O at least, that part of the
world. Fire. That's all there was.
| mrense, consumng fire.
(beat)
W can't |let that happen again
Buffy. W have to stop what’s com ng.

BUFFY
W will. W always do.
(beat)
And you saw what Emm |y showed ne?
How i s that possible?

JACKSON
| don’t know.
(beat)
Ki nda creepy, huh?

BUFFY
| guess we’re connected.

Jackson turns to her with a faint smle. He takes hold of
her hand and keeps it in his.

JACKSON
Everything’s been a little crazy
|ately and | haven’t been able to
talk to you the way |’ ve want ed.

BUFFY
| know. W’I| get around to it. W
really need to get on the research
wagon t hough.

JACKSON
Al ready there.

He points to a stack of books and she sm | es.

BUFFY
Ever feel |ike you re getting way
too old, way too soon?

( CONTI NUED)
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10.

CONTI NUED:  (2)

JACKSON

The research does put a danpener on
t he eveni ng.

(beat)
You’ ve got everyone wor ki ng on
this, right? | nean, Gles is back
i n Engl and di gging up stuff, and
the rest of the gang is all reading
and researchi ng?

BUFFY
Yeabh.

JACKSON
Ckay.

He STANDS, dropping his book.

JACKSON ( CONT' D)
|’ m gonna go.

BUFFY
What ? You' re | eaving ne?

JACKSON
Meet ne back at ny place in an hour
or two, okay?

BUFFY
What are you pl anni ng?

JACKSON
Just do it, okay?

BUFFY
Ckay.

Jackson |l eans in and kisses her on the cheek. He holds in
that position for a nonent, then heads out of the door
Buffy |1 ooks on after himand sighs.

ANDREW ( Q. S)
He's so romanti c.

Buffy turns to see Andrew | eaning in the other doorway. He’'s
staring after Jackson, nmuttering to hinself.

BUFFY
It’s you.

He qui ckly snaps out of his daze and smles, carrying in a
pil e of books.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 3)

ANDREW
| got bored up in ny roomall by
nyself and | heard voices so..

BUFFY
You found anything? O, just a
nmention of this Source?

ANDREW
| found sonething but it was spelt
the different kind of sauce... and
| think the page was from a cooki ng
book.

BUFFY

(si ghs)

W can't let this thing free.

ANDREW
W won't. W'll always stop it, right?

Buffy runs her fingers through her hair and rubs her eyes,
tired, exhausted.

BUFFY
| can’t wait for this thing to
attack. W have to stop it at the
begi nni ng, before anynore |ives are

| ost.

ANDREW
Ckay, | get it. W'll stop, we'll
party, we'll do a little dance of
the tribal kind and then... we'l]l
feast.

Buffy looks at himwth a "what the hell are you talking
about" expression.

ANDREW ( CONT’ D)
And now |’ m gonna research

He dives back into his book as Buffy turns to the w ndow,
gazing out into the daylight, thinking things over.

CUT TO
I NT. MAG C STORE
Wl 1l ow and Xander push the door open and walk into the old
and dusky shop. They | ook around at all the exotic pieces,
i ngredi ents, skulls.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Wllowis |like a kid in a toy shop, gleefully bouncing from
one di splay to anot her

Xander | ooks at a bottle of yellow fluid, pulls the cork out
and takes a sniff.

XANDER
Hey, what’'s this?

WIllow noves to himand reads the |label, which is in Latin.
She sm | es.

W LLOW
Yak’ s uri ne.

XANDER
Oh dear God!

He puts it back and wipes his nose. He follows WIllow to the
books section of the shop where they see soneone el se
browsing. She is FIONA DELUCA, a pretty and young girl

XANDER ( CONT’ D)
Why urine?

W LLOW
Don't be a wuss, Xander.

Fi ona notices WIIlow and edges cl oser, curious.

FI ONA
You' re her.

W LLOW
Huh? H . Huh?

FI ONA
You're WIllow, aren’t you?

W LLOW
Yeah. Do | know you?

FI ONA
No, God no. There’s no reason you
woul d, but you..

She searches in her pocket and pulls out an anulet. She
passes it to WIllow, who s |Iooking real w gged.

( CONTI NUED)
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A | ong beat.

13.

(2)

FI ONA ( CONT' D)
| offer you this as a gift. You
don’t need to keep it of course,
you' re beyond gifts.

W LLOW
No. Liking gifts but... who are you?
FI ONA
My nane is Fiona and | practice the
arts.
W LLOW
(ent hused)
You do?
XANDER
Ch boy.
FI ONA

" m nowhere near as gifted as you
but we can try. We can follow.
That’s what | do, | follow, and I
pray to you.

XANDER
You what now?

W LLOW
Pray? To ne?

FI ONA
Yes. You are beyond the nornal
limts, beyond nortals. You are
wi th them now.

W LLOW
Ch, right, I'mwth them
(beat)
Who t henf?

FI ONA
The hi gher ones.
(beat)
You are a CGoddess.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (3)
XANDER
(to WIIlow
" m not bow ng.

| NT. SHAW RESI DENCE - BEDROOM

The lights are off, the only thing
but darkness are candl es scattered
pl aces the | ast one down and | ooks

He's pleased with it and begins to
shadow crossing the wall. He steps

of thing can only lead to badness and clich@ of horror

14.

CUT TO
10

maki ng this room not hi ng
around everywhere. Jackson
around at his creation.

turn but is stopped by a
back, knowi ng this kind
novi es.

H s eyes scan the room and sees a couple of newly carved

stakes sitting on the table by his
never keeping his eyes on the sane

second. H s hands reach out to take the stake,

on his heels to face --
EMM LY

She | ooks up at himw th those big
about this is cute.

JACKSON
What is it?

EMM LY
You’' re not ready.

JACKSON

For what ?

