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TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. CONSTRUCTI ON YARD. NI GHT. 1

We fade up on a huge flamng triangle of dark magics, and a
gigantic portal opening up in front of it. Lightning |ances
out fromthe lips of the portal, sparking off the
construction equi pnment scattered around, |atching onto

over head power cables and feeding off it to power itself.

Nearby lights start to flicker and die as they are drai ned of
energy, and as we pull back, we pick up DAWN, arns rai sed,
hair billow ng out behind her in the wnd, her head thrown
back as she | aughs, giddy with power.

Wth a crack of thunder and a white flash of |ightning, the
swirling vortex of the portal flashes once, and from deep
within we hear an unearthly howl - sonething very big and
just as nasty is on its way through.

Laughi ng as energy crackles all around, her face lit up by
the flames dancing round her, a victorious smle on her face
as she hears her new m ni on approachi ng.

DAVWN

(dramati c)
Come.. cone to ne! A new world
awai ts you! A haven of humanity,
ready for you to grind into the
very dust beneath your feet!
MI1lions upon mllions of
sacrifices to your power! Cone to
me, great denon, hear your naster
and rise again!

Taking in Dawn and the portal as the silhouette of the head
and shoul ders of sonething dam big starts to energe fromit
— a humanoi d shape, but a long, reptilian head, covered with
spines and scales. It throws its head back and HOALS into the
night air, alnost free at |ast.

A thoughtful |ook crosses her face and she frowns. She | ooks
to either side of her.

DAWN (cont’ d)
And now, ny side of the bargain.. a
little snokescreen for your first
steps into this new world.

Dawn snaps her fingers and instantly storm clouds begin to
gat her overhead, joining the tenpest before her as heavy rain
starts to fall over the scene, and a strong w nd ki cks up.
Thick fog starts to formin the air over the construction
yard, whi pped up by the w nds.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

Dawn spreads her arnms out in front of her and the storm
obeys, rushing out in all directions to fall over d evel and
once agai n.

The beast is half free of the portal now — we still can't see
it fully, as the fog is now falling around it, but whatever
it is, it’s not |ooking happy at all.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE — FRONT ROOM NI GHT. 2

As the stormstarts to howl outside, WLLOWS head snhaps up
into frane fromwhere she’d been |ying, asleep, on the sofa.
She gasps as though waking froma heavy ni ght mare.

W LLOW
It’s here.. it’s herel

I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE — BUFFY’' S ROOM NI GHT. 3

BUFFY jolts awake as a thundercrack outside her w ndow
rattles the whole room Bleary eyed, she sits up in bed and
stares out through the window as the rain starts to pelt down
on the streets bel ow. She groans.

BUFFY
Ch, not again..

JACKSON stirs next to her and she shakes himgently.

JACKSON
Mm . no.. don’t open the box,
Brad. .

BUFFY
Huh?

JACKSON

(eyes flick open; beat)
Wah. Weird dream
(sees Buffy’s concerned
| ook)
Uh-oh, | know that |ook.. what’s
happened now?

BUFFY
More trouble for the Wat her
Channel .

A beat while Jackson takes in the heavy stormragi ng outside
t he house.

JACKSON
Anot her one?
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BUFFY
And you know what the | east one
spelt — trouble. Wth a capital
"troub.’” Cone on, get dressed.

Buffy hops off screen, out of the bed, and throws a pair of
jeans and a shirt at Jackson. He groans.

JACKSON
Look, | know we’re junping at every
little thing these days, but how do
you know this isn't just another
good ol d-fashi oned stornf

As if to answer, the bedroomdoor is flung open by a frantic
| ooking WI | ow.

W LLOW
It’s here, it’s herel

Buffy throws a ‘told you so’ |ook at Jackson before heading
for Wllow. Wllowis looking all round, jittery.

BUFFY
Wllow? WIllow Look at ne, calm
down. What’'s here?

WIllow s eyes are darting every which way but ahead.

W LLOW
It’'s.. it’s.. Buffy, | don't know
what it is, but | just felt
sonmething terrible cone into our
wor | d!

BUFFY
Sure it’s not just Xander cooking a
m dni ght snack?

W LLOW
(grabs Buffy’s arnms)
No! No, Buffy, this is real.
Sonmething’s here. Now. And it’s..

BUFFY
It’s what?

W LLOW
It's | ooking for us.

Of Buffy’s rapidly darkening |ook, we:
BLACK QUT:

END OF TEASER

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2)
ACT _ONE
FADE | N
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE — FRONT ROOM NI GHT. 4

Buffy is pulling her coat on as Jackson runmages through the
weapons chest for sone tools of the trade. XANDER and ANYA
are up, in pajamas and dressing gowns, and a sl eepy ANDREW
yawns fromthe stairs as G LES steps down into the front
room

There' s a beat as everyone takes in the Wnnie The Pooh
paj amas he’s weari ng.

G LES
(off everyone’s reaction)
| borrowed these. My usua
ni ghtcl ot hes are in the wash.

BUFFY
Of who?

A cough and a ‘who, ne?’ | ook from Andrew. WI | ow energes
fromthe kitchen, |ooking shaken, and the group is conpleted
by Faith who is pulling a t-shirt over her head and rubbing
her tired eyes. A nonent as Buffy | ooks over all of them

BUFFY (cont’ d)
(smle)
I"d al nost forgotten what it was
i ke having you guys all together.

G LES

(pronpts)
Ah, Buffy..

BUFFY

Right. Sorry to wake you all up

but sonething’ s going down and |
wanted you all to be ready for it.
Wl ow says she felt sonething just
claw its way into our world, and it
wasn’t Barney the dinosaur | ooking
for some kids to have a sing-song

with.
ANYA
You still have di nosaurs?
BUFFY
(rolls eyes; ignores her)
That’s not all. She says it’s

| ooking for us, so Jackson, Faith
and | are going out to ook for it
first.

( MORE)
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BUFFY(cont' d)

If it finds its way back here, then

there’ s hundreds of innocent people

in this nei ghbourhood and we can’t

risk getting themmxed up in this.
(to Jackson)

You ready?

JACKSON
| guess so, yeah.

XANDER
Wah there, Marvel Grl, stop for
breath and start again. A big what
is onits way over here?

BUFFY
VWll, it’'s a-

W LLOW
It’'s big, Xander.

Xander throws a raised eyebrow at WI | ow who gives hima
serious and worried | ook back. The gravity of the situation
starts to hit him

XANDER
VWhat should we do?

BUFFY
Stay here. But get ready to run and
hide if we can’'t stop it.

ANYA
That’s a plan? That’'s the worst
i dea you’ ve ever had!

BUFFY
OCh, | suppose you have a better
one?

ANYA
As a mater of fact, | do. You go
and kill it and we wait here for

you to cone back

A beat. Buffy sighs, then takes the scythe down fromthe wall
and heads for the door.

BUFFY
If we’re not back in an hour, pack
and start running. And if you hear
sonme ‘Jurassic Park’ style
footsteps.. run faster.