She turns around and goes to the mrror

reflection of herself.

bed. He noves to it,
pl ace for nore than one
then he SPI NS

11

bl ue eyes but not hi ng

She’s in serious node and he knows it.

but there's no

JACKSON ( CONT’ D)

You' re not
She shakes her
EMM LY

proj ection.
(beat)

Astr al

If only they woul d grant
woul dn’ t be. ..

That way |
( MORE)

real ly here,

are you?

head with a faint sml e.

Anot her gift.

imortality.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

15.

11

EMM LY ( CONT’ D)
that doesn’'t matter. It's howit is.
For thousands of years there’s
al ways been an Oracle. One being
who woul d be born to be a vessel of
i nformation, to hel p the chanpi ons.

JACKSON
So why are you only now comng to
Buf fy?

EMM LY

You mnmust understand that not too
| ong ago, she wasn’t consi dered
their top priority. She had never
really proved herself. But things
have changed. She is special to
them to the Powers That Be.
(beat)
And you are special to her

JACKSON
Ckay. | get it. Wiat is happening
to me?

EMM LY

You were chosen thousands of years
ago in a tinme when your existence
was predicted. That ring is yours.

Jackson | ooks down at the ring on his finger, the one Gles
had brought back from Engl and.

JACKSON
The ring of the Guardian.

EMM LY
(smles)
That’ s what you are. But you need
to be ready to do whatever it takes

to fulfill your destiny.
JACKSON
How do | do that?
EMM LY
They becone weary that she will not

perform In her absence, you wll
be the one.

( CONTI NUED)
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16.

CONTI NUED:  (2) 11

JACKSON
Emm |y, you have to tell ne nore.
You have to --

EMM LY
(pani cked)
| have to go.

JACKSON
What is it? Wiat’'s wong?

EMM LY
Not hing for you to worry about. It
all is as it is supposed to be.
(beat)
Have faith in yourself. Soon you’l
wake.

Emtmly’ s formbegins to fade into the background. Jackson
stares in disbelief, dropping the stake. H s eyes peer down
to the ring.

CUT TO
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - BEDROOM 12

Buffy is checking herself out in the mrror, applying sone
makeup, when soneone KNOCKS on the door.

BUFFY
Cone i n.

The door opens and Dawn wal ks in, wth sone nore books. She
sets them down on Buffy’s bed.

DAVWN
W got themfromthe library so the
betting is, they’'re not exactly
that hel pful, but we can try.

BUFFY
Yeabh.

There’ s an at nosphere of awkwardness between the two sisters
and Buffy finally caves.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
Dawn, |'msorry.

( CONTI NUED)
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17.

12

DAVWN
No. I am Well, |I’mnot but you
shouldn t be sorry Not your fault
you're in love with the guy that
tried to hurt ne.

Buf fy noves cl oser to Dawn.

BUFFY
It’s not...
(beat)
| would do anything for you. You
know t hat, right?

DAVWN
It’'s okay. Really. | guess the
adult way of thinking is really
starting to set in.

BUFFY
You' re quite the wonman.

DAVWN
Besi des, there’'s bigger things to
t hi nk about. Like the conplete
destruction of the world.

BUFFY
Yeabh.

She turns back to the mrror.

DAVWN
Are you goi ng out?

BUFFY
Just... over to Jackson’s.

DAVWN
Ch. Right.
(beat)
So you get everyone on this research
gig, then you bail to have super-
sex with your now special boyfriend?

BUFFY
And we’'re back with the bitterness.

( CONTI NUED)
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18.

CONTI NUED:  (2) 12

DAWN
He's been given the title of
Guardi an, sure. But did you ever
stop to think that nmaybe that’s not
a good thing? What exactly is he
the QGuardi an of anyway?

BUFFY
Dawn, don’'t do this.
DAV
(angry) _ _
You' re a fool for trusting him God
knows you' Il pay for it.
BUFFY

What’'s that supposed to nean?

Dawn stops dead in her tracks, turning to face Buffy. She
rai ses a brow, unsure.

DAV
Just | eave ne alone. | have some
work to do.

She EXITS. Buffy | ooks real pissed. She | ooks back to the
mrror, then heads out the door.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - LOUNGE 13

Andrew and Jody are engrossed in their books, sitting on the
sofa together. Their attention is turned to Buffy com ng
down the stairs.

ANDREW
WOw.

JOoDY
Check out the hott mamal

Andr ew nudges him

JODY (CONT' D)
VWl |l dude, | ook at her

Buffy turns to them

BUFFY
I’mgoing out. | won't be gone | ong.
Wen Xander and WI I ow get back,
tell themto get started on the
research.

( CONTI NUED)
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13 CONTI NUED: 13

ANDREW
Ckay, but where are you goi ng?

She doesn’t answer him She | eaves the house, al nost SLAMM NG
t he door on purpose as she does. Andrew turns to Jody.

ANDREW ( CONT’ D)
So, you wanna play D&D online?

JODY
And again with the geekiness.

ANDREW
["mjust --

He stops. Both of them | ook to the door |eading dow the
basenent as a noi se emanates fromit.

JODY
What was that?
ANDREW
Unh... nothing?
JODY
| hope so.
CUT TO
14 I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - BASEMENT 14

The red energy withdraws fromthe roomand crackl es of what
| ooks to be electricity dissipate into thin air. The canera
follows a trail of blackish liquid until we cone to a figure --

15 JEREKOV 15

H s eyes glow and eerie red as he checks hinself over, his
cloak still intact.

JEREKOV
Free at | ast.

BLACK QUT.
16 END OF ACT ONE 16
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20.

ACT TWO 17
I NT. SHAW RESI DENCE - HALLWAY - EVEN NG 18

The door is already ajar and Buffy slowy pushes it open.
She closes it behind her and turns to see candles |ighting
the way. She smles softly, then proceeds up the stairs.