She | eaves, followed by Faith and Jackson. Gles is the first
to speak once the door closes.
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G LES
I knew it was going to be one of
t hose years.

EXT. CLEVELAND CENTRE — STREET. N GHT. 5

Struggling through the strong wi nds and horizontal rain, the
trio march onwards, arns raised to protect thenselves until
Faith pauses and calls to the others.

FAI TH
(poi nts)
Hey! Over there.

A gang of four young guys, racing hell for |eather down the
street towards them W can soon tell fromtheir features
that this is a pack of VAMPI RES, headi ng straight for our
chanpi ons.

Buffy tightens her grip on the scythe as the other two take
up stances.

BUFFY
Here they cone, get ready to-

The four vanps run straight past them w thout stopping. Buffy
and Fai th exchange confused | ooks before whirling round.

Faith WHI STLES at the fleeing vanps to get their attention.
They screech to a stop and turn round.

VAWP #1
What ? Look, |adies, we really have
gotta bust a nove here, we can’t
stick around tal ki ng!

Buffy raises the scythe a little, and the vanps tense up as
they realise who they're talking to at [ ast.

VAWP #2
Ch, it’s you.

VAWVP #3

(urgently)
Guys, cone on, let’'s split!

FAI TH
(1 ndi gnant)
Why are you runni ng away? | nean
besi des faci ng down two bad- ass
Sl ayer chi cks.

The vanps exchange a | ook
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VAWP #1
Well, two things. We're gettin’ the
hell out of this one horse town for
good. Things have been getting way
too ‘End O Days’ for us vanps
round here lately. First, there's
that dd One turnin’ up and putting
t he spookies on us, and if that
wasn’t bad enough. .

(poi nts behind them

Now we have that.

Buffy slowy turns round. We hear the dull thud of a very
| arge FOOTSTEP falling close by.

Looki ng down on the trio as the vanps carry on escaping in
t he background, we dolly up into the air so that we're
| ooki ng down on them from about fifty feet in the air.

A dark shadow starts to fall across them acconpani ed by
anot her footstep and a | ow, deep grow .

Looki ng up frombehind the trio now, and between two | arge
buil dings in the skyline ahead, we can dimy make out through
the rain the sil houette of whatever Dawn dragged out of the
portal .

It pauses, its gigantic head | ooking this way and that before
it takes another step, soon disappearing out of sight behind
anot her building. We get an idea of its size this tine
(around fifty feet high) but we still haven’t got a good | ook
at the thing.

Al three wear stunned, shocked faces, scarcely able to
bel i eve what they just saw. The creature’s thunderous
footsteps can still be heard.

BUFFY
(meekly)

FAI TH
(shakes head to clear
t hought s)
Cone on, cone on! Let’s go!

She races off screen, after the dragon. Buffy snaps out of
her trance.

BUFFY
No, Faith, wait! We don't..

She’ s al ready gone. Jackson | eans across to address Buffy,

his eyes still | ocked on the space the dragon was j ust
occupyi ng.
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JACKSON
Let me guess, you were going to say
‘“we don’t know what we’re dealing

with?

BUFFY
Ch, no, | think | get the whole
‘“big dragon thing’ angle. | was

about to say ‘we don’'t have any
rocket | aunchers,’ but either way..

She pauses for a nonent, then without a word sprints off
after Faith. Jackson foll ows.

EXT. CLEVELAND CENTRE — ANOTHER STREET. N GHT. 6

W re with Faith as she races through the rain, throw ng
gl ances up and to her right as she runs parallel to the
beast .

Still largely silhouetted in the gloom the dragon pl ods
slowy along, past the large buildings making up the city
centre, the rain and fog stopping us fromgetting a good | ook
at it.

Faith spots sonething and darts off to the left, just as
Buf fy and Jackson appear in the background of the shot,
running to catch up with her.

BUFFY
Faith! Wait!
EXT. CLEVELAND — ROOFTOP. NI GHT. 7

She’s clinbing up a fire escape running along the outside of
a tall nightclub building, and we stay on her as she nmekes it
to the roof.

At first, there is nothing around her but nore buil dings, but
after a nonent, with another boom ng footstep, the head of
the DRAGON finally | oons into view.

As if on cue, a flash of lightning illum nates the beast for
us, and Faith stands, frozen to the spot despite the
adrenal i ne coursing through her, as the gigantic head draws
level with her on the rooftop

The dragon’s head is long and snouted, |ike a T-Rex but dark
green and scaly, with a thinner jaw and two huge eyes t hat
slowy swivel in their sockets to regard the Sl ayer, who
seens tiny by conparison

The col our drains from Faith and she shivers with barely

contained fear as the dragon’s head pulls in for a closer
| ook.
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It’s alnmost twice the size of her, and she tries not to | ook
at how large its teeth are as its huge nostrils sniff the air
around her experinentally.

Wth a bassy GRUNT, the snout noves back out of frane,
| eaving the shell shocked Faith on the rooftop just as Buffy
and

Jackson finally make it up onto the rooftop with her. They
join her as we hear the dragon’s footsteps pound away, off
screen.

BUFFY
(wat ching the dragon)
Oh.. ny.. Cod..

JACKSON
Faith, are you alright?
FAI TH
(dazed)
[ I
BUFFY

Faith! Snap out of it!

Buffy slaps Faith across the cheek. She blinks once, then
turns to | ook at Buffy as she rubs her cheek and grins.

FAI TH
Heh, thanks, B
BUFFY
Are you okay? Wiat happened? What
did it do?
FAI TH
It.. it sniffed ne.
BUFFY
It what?
FAI TH

Yeah.. good job |I took a shower
earlier, huh?

JACKSON
| thought WIllow said it was
| ooking for us? Way didn't it
attack Faith?

We can see the creature fromthe back, a pair of |ong,
| eat hery wi ngs tucked against its broad-shoul dered back as it
wal ks away.

It suddenly stops, and lifts its head into the air, sniffing
around, turning slowy back towards the rooftop trio.
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

Buffy raises the scythe defensively as we pull in close.

BUFFY
Maybe it’s not after all of us..

It’s eyes narrow and it lowers its head, peering directly
back at us, its thick forearns ending in taloned claws that
flex, glinting in what natural |ight there is.

The other two slowly turn to | ook at Buffy, who isn't taking
her eyes off the dragon.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
it’s just | ooking for ne.

As if to answer, the dragon rears its head back and ROARS, a
deafening bellow that rattles every tile and w ndow pane for
half a mle around, acconpani ed by another flash of

I i ghtning.

We finally get our | ook at the creature — humanoid i n shape,
tightly bunched coils of nuscles giving it a squat
appearance, but as its bares its teeth and growl s towards us
we can tell it could chew through the Enpire State before
breakfast. A long prehensile tail whips round, rearing into
the air like a snake behind it. The creature is stil
surrounded by clouds of thick fog and m st, alnbst as though
they were following it around. Power starts to fail fromthe
efforts of the stormas streetlights blink out all over.