I NT. SHAW RESI DENCE - BEDROOM 19

Buf fy cones through, now holding a rose that had been | eft
for her. She begins to talk --

BUFFY
If I'’d have known we were being
nmore romantic here I would have --

She stops, seeing Jackson notionless on the bed. She edges
closer to him

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
Jackson?
(worri ed)
Jackson are you...?

She qui ckly rushes forward and checks his pul se. She | ooks
for any wounds but there are none. Then --

JACKSON
(shout s)
It’s inside nel

He SPRINGS forward but Buffy is there to catch him She
| ooks as shocked as he is, wping the sweat fromhis forehead.

BUFFY
Jackson?

JACKSON
Whoa, | nust have fallen asleep or
sonething... God that was a horrible
dream

BUFFY
What was it?

JACKSON

(t hi nks)

Uh... | can’t really renenber. But
it felt like I was being... violated.

BUFFY

So much for the romantic evening, huh?

( CONTI NUED)
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21.

CONTI NUED:

JACKSON
No. It was just a dream Buffy.
Lets not read too nuch into it.

BUFFY
Dreans normally nean sonething. O
at least, they do if your us.

JACKSON
Us?
BUFFY
Peopl e who are... different.
JACKSON
I"mnot different. I’mjust called
sonething | don’t understand. |’'m

not anythi ng speci al .

Buffy lifts her hand and strokes his face, a smle formng
on her tired face.

BUFFY
You are to ne.

Jackson’s hand reaches up and takes hers in his. He noves in
to kiss her on the neck and she lets him Both their hands
are interlocked, |lowering thensel ves down their sides as he
massages her flesh with his tongue.

They fall back and the kissing becones nore intense. Buffy’s
hands reach for his shirt, ripping it off his back, claw ng
her nails into his skin.

ANGLE: BUFFY

Staring up at the ceiling as Jackson ki sses her neck. She
can see sonething formng, a darkness. Then Jackson is in
her face, | ooking down at her as he VAMPS QUT. He | unges for
her neck and BI TES her, feeding off of her.

She doesn’t cry out, she can’'t nove. The darkness above is
envel opi ng them both. Jackson lets Buffy slip through his
arnms, her notionless body Iying |inp on the bed. He turns to
a figure energing.

EMM LY
(haunting voi ce)
Look inside. Fulfill your destiny.

( CONTI NUED)
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22.

CONTI NUED: 20

Jackson’s eyes WDEN as he turns back to Buffy and sees her
body turn to ash. He SCREAMS - -

SMASH CUT TO:
| NT. SHAW RESI DENCE - BEDROOM 21
Jackson LUNCES hinself forward in a startled panic.

JACKSON
It’s inside nel

Buffy catches himfromfalling off the bed and | ooks as
shocked as he is.

JACKSON ( CONT’ D)
Is this real ?

BUFFY
Yeabh.

He grabs her hand and | ooks her in the eyes, a serious tone
com ng over him

JACKSON
Sonet hi ng’ s happening to ne, Buffy.
|’ m seeing things, hearing things.
It’s like I’m being shown sonet hi ng
and | don’t know what it is.

BUFFY
Don't fight it. Whatever it is,
don't fight it. Go with it.

JACKSON
Wat if it’s telling ne to do
sonet hi ng bad?

BUFFY
Wat are you...?
JACKSON
Enmmly canme to ne... | think.

Everything’s a little fuzzy now.
She told ne | was chosen thousands
of years ago, that ny existence was
predi cted. She told ne you were
special to the Powers That Be and
that | was special to you

BUFFY
She wasn’t |ying then.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 21
JACKSON
She told ne to |l ook inside, fulfil
nmy destiny... | don’t know, Buffy.
Things are like Tina Turner’s hair
in ny head.

Buffy forces a smle, stroking his cheek.

BUFFY
W'l figure it out. | promse.

JACKSON
I know. | trust you.

CUT TO
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - LOUNGE 22

Jody and Andrew are readi ng through the books, as before.
Dawn is sitting in the arnchair, doing the same. The front
door opens and in wal ks WIIlow and Xander, who are in md-
conver sation.

XANDER
I"mtelling you, WII, she was
checki ng you out.

W LLOW
Yeah, right, and that whole thing
she was tal ki ng about was just one
big hit on, right?

XANDER
Hey, don’t ask ne how the | eshian
m nd wor ks.

Wl low playfully hits himon the arm

DAVWN
What’' s goi ng on guys?

XANDER
WIllow s a CGoddess.

W LLOW
I"mnot a... okay | am

ANDREW
Frickin' mashed pot at oes!

DAV
You're a what?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 22

W LLOW
It’s no big deal, | just had a
fol |l ower approach ne and give ne a
gift. I'"'mnot sure what it is really.

Wl low pulls out the amulet and hands it to Dawn, who
i nspects it carefully.

W LLOW ( CONT’ D)
See what you can find out?

DAVWN
As al ways.

Dawn heads on upstairs with a couple of books under her arns.
Xander hangs his coat up and | ooks around.

XANDER
Were's Buffy?

ANDREW
She went out. She wouldn’t tell ne
where but | have a sneaky suspicion
she’s with Jackson.

XANDER
Wy ?

ANDREW
Because | heard himinvite her over
there earlier.

XANDER
That’ s a great power you’ ve got
t here, Andy.

ANDREW
I know.

Wl 1l ow rubs her eyes and heads to the arnthair, taking a
seat. Xander picks up a book and reads the title.

XANDER
"Di ssection of the Cause: reasons
and notives of denon awakeni ngs."

W LLOW
There's a thousand ot her books |i ke
that. Better get stuck in.

( CONTI NUED)
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XANDER
What about Kennedy? Shoul dn’t we
wait for her until we get stuck
into the whol e researchi ng?

W LLOW
She’' Il be at work all night.