Buffy starts to step slowy away fromthe other two.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Maybe | wasn’'t close enough for
it to snell before.. guess | should
have taken a shower earlier, huh?

FAI TH
B, what are you fricken doing? Cet
back here!

BUFFY

(eyes | ocked on dragon)
Faith, get back to the house and
warn the others. Get WIIow and
everyone el se out of there.
Jackson, go find Dawn and then neet
up with the others too.

JACKSON
What ? No, |’ m not | eaving you!
FAI TH
It’'s okay, |I'Il get Dawn too.
(beat)

Good | uck.
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Faith scoots off the rooftop, knowing to trust Buffy’'s plans
by now. Jackson joins Buffy at her side.

JACKSON
| said |I’'d never |eave you, and |
meant it.

BUFFY

That’s sweet, but right now we have
to make sure it doesn’t-

SMASH' The rooftop suddenly erupts upwards, throw ng Jackson
and Buffy out towards us. W stay on Jackson as he hits the
deck and | ooks back after Buffy.

The dragon’s tail is what shattered the rooftop, and Buffy is
clinging to it for dear life.

We followthe tail as it whips round again, crashing into
anot her buil di ng opposite and knocking a deep trench in it.
Buffy grits her teeth as the dragon’s tail |ashes back and
forth through the air, trying to shake her off.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Hey! Watch where you' re shaking
t hat thing!

Anot her flick of the tail and Buffy is thrown off, |anding
with a grunt on the ground bel ow.

EXT. CLEVELAND — STREET. N GHT. 8

She’ s stunned, and we see the dragon start thundering towards
her in the background as she picks herself up, bleeding from
several cuts.

She | ooks round and | eaps out of the way just in tine as the
dragon’s jaws snap shut around the space she just |eft.

We follow Buffy as she runs along, the dragon in pursuit, its
head down low to try and scoop her up as she turns a corner
to dodge it again.

Buffy hoofs it down a main shopping row, the huge nonster

| unmbering after her, its bulk tearing chunks out of the
buildings it barges past as it zeroes in on her. Sensing it’'s
getting too close, Buffy turns and leaps up into the air.

Buffy flies through the air, past the dragon’s jaws to | and
on the side of its huge head, clinging onto one of its thick
scales for grip.

As the dragon turns one eye to glare at her, Buffy raises the
scyt he, stake point out.
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BUFFY
Don’t you know how rude that is?

She slans the scythe honme, straight into the dragon’s eye. It
roars out in pain.

The dragon throws its head back, and we see Buffy | ose her
grip as the scythe slips back out of the dragon’s bl oody eye.

She starts to fall down towards a rooftop off screen as the
dragon rears up on its legs, stretching its wings out and
flapping themtw ce before leaping into the air, and we stay
on it as it powers up into the night sky, disappearing into
t he cl ouds overhead as the stormcovers its exit.

Local lighting and power starts to conme back on once the
dragon i s gone.

Jackson races into frane, onto the sane strip of street Buffy
just fought the dragon on, | ooking panicked as he sees the
piles of bricks and plaster that the dragon has ripped out of
t he buil di ngs.

He runs a little further along before | ooking up and spotting
sonmething off to his left. H's face drops.

JACKSON
Ch, no..

EXT. CLEVELAND — ANOTHER ROOFTOP. NI GHT. 9
Soaked fromthe rain, Jackson scrabbles up onto the rooftop
we saw Buffy falling towards, half of it knocked to rubble by
the dragon’s efforts.

He runs towards the foreground and we see Buffy, lying half
on, half off the rooftop, the scythe lying a few feet away
from her.

She’s out cold and | ooki ng bad, and as Jackson turns her over
to face us, we see a deep gash fromthe rough | anding on her
chest, with bl ood soaking through her shirt.

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT _TWO
FADE | N:
SUMMVERS RESI DENCE — FRONT ROOM NI GHT. 10

The door is kicked open and Jackson bursts in, carrying the
wounded Buffy in his arnms and the scythe in one free hand.

JACKSON
Hey, anyone! Everyone! Hel p!

Gles, WIllow and Xander hurry into franme, take in the
bl eedi ng Buffy and hel p Jackson lie her on the couch.

W LLOW

Oh, no..
XANDER

What the hell happened?
JACKSON

WIllow was right. That thing is

bi g.

G |l es di sappears and cones back a nonent |ater with severa
rolls of bandage, first aid being a regular occurrence in the
Summer s househol d.

He starts tending to Buffy, lifting up her shirt and starting
to clean her wound as a frantic Jackson starts to pace
nervously up and down.

XANDER
Jackson.. Jackson! Stay frosty,
buddy, tell us what happened.

JACKSON
We found it, whatever ‘it’ is. Sone
ki nd of huge dragon, or sonething..
we chased after it, but Buffy
realised it wasn’t after us, just
her, and then she nmanaged to stick
the scythe inits eye, but it threw
her off, and.. oh man, oh man.. is
she going to be okay?

G LES

(patiently)
She’ s sustained a serious injury,
but fortunately Slayers are built
to last. As long as we get this
stabilised and bandaged, her
natural healing ability will do the
rest.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANDREW
Uh, yeah, she’s sort of I|ike
Wl veri ne, except wi thout the claws
or mysterious past.. or the buff
physi que.

Anya smacks Andrew up the back of his head and glares at him
to be quiet.

W LLOW
Where did it go?

JACKSON
It just flew off, it seens to have
its own personal stormfollowng it
around so | don’t know if anybody
else sawit. I'’msure plenty of
peopl e heard it, and there s gonna
be sone pissed off shop owners when
they see what a ness it nade of
mai n street in the norning..

G LES
Well, the phone lines went down for
alittle while, as did electricity,
but they cane back on again, which
is probably linked to the
appear ance and di sappear ance of
what ever it was you fought. | think
I’ mnot making a huge |eap of logic
to suggest that Uithios is behind
this again.. or that it was behind
the last big storm which seened to

serve its purposes very well | ast
tinme.
(starts wrappi ng bandages
ar ound)
Anya, could you help ne, please?
ANYA
Me?
G LES

Yes, the others are busy, cone on.

Anya steps round and lifts Buffy up so that Gles can start
wr appi ng the bandage round the paddi ng over her wound. Anya
finds herself staring at the wounds, which Gles notices.

G LES (cont’ d)
Is sonething the matter? | hardly
had you down as the squeam sh

type. .
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ANYA
What? Ch, no, it’s just.. since I..
since | cane back, it’'s the..

bl ood.
G LES
Bl ood?
ANYA
Bl ood. Death. Horrific battle
injuries. | can't help it, and I
don’t know why, but they seem
al nost.. interesting.
G LES
Well, please try and stay focused

for now, could you?

G les finishes up and stands back as WIIlow | ays a bl anket
down over the still unconscious Buffy.