XANDER
Ri ght, okay. |’ve got ny reading
cap on. Al systens go.

The gang get stuck into their books as darkness begins to fall.
CUT TO
I NT. SHAW RESI DENCE - LOUNCGE 23

Jackson is sitting in the arnchair, with Buffy sitting on
his lap in a sideways fashion. They are both reading their
books in the nbst unusual way possi bl e.

JACKSON
Did you know in the K C Lai Tri be,
their Guardian has the power to
destroy all the oceans in the world.

BUFFY
Huh.

JACKSON
You think | could do sonething |like
t hat ?

BUFFY

Lets not try it.

JACKSON
| must be evil.

Buffy turns to him confused.

BUFFY
You' re crazy.

JACKSON
|’ mserious. Buffy, we’ve been
t hrough al nost all these books and
in each one, there's a reference to
a Guardi an.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
Doesn’t nean you though, there are
a lot of Guardians in a |ot of
ot her denon religion and --

JACKSON
Each one we' ve read about has been
evil. What are the chances |I'm not?
BUFFY
Because |’ m here, with you.
JACKSON
Don’t you fall the evil ones?
BUFFY
It’s not untrue... but | know

you' re not. There’'s sonet hi ng about
you, sonething |I'mdrawn to, and |

can’t put ny finger on it but it’s
not evil. It’s beautiful.

JACKSON
You' re quite the speech nachi ne.

BUFFY
You think that’s bad? Shoul d have
heard ne | ast year. Nothing but
| ong wi nded speeches all the --

JACKSON
(shout s)
Buf f y!

She | ooks at him his eyes gone a crystal blue. Sonething
catches her eye, the ring, GCONNG She | ooks spooked, but
is THROM of f of him by an unseen force, that al so THROAS
Jackson agai nst the wall.

Buf fy rushes to his side.

BUFFY
Are you alright?

JACKSON
Sonet hi ng’ s wrong.

BUFFY
Not arguing with you there.

( CONTI NUED)
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JACKSON
No. | saw sonet hi ng.
(beat)
Soneone dyi ng.
BUFFY
Who?
JACKSON
| can’t renenber.
CUT TO
I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - LOUNGE - NI GHT 24

Anya wal ks through the front door and quietly closes it

behi nd her, noticing that everyone in there is asleep. She
| ooks to the stairs to see Dawn com ng down, all dressed to
go out.

DAVWN
Hey, Anya. Haven't seen nuch of you
t oday.

ANYA
No. No, |’'ve been, around.

Dawn accepts this but seens too distracted to care. She
opens the front door.

DAVWN
"Il see you |later.

ANYA
Yeah. What ever.

The door closes. Anya stares at Xander sleeping in the
arnchair, then | ooks at everyone there. A sonber | ook grazes
her face as she turns and continues into the..

| NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - Kl TCHEN 25
Anya cl oses the door behind her and | eans against it, facing

t he wi ndow and t he darkness outside. She | ooks down at her

hands and t he BURN SCARS.

ANYA ( CONT’ D)
VWhat is this?

She noves to the work surface and pulls out a knife. She
eyes it, the blade reflecting the |ight.

( CONTI NUED)
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Slowy she begins to nove it down to her arm pressing it
agai nst the skin, alnost cutting --

XANDER
Anya?

Anya qui ckly drops the knife and turns, covering it fromhis
view. She forces a weak smle

ANYA
H. Nice to see you, again. Up and
awake.

XANDER
Are you okay?

ANYA
Peachy.
(beat)
|’ ve just been... doing things.

XANDER
| get that. It nust be amazing to
be able to do | oads of things you
haven’'t been able to do before.
Li ke, you can go down a slide

wi thout falling through it... or

you can eat things and drink

things... you can have sex again.
(beat)

Bet you feel |like you re the

| ucki est forner denon in the world.

Anya stares at him an unconfortable silence. She turns away
fromhim

ANYA
(lies)
That’ s exactly how | feel.

XANDER
Speaki ng of, do you wanna nmaybe go
upstairs and... you know?

Anya | ooks down at herself, at the scar on her hand. She
cl oses her eyes.

ANYA
Il neet you up there.

XANDER
Ckay.

( CONTI NUED)
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He turns and rushes through the door, whistling as he does
so, oblivious to Anya’'s pain. She pulls out the knife again
but this time sets it back in the drawer.

ANYA
(sonber)
I"’mthe |uckiest fornmer denpn in
the worl d.

Her hands conme up to cover her eyes as she quietly begins to
weep and she is so consuned in her enotions, that she doesn’'t
see Jerekov appearing from behind her, expressing a sinister
grin.

CUT TO
I NT. SHAW RESI DENCE - LOUNGE 26

Jackson is pacing the room Buffy is standi ng nearby,
wat chi ng him

JACKSON
| can’t do this anynore. | have to
know what’ s goi ng on.

BUFFY
W’ re trying, Jackson. Just sit
down and --

JACKSON
No. |’ m becom ng nore irrational,
it’s like I’mslipping away. |
won't go. | won’t do that. There’'s

nothing I can’t stop. There's
nothing I can't --

He stops, |ooking down at the ring. He brings it up to his
eyes as Buffy helplessly listens to his rant.

JACKSON ( CONT’ D)
| knowthis, | do. It’s in ny mnd
somewhere but it’s not, cos it’s
not ny mnd. It’s sonething el se,
sonething different. Merging.

Conflicting.
(beat)
Dest r oyi ng.

BUFFY
Jackson. What are you --

( CONTI NUED)
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JACKSON
(angry)
Don’t you dare interrupt. | am
above you.

Buf fy steps back, shocked. Jackson | ooks hinself over in a
confused way.

JACKSON ( CONT’ D)
Infestation. This is what this is.
W can't win like this. It was al
put in notion thousands of years
ago and | can’t stop it.