G LES (cont’ d)
There. The bl eedi ng had al r eady
stopped, so | think her body’s
starting to do the rest. Now we
need a chance to-

SLAM The front door is kicked open again, this tine with
Faith hol ding a bl oody Dawn in her arns.

FAI TH
Hey, little hel p?
CUT TO
SUMVERS RESI DENCE — DAWN S ROOM NI GHT. 11

Simlarly cleaned and bandaged, Dawn lies in her bed, nmany
smal|l cuts and | acerations on her face and upper body. She’s
awake but | ooks woozy as Gles, WIIlow and MARI E | ook over
her .

DAVWN
It was sone.. sone thing, |’ m not
sure what it was. | was in an

al | eyway, making ny way back from
the storm when it just junped out
and.. and..

W LLOW
Ssh, it’s okay.

G LES

Dawn, what on earth were you doi ng
out there in this weather?
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DAV
Uh, research?

MARI E
Research? Pl anni ng on becom ng a
nmet eor ol ogi st now, are we?

DAVWN
A what? Ch, no, | was trying to
follow a |ead on Uithios again. A
| ocal vanpire who said he knew
somet hi ng.

G LES
By yoursel f? Dawn, that was very
foolish of you.

DAVWN
(rai ses a bandaged arm
Yeah, benefit of hindsight, thanks,
G | es.

BUFFY (O S.)
Ch, soon as those cone off, you are
so in for a beating..

Everyone turns to the doorway to see Buffy, |ooking pale but
upri ght and consci ous as she steps into the room

G LES
(smles)
Ah, good, up and about agai n.
Excel I ent .
BUFFY
And still in an awful |ot of pain,

but thanks, yeah.

She sits on the bed next to Dawn and tenderly strokes the
si de of her face.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
So what, you think you re tough
enough to go out sharking for
i nformati on al one now, do you?

DAVWN
(snaps)
I was finel

BUFFY
(patiently)
No, you weren’t. O is all that
bandage just a new fashion? Of to
see the Blue Man G oup or
sonet hi ng?

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVWN
(trying to think of an
excuse)

BUFFY

We'll talk about this later. R ght
now, we have a bigger problem A
much bi gger problem G les, get
everyone in the front room Team
nmeet i ng.

(to Dawn)
You, you stay right here. You're
too old to be grounded so consi der
yoursel f under house arrest
i nst ead.

Buffy stands and | eaves, the others follow W stay with Dawn
as she smrks once the door is closed.

DAVWN
Humans.. so easy to fool.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE — FRONT ROOM NI GHT. 12

The gang’s all here once again as Buffy stands before them
ready to outline her plan.

BUFFY
Right. In a few mnutes, I'm
headi ng back out there.

Murmur s of di sapproval, but she raises a hand to sil ence
t hem

BUFFY (cont’ d)
And before anybody says anything, |
know | al nost just ended up as
pi zza topping after ny | ast
encounter, which is why | want to
approach this thing wwth a better
plan this time. Wllow, that’s
where you cone in.

W LLOW
Uh oh.. is this gonna involve black
hair, and veins, and stuff |ike
t hat ?

BUFFY

Gles, Marie, do | even need to say
‘research’ to you?
( MORE)
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18.

BUFFY(cont' d)

Look for weaknesses of dragons |ike
the one out there, | can draw you a
sketch if you like, that’' Il help
identify it. Xander, Faith, Anya,
you' re ny backup, you stay here
till 1 call for you

ANYA

Call? Wn't it be alittle
difficult to call for backup if
you' re being eaten by a huge
dragon?

(of f Xander’s cross | ook)
Well, it will! The reception round
here is amful as it is..

BUFFY
And al so, keep an eye on Dawn, make
sure she doesn’t sneak off again.
I’msure she’s only trying to help,
but right now | want everyone | ust

where | can find them Andrew, |'m
probably going to regret this,
but.. | need your help.
ANDREW
(brightens)
You do?
BUFFY

You watch a ot of novies with
dragons in, right?

ANDREW
(warily)
| have been known to indul ge
nmysel ..
BUFFY

Now s your chance to do sonething
useful wth your wasted youth. D g
deep into your nerd files and see
what you can find out. Think

possi ble battle plans to bring it
down to size, but nore along the
lines of ‘Return O The King than
‘Road Runner.

ANDREW
"Il try, but 1'd say w t hout
Aragorn, son of Arathorn, and King
Theoden’s arny, we're | ookin at
the End O Al Things here.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
What ever you just said, forget it.
Jackson, stay here with Dawn.
Everyone el se, get to work.

Everyone stands. Buffy takes WIllow and | eads her off for a
quiet word in the kitchen, but nobody notices that Jackson
seens to have dozed off, and seens to be having a rather
interesting dream

Peering down into the living roomfromthe top of the stairs,
she frowns and eyes Jackson cool |y, wondering what he could
be t hi nking of.

EXT. CLEVELAND — STREET. N GHT. 13

Buffy wal ks down the street, another part of the city centre,
the streetlights all active despite the howling wi nd and
rain. She pulls her coat tight against her, the scythe
glinting in her gloved hand as she | ooks this way and that.

We follow her for a nonent until the street |anps start
bl i nki ng out behind her, one by one, out of her vision.

A cloud of dark fog seens to be building up behind her, and
as she wal ks we see one yellow eye glare balefully out of it,
down on the back of the unknow ng Sl ayer.

She suddenly breaks into a sprint, and the awesone head of
t he dragon I unges out of the clouds and snaps its jaws
towards us, as good as swallow ng the canera.

Buffy runs for her life, the now one-eyed dragon accel erating
after her and outrunning its cloud cover in its efforts to
catch Buffy. Its wings are tucked tightly against itself, and
it drops to all fours to gain speed, |oom ng inpossibly huge
behi nd her.

Buffy doesn’t | ook back, she just keeps running, turning a
corner and di sappearing off screen to the right. The dragon
barrels round the corner after her.

We cone upon WIllow, standing in the mddle of the street,
energy crackling round her hands, her hair standing on end
and her eyes jet black as she harnesses sonme m ghty spell.

The dragon roars and continues to race towards her, but
Wl low just raises her hands towards it as it bears down on
her .

W LLOW

(dramati c)
Locum nungue ex dom cil us!

( CONTI NUED)
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A huge green cloud rapidly forns in the air before WII ow,
and as the dragon starts to |l eap towards the |lone wicca, it
lands right in the green swirls before it.

The cloud acts as sone kind of portal, and the dragon
di sappears bodily into it as though | eaping down a hole. Once
its long tail is fully inside, the clouds snap out

of existence, and an exhausted WIllow crunples to the fl oor.
Buffy is there in a flash to lift her up again.

BUFFY
You did it! Wllow, you did it!

W LLOW
(breathl ess)
Yeah.. was kinda.. bigger then.. |
expect ed. .

BUFFY
(beans)
I knew you could do it. So.
where’ d you send it?