BUFFY
What can’t you stop?

JACKSON
(beat)
| don’t know. Buffy, | don’t know
what’'s happening to ne.

BUFFY
Try to concentrate on what you saw

JACKSON
Sonmeone dying... soneone... | don’t
know who it was.
(beat)
Your house. There.

BUFFY
| have to get there.

JACKSON
l’mcomng wth.

BUFFY
You're not up to it.

JACKSON
| am | have to be there. Buffy, |
can hel p you.

BUFFY
(hesitates)
Ckay. First sign of trouble, you
get whoever you see to safety.

JACKSON
Al ways prepar ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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She smles at him then they both EXIT the house.

CUT TO
EXT. DOANNTOMN 27

The full npbon is shining, glimering on the streets bel ow as
a small anount of rain begins to trickle down on the path.
Dawn carries on through, w apping her coat around her sone
nor e.

DAV
Just what | need.

She cones to an all eyway and heads down it. She pulls out a
smal | necklace, with a glow ng PEARL on the end of it. It is
shining a line if front of her and she follows it.

Coming to a stop, she notices a door. She pushes it open.
Takes a | ook around before entering.

I NT. TUNNELS 28

Dawn finds herself in cave-like tunnels. She | ooks around,
extrenely cautious, but continues through, the pendant
shini ng the way.

CUT TO
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - KI TCHEN 29

Anya is wiping a stray tear from her cheek, readying herself
to turn around and go upstairs but as she does turn --

JEREKOV
| never realized just how beautiful
you actually are.

ANYA

Wo are... oh, it’s you. You re him
JEREKOV

I’mfree.
ANYA

Ch.

(realizing)
Ch. One of the nost powerful
nortals to walk the EBarth is free
fromthe di nension the white hats
put himin. R ght. Geat.

( CONTI NUED)
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JEREKOV
Al'l because of you. | nust thank
you for that.
ANYA
Me? Way ne?
JEREKOV

You instructed your |over to seek
nme out, to nmake you nortal again.
And in return, | got sonething
needed.

ANYA
And you needed freedom

JEREKOV
(1 aughs)
No, | got out because you never
cl osed the portal correctly. First
m st ake.

ANYA
And t he second?

JEREKOV
Letting himtrade his soul for your
nortality.

ANYA
Xander didn't trade his soul.

JEREKOV
He said he would give his life for
yours. H's soul is his life. | have
t hat now.

ANYA
You can’t do that. It’'s not fair.

JEREKOV
The funniest thing? | get his soul
and | get to kill everyone here..
so it makes his little expedition
kind of pointless, doesn't it?

ANYA
So, you're gonna kill ne?

Jerekov nods, a malicious grin formng.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA ( CONT’ D)
Well let me just say sonething first.
JEREKOV
(t hi nks)
Go ahead. | don’t have a problem
with final |ast words.
ANYA
Good. Because, firstly...
Anya suddenly SCREAMS out to anyone who will |isten. Jerekov
stares at her, curious.
JEREKOV
Is that it?
ANYA
Ckay, wait.

She SCREAMS again but this tine Jerekov |unges for her

gr abbi ng her by the neck and pinning her against the kitchen
work top. He smles as his hand presses agai nst her chest, a
i ght beginning to form

JEREKOV
Ni ghty ni ght, sweetness.

As Anya’s eyes FLICKER, we...
BLACK QUT.
END OF ACT TWD 30
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FADE | N:
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - KI TCHEN - N GHT 32

As before. Anya is struggling with Jerekov but he suddenly
PUSHED away fromher. W turn to see Xander |lying on top of
him He turns back to Anya.

XANDER
Get out of herel

ANYA
Xander, wait --

Xander turns back to see Jerekov has di sappeared. He STANDS,
| ooki ng spooked.

XANDER
Who’ s the Houdi ni ?

ANYA
You’' ve forgotten already?

Xander thinks for a nonent.

XANDER
That was the warl ock?

The doors open to reveal WIllow, Andrew, and Jody all rush
t hrough brandi shi ng weapons.

ANDREW
(shout s)
W’ re here to save you

The three of them stop, |ooking around, only seeing Anya and
Xander .

ANDREW ( CONT’ D)
O not.

Suddenly the door SWNGS open again and in cone Buffy and
Jackson, each prepared for a battle. They see what the other
three saw -- not hi ng.

BUFFY
| s everyone okay?

W LLOW
We heard Anya scream and..
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Xander | ooks at themall, realizing he’d have to tell them
all the truth. H's eyes nove to Anya, who is | ook equally
bl eak.

CUT TO
I NT. CAVES 33

Dawn exits the tunnels and cones into sone prehistoric
| ooki ng caves. She shrugs, expecting nothing less. In the
m ddl e of the rocky area is a fire. She nears it.

VOCE (QYS)
You cone in search of truth

Dawn stops in her tracks, |ooking around, but there’s nothing.

DAVWN
| do.

VO CE (O S
You are but a girl. Wat do you
expect from us?

DAVWN
Exactly what | seek.

A beat.

DAWN ( CONT' D)
The others, they're too consuned in
their lives to ook for the fl aws.
Sonmet hing’s going on and | need to
find out what.

VO CE (O S
The bal ance has ti pped.

DAVWN
Yeah. The spell WIllow did, that’s
what it is, right? Wien she gave
all those girls their power.

VO CE (O S)
It was the witch. And now The
Source will act upon the advantage.
DAWN

So it really is com ng.

VO CE (O S
No, child. It is already here.

( CONTI NUED)
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Dawn takes a nonent to consune the information. She pulls
out the anulet WIIlow gave to her.

A beat.

DAVWN
| |looked this up. It is of great
I nportance to sone.

VO CE (O S
True. The D hora Amul et was once
the greatest creation of the denons.
But now its energy wavers.

DAVWN
Because it has been put in the
hands of the nortals.
(beat)
I wll give you this back. But only
if you tell nme nore.

VO CE (O S)
W have a deal
(beat)
What do you want to know?

DAV
Tel | me about Jackson Shaw.

CUT TO

34 I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - DI NI NG ROOM 34

The gang are sitting around the table, all |ooking at Xander
and Anya. There's a long silence before --

JODY
(to Anya)
And you knew about the dangers?

ANYA
| didn’t know he would try to take
Xander’s soul .

XANDER
Yay?

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
Great. So, we have an amazingly
power ful warl ock out there sonewhere
who will try to take Xander’s sou
and in the process wants to kills
us all too.

ANYA
| didn’t know that woul d happen.
just wanted to be... human again.
W LLOW

| can’t believe you summoned t hat
ki nda power. Magi c’'s dangerous.
Hell o, turned ne evil.

ashaned of hi nsel f.

37.

ANYA
| keep saying, | didn't know --
W LLOW
I wasn’t talking to you
She turns to Xander, who gets it. He |lowers his gaze, |ooking
BUFFY
Doesn’t matter how he got here, we
have to get himback. | nean, those
wi ccans put himin that dinmension
for a reason, right?
ANYA
Because they feared his power.
(beat)
And he was a bit evil.
BUFFY
Wl low, you think you can put him
back?
W LLOW
[l try. I'll need sone hel p though.
ANDREW
Enter Andrew.
W LLOW
Fine. That’' Il do.
W1l ow and Andrew stand, head towards the door but stop to

hear the final piece of the objective. Buffy turns to Jackson.

( CONTI NUED)
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(2) 34

BUFFY
Are you sure you saw soneone dying
in this house?

JACKSON
I’ mnot sure of nuch, Buffy.

XANDER
Wait. You' re getting prenonitions now?

JACKSON
Apparently so.

around and GRABS the Scythe off the wall.

BUFFY
W can’'t | eave the house. W have
to all stick together.
(beat)
Where’' s Dawn?

XANDER

She. ..
ANYA

She went out. | saw her earlier.
BUFFY

(rolls eyes)
I can’t | ook for her and protect
everyone here.

JACKSON
I"1l find her.
(to WIlow
You can do one of those | ocator
spells, right?

W LLOW
Yeah but. ..
JACKSON
What ?
W LLOW
Well, it’s just... | nean..

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
What she neans is: Last tinme you
were alone with Dawn, you tried to
break every bone in her body. Which

doesn’t exactly fill us with happy
t hought s.
(beat)
O sone of us anyway.
JACKSON
Il won’'t harmher... | was... | won't.
BUFFY
I know.
(to WIlow
Fi nd her.
W1 | ow nods.
CUT TO
| NT. CAVES 35
Dawn is standing still, alnost notionless, contenplating

what she has been told. She | ooks down at the amulet in her
hands and throws it in the fire.

VOCE (QYS)
You must | eave now.

DAVWN
But I... | don’t believe you. How
could that be right?

VOCE (QYS)
It is howit is.

DAVWN
| can’t watch that happen. | won't.

VO CE (O 9
You cannot stop it, child. By
hearing this you have al ready
altered the progress of events.

DAV
So what now?

VO CE (O S
Now, you | eave.

( CONTI NUED)
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Dawn’ s expression is a painting of shock. But she doesn’'t

argue. She turns on her heels and heads back to the tunnels

i n which she cane.

I NT. TUNNELS 36

She continues through the danp tunnels, her concentration
| ost in what she has heard.

EMWM LY (V.O
|’ msorry about your life, howit’s
been, howit’'ll end. It wasn't

supposed to be this way.
CUT TO
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - BASEMENT - LATER 37

Wllowis holding a book open in front of the rectangle on
the wall. Andrew is sprinkling sone kind of dust around it.

Buf fy, Xander, Anya, and Jody all cone down the steps.

BUFFY
How | ong now?

W LLOW
| don’t know. Cosing a portal is
as hard as openi ng one and...
don’t know how nmuch it’s going to

t ake.

ANYA
Well you have to do it.

W LLOW
Yeah, | figured that one out all by
nysel f.

BUFFY

(si ghs)

Vell, looks like M Warlock isn’t

com ng back tonight so | guess
we’ ve got enough tine to --

JEREKOV (O 9)
Thi nk agai n, Sl ayer.

ANGLE: BUFFY 38

Turns to see Jerekov appear fromthe shadows. She rolls her
eyes wi th anot her sigh.

( CONTI NUED)



38

41.

CONTI NUED: 38

BUFFY
Wy did | have to say that?

JEREKOV
You can’t protect the boy. He is ny
property now.

XANDER
Me? But you were so nice last tine
we met.
(beat)
Ckay so you made ne choose between
ny life and ny girlfriend s but
still, not the grand schener of evil.

JEREKOV
Fool i sh children. Playing your
ganmes. You think you know | ove. You
think that’s love in your blood?
Each and every one of you is tainted.

ANYA
Leave us al one, Jerekov, or we'l]l
put you back in that dinension.
(beat)
Well, we’'re going to anyway so you
m ght as well back down now.

JEREKOV
Ah, yes. The w tch.

He turns to WIlow, who steps back, a little nervous in his
presence.

JEREKOV ( CONT’ D)
You have power.
(beat)
| have nore.

He THROANS WI | ow against the wall with a crackling red energy.
Andrew rushes to her, heaped in the corner. Buffy is suddenly
in his face.

BUFFY
WAnna see m ne?

She takes a SWNG at him Scythe in hand, and wall ops him
across the face. He JERKS back, then turns to her, inpressed.

JEREKOV
Not enough

( CONTI NUED)
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Buf fy FLIES back, landing right next to WIllow, but she
doesn’t stay down. She JUWPS to her feet and CHARGES at him
i npaling the spiked end of the Scythe in his |leg. He ROARS
in pain. She takes this nonent to swi ng round and kick him
i n the back, sending him CRASH NG to the ground.