W LLOW
(t hi nks)
Unh.. really not that sure.
BUFFY
(beat)
Well, it’ll cool it off for a
whi | e, whatever happens. G ve us
time to find out howto kill it.

Conme on, let’s get back.
EXT. ANTARCTI CA. DAY. 14

We're | ooki ng down onto a peaceful arctic |andscape — snow
covered ground, the glittering blue sea around us, and a
smal|l clutch of penguins honking to one another, before the
serenity is shattered by WIllow s green cl oud bl ossom ng out
into the air, depositing one very angry dragon head first
into the snow.

The nonmentum t he dragon junped through the portal with
carries over and it burrows into the ground as though fired
froma cannon

The di stressed penguins dive for the safety of the sea as the
dazed | ooki ng beast shakes its head, claws itself upright out
of the snow, then with a stretch of its mghty w ngs and

anot her deafening ROAR it takes to the skies, flying up

t owards the sun.

( CONTI NUED)
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VWH TE QOUT:
FADE UP
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE — KI TCHEN. NI GHT. 15
We fade up onto an ol d book showi ng a sketch illustration of

our dragon, next to a pencil drawing of Buffy’'s detailing
what she fought.

We pull back to reveal G les, nodding as he shows the page to
Marie, who smles and nods. They turn the book round and show
it to Buffy.

BUFFY
That’s him | was thinking of
calling him*®Bob.” Mght nmake him a
bit less terrifying.

G LES
As | thought. W' ve seen this kind
of creature before - it’'s one of

several, conmanded by U ithios back
in the dark ages.

MARI E
And by that, we nean the very
dar kest of dark ages.

BUFFY
That’ s what peopl e said about
grunge.
(off Gles' confused | ook)
Sorry, carry on.

G LES
Well, ah, Uithios, like all the
A d Ones, kept an arny of powerfu
creatures to enforce its bidding,
and while they were normally seen
in the command of the relevant Ad
One in huge nunbers, there have
been many reported incidences of
one or maybe two of these creatures
appearing in the service of earthly
followers of the A d Ones. Al nost
| oaned out, if you wll.

BUFFY
I’d hate to see the library fine
for that thing! So, it’s like an
advance party for nore of thenf

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES
Sadly, yes. Whether it was U ithios
itself, still I|acking enough power

to sunmbn themall at once, or one
of its followers doing the dirty
work, the fact remmi ns we have a
very dangerous adversary on our
hands here.

BUFFY
You said there were other
i nstances. When was the last tine
one of these things showed up?

G LES
(puts on gl asses; reads)
Ah, it appeared off the coast of
Tokyo, the Boso Peninsula to be
precise, in 1954, and it seens it
took quite a lot of effort to drive
it off..

BUFFY
(suspi ci ousl y)
How nuch?

EXT. BOSO PENI NSULA — NI GHT. 16
CAPTI ON: Boso Peninsul a, Japan - 1954

We're in black and white for this scene, as we | ook down on a
long road | eading up to a dockyard and port, filled both with
hordes of screaming citizens, fleeing in terror, and | ong
lines of tanks and trucks filled with soldiers, trying to
barge through the crowds to face whatever is off screen

We see a GENERAL, riding in the back of one of the jeeps
| eading the mlitary convoy, |ooking at whatever the crowds
are running fromthrough binocul ars.

He lowers them then turns to the tanks behind himand raises
his armto order themto fire.

Wth a roar, we see another version of the dragon Buffy has
been fighting, its head back as it roars, spotlights fromthe
land highlighting it as it stonps through warehouses and

ot her buildings in the port.

Dozens of explosions fromthe tanks, artillery fire and gun
shots arc through the air towards the creature as the

conbi ned m ght of the Japanese arny tries to take the dragon
down. It wades unaffected through the m ghty fusill ade.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE — KI TCHEN. NI GHT. 17

Back with Buffy, who | ooks sonmewhat surprised.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
(quietly)
Oh. .

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT TWO

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:

EXT. SKIES ABOVE CLEVELAND. NI GHT. 18

We fade up to see the dragon, flapping its way back towards
Cl evel and and Buffy, the city lights glittering up from
several hundred feet below us as the creature arcs to the
left, starting its descent.

The thick cloud cover is still in place, occasional |ightning
flashes flaring inside the clouds.

| NT> SUMVERS RESI DENCE - KI TCHEN. NI GHT. 19
As before, with Buffy talking to Gles and Mari e.

G LES
What we already know is that the
dragons were bred to target the
nost powerful of their commander’s
enem es, W ping out arny generals
and chanpions first to allow the
rest of the troops to be w ped out
nore easily.

BUFFY
And again with the confidence
bui | di ng.
MARI E
(irritated)

Buffy, Gles is doing his best
here, the | east you could do is
listen instead of just naking
flippant comment s!

G les and Buffy share a |look at Marie' s outburst. Gles grins
and Buffy nods, a little sheepishly.

BUFFY
You're right, sorry. Just trying to
keep nmy flags flying, you know..

Mari e nods and sighs, |ooking tired.
MARI E
| shouldn’t have snapped, it’s been

a long few days for all of us so
far.

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES
I"mafraid that’'s all we' ve
uncovered for now, and wherever
W Il ow nmanaged to send the creature
to, it’'s doubtless on its way back

by now.
BUFFY
(grins)
Rel ax. | have a plan. A plan so
cunning, | could stick a tail on it
and call it a fox.

G les renmoves his gl asses and rubs his eyes.

G LES
(wearily)
Agai nst ny better judgenent..
alright then, let’s hear it.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - FRONT ROOM NI GHT. 20

Buf fy stands, speechifying node activated as everyone el se
sits and waits for her to speak.

Dawn is in the front roomtoo, one eye on Jackson, dozing
lightly again but w thout anyone noticing. Dawn | ooks away
just as Jackson stirs at | ast.

Jackson’s eyes are a pure mlk white for a nonent, before he
bl i nks once and they return to normal.

He stands and heads over to stand near Buffy.

BUFFY
That’s going to be the plan, then.
You're all an inportant piece of
this puzzle, so I'mtrusting you
all to do your part. WIIlow knows
the details, she'll be |eading you
out on this one.

WIllow doesn't ook too thrilled at this.

W LLOW
Wait a mnute, me?

BUFFY
(beat)
| can’t go with you this tine.

ANDREW
Huh?
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BUFFY
There’'s sonething else |'ve got to
do, sonething inportant. And |
can’'t be in two places at once,
despite feeling |like |I’ve been
trying for the past few years.

XANDER
Why not? You know, you managed to
take one eye out of that thing | ast
time, who's to say you won't get
t he other one this round?

BUFFY
Xander, trust ne. Al of you, in
fact, | know you're going to take

this thing out. Is everybody clear
on what they’ re doi ng?

A beat as the Scoobi es exchange | ooks, then gradually they
start to nod as their trust of Buffy kicks in.

FAI TH
B, | was born ready.
XANDER
Yeah, what she sai d.
ANDREW
Um .
BUFFY

"Il take that as a yes.