BUFFY
You want nore?

She bring the Scythe down and lands it into his back. She
doesn’t pull it out, just |looks to the others wwth a smle.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
Guess we don’t need to open that
portal after all. He was easier to
kill than | thought.

XANDER
Unh... Buffy...

BUFFY
Yeah?

Xander notions for her to | ook behind and she does, seeing
Jerekov hol ding the axe -- angry.

JEREKOV
Bring it, bitch.

He THROWS t he Scythe down as Buffy charges himagain. He
knocks her back with ease. Buffy, on lying the ground, turns
to WI I ow

BUFFY
CGet it open!

Wl 1l ow nods and starts chanting as Andrew cauti ously
sprinkles the dust again. Buffy ROLLS and rushes the warl ock
once agai n.
CUT TO
EXT. DOANTOMN 39
The place is a big contrast to what it was earlier. Wen
night falls, the people scatter. Dawn wal ks through the
streets, not paying any attention to anything around her.

As she crosses the road we see a car pull up and Jackson
hops out. He sees her immedi ately.

( CONTI NUED)
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JACKSON
(calls)
Dawn.

No response. She continues across the road and doesn’t see
the headlights flash on her body.

JACKSON ( CONT' D)
(shout s)
Dawn!

ANGLE: JACKSON 40

He heads towards her but a car KNOCKS her into the air. She
al nost does a sonersault, then cones CRASH NG down to the
ground. Jackson stops, his eyes widening in fear.

He rushes to her side, his hands crawling along her wi st,
searching for a pulse.

JACKSON ( CONT’ D)
Ch, God, no. No... Dawn, get up..
Dawn, pl ease..
(shout s)
Sonebody cal |l an anbul ance!

The canmera zoons out on Jackson frantically trying to revive
her as a crowd of people, who have cone from nowhere at all
start to gather.

CUT TO
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - BASEMENT 41

Buf fy SMASHES into the wall and slunps down, a groan escapi ng
her 1ips. Jerekov cones towards her with a nenacing form He
GRABS her by the throat and pins her against the wall.

JEREKOV
You have power, it is true, but you
do not understand its source.

BUFFY
(rmuf fl ed)
Alittle help here peopl el

Xander cones to her aid but Jerekov uses his other hand to
send him FLYI NG t hrough the air.

( CONTI NUED)
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JEREKOV
You challenge ne with children
killers, and weak nortals.
(beat)
| was once a God to nortals.

BUFFY
Yeah?

She kicks himin the GRON He winces in pain as she spin-
ki cks hi m back.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
|’ ve fought a God. She |ost. And
you know what ? You' re gonna | ose to.

She goes to himbut he uses magic to push her body to the
ceiling, sticking it in place.

JEREKOV
| do not lose. | wll have his soul.
(beat)
We have deal for pity s sake!l

He heads towards Xander but is suddenly JUMPED by Anya. She
WRAPS her arns around his neck, refusing to let go. He tries
to shake her off but she clings with determ nation

ANYA
You can’t have his soul
(beat)
Not when you haven’t even given ne
m ne!

Jerekov finally throws her off and she FALLS to the ground.
He | ooks down at her.

JEREKOV
You have a soul. It’s just too
buri ed beneath to be found.

Xander’s eyes dart to Anya as her pain has finally cone out.
He starts towards her but Jerekov snaps his body round and
pushes Xander back with a hell of a l|ot of force.

JEREKOV ( CONT’ D)
Yours, IS mne.

H s hand presses agai nst Xander’s chest but suddenly a ray
of RED LIGHT attaches itself to the warl ock.
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He turns to see the portal has been opened and i s sucking
himin.

JEREKOV ( CONT’ D)
No. This isn't howit’s supposed to
go.

ANDREW
Deal with it.

As he and WI |l ow step back, the portal sucks Jerekov back in
and cl oses behind him the rectangle erasing itself fromthe
wal | . Buffy comes CRASHI NG back down fromthe ceiling.

Xander | ooks to Anya, who is lying on the ground, wall ow ng
in her own m sery.

BLACK QUT.
END OF ACT THREE 42
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ACT FOUR 43
FADE | N:
| NT. CLEVELAND HOSPI TAL - DAWN S ROOM - MORNI NG 44
Dawn is lying notionless in the hospital bed, her eyes open,
and transfi xed on Jackson, who is sleeping in the arnthair

besi de her. The door opens and Buffy walks in, with two cups
of coffee.

BUFFY
You' re awake.
DAVN
(groggy)
Just .
BUFFY
Quite a ride you had |l ast night.
DAVN
| wouldn't call it a ride.

Buffy | eaves a cup next to Jackson and sits with Dawn on the
bed, taking her hand.

BUFFY
What were you doi ng?

DAVWN
Last night? I went to the seek the
truth, about everything, about what
IS going on here.

BUFFY

How di d you know where to go?
DAWN

|"mresearch girl, it’s what | do.

| came across a passage on these
bei ngs that could give us
information but | couldn’t go

wi t hout a trade.

BUFFY
(concer ned)
What did you give then?

( CONTI NUED)
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Dawn turns to the sl eeping Jackson with an icy stare.
catches it.

Dawn | ooks at Jackson once agai n,

DAVWN
The pendant WI Il ow got from one of
the girls who follows her magic. It
used to be a conductor of power, it
woul d channel a being s essence and
anplify it but it’s been dornmant
too long. They can’'t do anything
with it.

BUFFY
Quite the know edge girl.
DAVWN
Like I said, it’s what | do.
BUFFY
So what did they tell you?
DAVWN
(shakes her head)
| don’t renenber. It’s like... that

part of ny brain has been w ped.