DAVWN
(to get attention)
What about ne?

BUFFY
(pretends to think)
Nope, still under house arrest.

Let’s get noving, | don’t think
that thing's too far away, and |
want -

Buffy notices that WI Il ow suddenly | ooks pal e, breathing
faster as though stood inside an icebox.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
W1l ow?

W LLOW

It’s.. it’s comng back. It’s
al nost here.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
(smles)
Perf ect.

Xander turns and hugs Anya, who smles bravely as he picks up
an axe and heads for the front door, pausing to hug Buffy
bef ore di sappeari ng outsi de.

Faith foll ows, heavy sword tied across her back and getting a
hug off Buffy before she exits. Gles and Marie wal k past,
pul | ing on thick raincoats.

Gles smles in his fatherly way down at Buffy before they
step outside, |eaving Andrew, Dawn and Jackson

ANDREW
So, um.

BUFFY
Andrew, it’s okay. Did you speak to
Jody like | asked?

ANDREW
Yeah. We, um we’ve been having a
few problens lately, so, | had to
prom se a few things to get himto,

ah, hel p.
Buffy rai ses an eyebrow, but Andrew just huffs.

ANDREW (cont ' d)
| promised |'d go round after al
this is done and.. talk. | haven’'t
been doi ng nuch of that lately.

BUFFY
Real | y? Hadn’t noticed.
(beat)
" m ki ddi ng, Andrew. You all set?

Andr ew nods, and wal ks out the front door as Jackson | eans
over and whi spers sonething in Buffy's ear.

ANYA
So! I'"’mjust going to wait here
then, right?

BUFFY
Uh, no, Anya, renenber what you
have to do?

ANYA
(pout s)
Yes, | renenber. | was just hoping
for a nonment that you'd forgotten.
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She wal ks out, pausing to hug Buffy awkwardly.

ANYA (cont’ d)

(brightly)
Don’t get eaten!

BUFFY
(beat)
Thanks. | think.

Dawn | ooks across at Buffy, then Jackson, then folds her arns
and sits down on the sofa, |ooking |like she doesn’t plan on
| eaving Buffy and Jackson al one. The two exchange a | ook.

DI SSOLVE TO.
EXT. CHARLESTON & SMYTHE - ROOFTOP. NI GHT. 21
Gles and Marie stand, battered by the winds and rain

scanning the skies. Marie is runmagi ng around inside a
satchel bag as G les keeps the | ookout.

G LES
(shouting over w nd)
Are you sure this will work?
MARI E
Oh, yes, definitely. Certain.
Absol utely.
(beat)
Well, not really. But it’s al nost

sure to work!

G LES
I think the general atnosphere of
uncertainty that seens to surround
Buffy is rubbing off on you at
| ast ..

MARI E
Oh, hush. Ah, here we are!

Marie lifts out a pal msized crystal ball fromthe satchel,
and holds it up into the air. It imediately starts glowng a
deep red colour, and a | ow hunm ng noi se can be heard.

G LES
(beat)
Is it working?

MARI E
Gve it a nonent..

From sonewhere off screen, we hear a | oud ROAR fromthe

dragon. It’s close by, still cloaked by the thick fog
covering the city.
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G les and Marie exchange a | ook, then Marie places the bal
down on the rooftop and the two quickly hurry off screen.

Still glowng the vibrant red, we stay on the ball for a
nmonent before a shadow falls across it, and we hear the heavy
breathing of the dragon as it conmes cl oser.

Its huge snout pokes into view, sniffing the air around the
crystal as though it was investigating a piece of neat.

XANDER (O. S.)
Hey! !

W apped up in a bright yell ow kagoul e, axe in one hand,
nmegaphone in the other, he stares back across at the dragon
fromthe other side of the long, thin rooftop

XANDER (cont’ d)
(t hrough negaphone)
Yeah, that’'s right, fresh neat!
Ri ght this way!

The dragon, perched against the end of the rooftop, gripping

on with its powerful forearns, |ifts its head and cocks it to
one side as it peers down on the defiant Xander, who suddenly
seens very, very small by conparison.

XANDER (cont’ d)
(quietly)
That’s right, chase after ne and
remind me how this is, wthout
doubt, the stupidest thing | have
ever done in ny |ong, stupid,
life..

The dragon suddenly throws its head forward and bell ows out a
m ghty roar, al nost knocking Xander off his feet.

The dragon lifts itself up and gets one leg up onto the roof,
clearly making its way towards Xander, who starts to slowy
edge backwar ds.

XANDER (cont’ d)
Alright, conme on.. conme to Captain
Harris. .

Still burning away, the ball is suddenly shattered as one of
the dragon’s feet |ands squarely on it.

Xander suddenly breaks into a run, sprinting away as fast as
he can fromthe dragon, which roars again and starts to power
after him smashing away air vents and aerials as it barrels
across the rooftop.

Xander races along a wal kway |inking the Charl eston & Snythe

building to the one next door, throwing a frantic | ook over
hi s shoul der at the advanci ng beast.
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From his point of view, we see several hundred tons of angry
dragon neat, closing fast.

Xander yells in fear and tries to run faster.

XANDER (cont’ d)
Must go faster.. nmust go faster!

We can see that Xander is rapidly approaching the end of the
roof, but he doesn’t seemto be stopping.

Wth one | ast stolen | ook over his shoul der, he drops right
off the lip of the rooftop and out of sight..

and down into the waiting safety cradle of the w ndow
cl eaner’ s basket waiting below He |ands awkwardly,
scrabbling back to his feet and heaving for breath. A hand
reaches into frame to lift himup

Beam ng happily, simlarly dressed in a yellow raincoat, Anya
hel ps her man up.

ANYA
You did it! And you' re not dead!
XANDER
(sarcastic)
Yeah, hi honey, and yes, |I'’mfine..

Xander | ooks past Anya and speaks to soneone to his right.

XANDER (cont’ d)
He's all yours!

W pan slowly to the right to see Faith, staring downwards,
sword still across her back, her hair plastered to her face
fromthe rain. W stay on her as a shadow falls on us from
over head.

The dragon, unable to slow its nomentum down, skids clean off
the edge of the building in pursuit of Xander, but after
falling past the cleaner’s basket unfurls and flaps its w ngs
once, stabilising its fall and hovering in mdair between the
tall inner city buildings. It cranes its head left and right,
| ooki ng for Xander.

She steps up onto the lip of the basket, |ooking down at the
dragon hovering bel ow.

XANDER (cont’ d)
Any | ast words?

FAI TH

(not | ooki ng round)
Ask ne | ater.
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Wth that, she junps off the basket. W snap round to foll ow
her descent as she freefalls down towards the dragon, aim ng
for the back of its neck as she drops.

Wth a thud, she | ands right where she needed, grabbing hold
of a thick scale as a handhold to stop herself sliding right
off its rain-soaked hide.