BUFFY
You and Jackson finally have
sonet hing in common then.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
He saved your life.

DAVWN
No... he didn’t. He was just there
to get soneone to call an anbul ance.

BUFFY
You’ re wrong.
(beat)
It’s called CPR, Dawnie. | guess it
wor ks best on us Summers girls.

DAWN
He did that?

BUFFY
(nods)
He’'s not a bad guy.

to see Buffy stand.

Buf fy

confused. She turns back

( CONTI NUED)
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DAV
Where are you goi ng?
BUFFY
|’ m gonna see when we can get you
out of here. 1’'Il be right back.

She exits. Dawn eyes the man next to her.
CUT TO
I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - ANDREW S ROOM 45

Jody is sitting on the windowsill, staring out into the
light of day. Andrew cones in wth two ice creans.

ANDREW
You okay?

JODY
Yeah. 1’ m cool
(beat)

It's just... wow

ANDREW
What ?

JODY
| don’t get it. How you guys can
keep doing this stuff.

ANDREW
It’s what we do.
(beat)
Buffy once told ne it was all about
the fight, and whether you re ready
to give your life for it, cos in
the end that’s what it could cone

down to.
(beat)
Are you ready to junp in?
JODY
| am | really, really am But how

can you keep this so hidden? Peopl e
shoul d know about it, people should
know what you fight for, how you
fight... how you save them

( CONTI NUED)
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ANDREW

That’ s what | used to think. But
you grow to understand that it’s
not about recognition or... it’s
about the fight. Everything is
about the fight.

(beat)
As much as we say we do it because
we have to, it’s not. W do it
because we can, and we hel p.

JODY
It's |ike you re super heroes or
sonet hi ng.

Andrew forns a sm | e.

ANDREW
W' re not the heroes. Buffy,
Wl low, Xander... they are.
(beat)
[’ m not a hero.

Jody raises his hand to touch Andrew s face.

JODY
Your ny hero.

Andrew s face lights up like a flash of [ight. He takes
confort in Jody’'s words and on them we...

CUT TO
I NT. HOSPI TAL - CORRI DORS 46

Buf fy wal ks ainmessly through the corridors, thinking
everything over. She stops, seeing Jackson exit Dawn’s room
She heads towards him

BUFFY
You' re awake.

JACKSON
Looks that way.

BUFFY
You okay?

JACKSON
Yeah.
(beat)
What did the Doctors say?

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
She’s gonna be fine. Mnor injuries.
She’s gonna be all right, thanks to

you.
JACKSON
Right tine, right place.
BUFFY
| think she forgives you for trying
to kill her before.
JACKSON

Al ways a bonus.

They exchange a sm | e as background nusic begins to play.
Nelly Furtado’s "Try". Buffy takes himby the hands.

BUFFY
You saved her. | don't know what |
woul d have done if |I’'d have | ost her.

JACKSON
Hey, | saved the world, renenber?
Thi s is nothing.
BUFFY
This. ..
(beat)
I s everything.
They lean in for the kiss.
FADE TO
I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - KI TCHEN 47

Anya is standing, gazing out of the window [it’s |ike a
thene!], wth the background nusic carrying through to this
scene. Xander enters, cones up behind her and takes her hands.

XANDER
I | ove you.

ANYA
| | ove you too.

XANDER
W' Il get through this. You know
that right?

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
| do... | just wish | felt it.

She turns around to him her eyes weepy.

ANYA ( CONT’ D)
| don't know how to feel.

XANDER
It doesn’t matter. Cos |’ m gonna be
right here with you, forever.

ANYA
Prom se?

XANDER
Al ways.

Xander wraps his arns around her, holding her in her nonent
of weakness.

ANYA
We shoul d go.

XANDER
In a m nute.

He doesn’t let go of her, keeping her in his arnms, for always
and forever.

FADE TO
I NT. HOSPI TAL - DAWN S ROOM 48
Dawn is still in the bed, staring up at the ceiling. She’s

as notionless as she would be if she had died. The nusic
comes out fromthe background and it’s all we hear now, the
words ringing through, taking over the scene.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - DAW S ROOM - LATER 49

Buf fy and Jackson are sitting beside Dawn, | ooking through
magazi nes. Every so often, Dawn | ooks to Jackson, and they
share a | ook of sincerity.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAWN S ROOM - LATER 50
Al nost as before, but Jackson and Buffy have sw tched si des.

The door opens. WI Il ow and KENNEDY wal k i n, brandi shing a
coupl e of ball oons saying: "GET WELL SOON."
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I NT. HOSPI TAL - DAW S ROOM - LATER 51

Wl low and Buffy are acting out the fight with Jerekov to
t he anused Dawn, Jackson, and Kennedy. The door opens to
reveal Xander, Anya, Andrew, and Jody. They stand for a
nmonent, then all walk in.

CLCSE ON: DAWN 52

She sees everyone around her, her friends, her famly. Xander
and Wl low are playing "rock, paper, scissors,” wth Xander
al ways being "scissors" of course. And every so often he
shakes his hand, alnbst getting a cranp. Jackson is show ng
Andrew and Jody one his honme nmade stakes, to which Kennedy
scoffs at, showing himone of hers... which is way better.

Dawn turns to see Buffy by her side, holding her hand. She
smles at her sister and Dawn returns it.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - DAW S ROOM - NI GHT 53

Dawn and Buffy are now al one. Buffy kisses the sl eeping Dawn
on the forehead and goes to the door. She takes one lasting
| ook back, then softly closes it behind her.

The canera returns to Dawn’ s peaceful expression as she
| oses herself in slunber |and. Then --

Her eyes SUDDENLY SHOOT open, cutting the nusic off. The
canmera stays on those w dened eyes, then, at a paced speed,
zoons in on her, right into her pupils.

BLACK QUT.
END OF SHOW 54