The dragon roars and takes off, swooping left and right
sharply between the taller towers of the city, trying to
shake Faith off.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - FRONT ROOM NI GHT. 22
Buffy is talking to Dawn as Jackson stands behi nd her.

BUFFY
So you're sure that’s where the
al | eyway was?

DAVWN
Very sure. You don't forget it in a
hurry when sonet hi ng nean and
denoni ¢ | eaps out of a dark shadow
to attack you

Dawn gl ances at Jackson to check he’s buying the story.

BUFFY
Then we’re settled. I’mgoing to go
and find this thing and see if it
can lead ne straight to Uithios.
(beat)
And then ask himwhy his boss chose
such a nane | ane.

JACKSON
Is there anything nore you can tell
us about whatever attacked you? You
know, help us identify it, get an
i dea what we’'re expecting.

BUFFY
(still ranbling)

and | nean, how do you try to
get people to renenber your nane
when you spell it like that? Is
t here sonme ki nd of denonic contest
to have the nost vowels possible in
one nane?

Jackson lays a hand on Buffy’s shoulder to bring her out of
her rant.
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BUFFY (cont’ d)
Ahem Anyway, Dawn, you stay here
for when the others get back.

Jackson will be here too in case
anyt hi ng happens. 1’1l be back
soon.

Buffy stands and turns to | eave, but Dawn suddenly shoots up
to her feet also.

DAV
Wait! You can’t | eave ne wth-
(beat)
| nmean, don’t | eave ne al one.

Agai n.

She shoots a | ook across to Jackson, who smles warnly back
at her.

JACKSON
(nods)
Rel ax, 1'’m going to be down here
keepi ng a | ookout, you can just
stay upstairs and rest.

Dawn | ooks back to Buffy, who nods as if to say ‘it’s okay.’

DAVWN
(frowns)
Fine. 1'll be upstairs, then, by
the | ooks of it..

She turns and wal ks up to her room Jackson | ooks down at
Buf fy when Dawn is out of earshot.

JACKSON
You be careful, okay?
BUFFY
I will. Hey, this is nme, renenber?
Careful’s nmy m ddl e nane.
JACKSON
| thought it was ‘ Anne’ ?
BUFFY
| have | ots.
(ki sses him

See ya.

She picks up her scythe, pulls on her coat and heads out
t hrough the front door, |eaving Jackson |ooking after her.
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EXT. ABOVE THE STREETS OF CLEVELAND. NI GHT. 23

W' re close on Faith, grunting with exertion as she tries to
hold on to the dragon’s back, |osing her footing several
times but holding on grimy.

She reaches one hand round to her back and draws the sword, a
w cked- | ooki ng serrated bl ade. Using the |Iong spines on the
dragon’s scales for |everage, she starts to push her way
along towards its head, all the while buffeted by the strong
W nds and the dragon’s attenpts to unseat her.

The dragon is concentrating on its flying and doesn’'t really
notice Faith getting closer to its head until she is able to
sit just at the top of its neck, legs out either side of her
to hold herself in place as she raises the sword up above her
head.

FAI TH
End of the line, Godzill al

She SLAMS the sword down into the back of the creature’s head
with all her considerable mght. It screans out in pain,
writhing desperately in the air as Faith continues to push
the sword down, dark green blood jetting out fromit and
sprayi ng over her.

The dragon’s wings start to fold up as it curls up in pain,
and the dragon becones about as aerodynam c as a house brick,
starting to hurtle towards the ground at terrifying speed.

She | ooks up, and her eyes w den as she sees the ground
rushing up towards her.

The dragon’s head is in the foreground, still yowing in
agony, as the concrete streets bel ow race towards us.

She takes one | ast | ook and then cl oses her eyes and starts
to brace herself for the inpact.

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT THREE

( CONTI NUED)



24

25

34.

CONTI NUED
ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
EXT. ABOVE THE STREETS OF CLEVELAND. NI GHT. 24
Still scream ng down through the rain with Faith and the

dragon, the Slayer using the sword buried in the back of the
dragon to hang on for dear life as the beast hurtles towards
t he ground.

EXT. CLEVELAND - STREET. N GHT. 25

Wth an almghty SMACK it finally hits the deck, throw ng
Faith clear as it | eaves a dragon-sized dent in the street
bel ow, shattering glass wi ndows of the thankfully cl osed
shops and setting off car alarnms up and down the road.

Wth a yell, Faith flies into franme, crashing through the
branches of a tree planted between two snmall shops and
snappi ng every one on the way down to the ground.

She lands in an undignified heap and rolls onto her back, the
wi nd knocked out of her but a grin on her face.

FAI TH
(1 aughs)
Heh, that was ki nda cool ..

She hears the sound of falling bricks and | eaps to her feet,
| ooki ng behi nd her.

Pawi ng desperately at the back of its head to try and

di sl odge the sword stuck in it, hobbling fromside to side
and knocki ng chunks out of the buildings all around it inits
efforts. The dragon suddenly pauses and stares straight
towards the canera.

CGetting to her feet and already tensing to start running as
we hear the dragon’s footsteps and its shadow starting to
| oom over her.

Wth a howing roar, the dragon bows its head and starts to

race after the Sl ayer, who takes to her heels and runs down

the street as fast as she can. Faith runs past a closed café
and yells to soneone off screen

FAI TH (cont’ d)
I ncom ng! Big and nean at six
o’ cl ock! Go, go, go!

Faith races off screen, and as the pounding of the dragon’s
f oot st eps becones ever |ouder, we stay on the café as WI | ow
steps out into the rain, staring the beast down. She gul ps
once and rai ses her hands.
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W LLOW
(quietly)
Her e goes.. again.
(shout s)
Locum nungue ex dom ci | us!

As before, the green tendrils of mst spiral fromWIIlow s
fingers and into the air, formng a thick green cloud in
front of the dragon, which is now al nost on top of WII ow.

She cl oses her eyes and braces herself. W wait a | ong beat,
before WIllow carefully opens one eye.

She can just see the green cloud and nothing el se. She
breathes a sigh of relief and waves her hands once to
di ssi pate the cloud..

... to reveal the dragon, standing just shy of the edge of
the cloud, glaring dowmn at her with its one good eye, not
having fallen for the sane trick tw ce.

The bl ood drains fromher face as she stands, frozen to the
spot in terror. The dragon’s snout loons into franme, sniffing
the air experinentally around the w cca.

Sensing her power, the head rears back a little and then
roars at maxi mum volune right into her face.

W Il ow stunbl es backwards, hands over her ears and yelling
agai nst the deafening noise as Faith quickly sprints back
into frame, grabbing the dazed WI Il ow and runni ng back off
screen, away fromthe dragon.

EXT. CLEVELAND - ANOTHER STREET. NI GHT. 26

Faith drags the senseless WIIlow al ong, round a corner and
away fromthe dragon as it steps out from behind a buil ding
overshadowi ng them watching the two humans scurry away from
it down the street. It glares down at themas the fog and
clouds start to build up around it again.

FAI TH
What happened? | thought you were
going to zap it with that portal

t hi ng?
W LLOW
(QFOQQY)
.. It knew.. what | was.
trying..
FAI TH

Ch great, a snmart two-hundred ton
pi ssed of f dragon. Just what we
needed!
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EXT. CLEVELAND - CENTRAL PARK. NI GHT. 27

Andr ew st ands, al nost hidden by the foliage around him
canmouf | age pai nt snmeared over his cheeks and forehead, urban
camm print clothes on and a hel net topped with | eaves and
twigs to conplete the | ook.

He scans the still evening with a pair of binocul ars,
| onering them and frowni ng when he doesn’t see anyt hi ng.
JODY (O S.)
Hey.
ANDREW
Whah! !

Andrew junps out of his skin, and | ooks to his right. W pan
across a little to pick up JODY, dressed perfectly normally
i n hooded top and jeans, hood up against the rain.

JODY
Sorry, did | scare you?
(beat; grins)
Capt ai n Commando?

ANDREW
I’ m maki ng the best use of natural
cover, um to facilitate ny part of
the plan, actually.

JODY
OCh, cool. This what you called ne
out here for?

ANDREW
Yes it is, ny friend, yes it is.

A beat as Andrew | ooks round with his binocul ars again. Jody
coughs once to get Andrew s attention

JODY
So!

ANDREW
Yes. .

Anot her beat, then both boys start tal king at once.

ANDREW ( cont ' d)
(over Jody)
| ve been pretty dunb..

JODY

(over Andrew)
I was kinda rough on you.

( CONTI NUED)
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The boys pause, then grin as Jody bows his head to | et Andrew
speak.

ANDREW
I’m uh, sorry |I wasn't straighter
W th you.
(beat)
Uh, if you know what | nean.
JODY
| get it, no pun intended. |I'm

sorry | rushed you into things. |
like you, Andrew, and | want to
keep spending tine with you. You're
cool, in a geeky sort of way. And
if you don’'t want it to be a ful

on relationship just yet, well..
well then that's cool too.

ANDREW
Real | y?

JODY
Yeah, man, you know how it is
sonmetines. Not a great anount of
ot her gay guys round here, so ne
pushing away the first one | net
that | actually liked wasn't a
brilliant plan..

They share a smle, disturbed by the approaching sound of
heavy, thunderous footsteps. Jody |ooks al arnmed as Andrew
grits his teeth and raises his binocul ars again.

JODY (cont’ d)
VWhat the Britney Spears is that?

ANDREW
The final part of the plan.

EXT. CLEVELAND - ANOTHER STREET. NI GHT. 28

Faith runs past, supporting the hobbling WIllow with one arm
frantically | ooking round for sone way to outrun the dragon.

She throws her head round as we hear a roar from behind them
Wl ow raises a weak finger, blood dripping fromher danmaged
ears.

W LLOW
That way.. park’s that way..

( CONTI NUED)
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FAI TH

(flustered)
Yeah, | know, but we’'re gonna end
up as a Happy Meal if we don’'t
start nmovin faster.. dam it! W
need sone wheels. WIIl, you stil
too weak to just snap your fingers
and zap us over there?

W LLOW
Yup.. I'mall zapped out..

Faith frantically | ooks round, then spots sonething off
screen and nanages a grateful grin.

EXT. CLEVELAND - MORE STREETS. NI GHT. 29

The dragon plods into view, bloody gashes all over its body
from both the rough | andi ng and pl oughi ng through the inner
city blocks of Ceveland, swinging its head fromside to side
to look for its quarry.

We suddenly hear the VROOM of a notorcycl e engi ne revving.

As the dragon whips its head round, Faith and WI I ow burst
out froman alley next to a boarded up biker’s bar, riding a
gl eam ng notorcycle. Faith rides, WIIlow hanging on for dear
[ife behind her.

The dragon roars and sets off after the girls again, who this
time can stay ahead of the nonster thanks to the raw speed of
t he bi ke.

FAI TH
Hang on, WII, this could get
bunpy!

Faith plants one foot down and pulls a hard left, wenching
t he handl ebars to one side to make the sharp turn.

We stay and watch the bi ke power away fromus as the dragon
foll ows them awkwardly round the turn, still howing as it
chases them

EXT. CLEVELAND - CENTRAL PARK. NI GHT. 30

Andr ew wat ches out fromthe foliage as we hear first the

not or bi ke’ s engi ne, then the howl s and crashing footsteps of
the dragon as they cone closer. Jody is backing away, | ooking
pretty al arned.

JODY

So.. this is still part of the
pl an?

( CONTI NUED)
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ANDREW
Un | think Faith had to inprovise,
but yeah, kinda.. come on, quick

Andrew darts off screen, dragging Jody with him

Looki ng towards the bike with the dragon gaining in the
background, Faith throws one | ook behind her then accelerates
agai n.

As we watch, she drives up a disabled access ranp and flies
through the air, landing with a wobble on a path inside the
park, Kkicking up clods of nuddy dirt as the bike powers

al ong.

Faith slows the bike to a stop and hops off, scooping up

Wl low as the bike crashes to its side. She jogs up to where
Andrew and Jody are waiting, inside the cover of the thick
trees of the forest.

ANDREW (cont ' d)
Is she okay?

FAI TH
She bl ew her batteries. Slight
change of plan but five by five
now. You guys ready?

ANDREW
Uh, yeabh.

We hear the dragon roar off screen, and the group turn back
round towards the park entrance.

FAI TH
Good.. ‘cause we’'re about to find
out if you spent your |ife watching
the right novies or not..

The dragon reaches the entrance to the park and takes one
step forward, its mghty head swnging fromside to side as
it sniffs the air.

Al is quiet except for the stormlashing down around us as
the beast takes a few nore steps forward, trying to |ocate
its prey.

W stay with it for another beat, until we hear a distant
yel | :

FAI TH (cont’ d)
Do it!!

St andi ng next to sone hastily rigged up cables, they hack at

them once with axes, slicing the material in two and junping
clear as the thick cables whip up and out of sight.

( CONTI NUED)
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The dragon raises its head as a thick pair of power cables
suddenly swi ng down, cut |l oose fromtheir restraints
over head.

It has enough tinme to register a vague | ook of surprise
before FWPP! The cables slice clean through the neck of the
dragon.

It stands still for a nonment, before a thick green |line of

bl ood starts to form across the base of its neck, and as we
watch its head slowy slides forward, and the headl ess torso
t oppl es backwar ds.

Wat ching fromthe safety of the treeline as the dragon’s huge
head | ands before themwith a | oud CRASH, shortly foll owed by
anot her thud as the body hits the ground. Silence for a few
beat s.

JODY
Whah. Which novie did you get that
i dea fron?

ANDREW
Un actually, | was just kind of

goin withit..
I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - FRONT ROOM NI GHT. 31
Dawn suddenly | ooks round, as though hearing sone distant
call, and then | ooks crestfallen as she realises that her

denmon i s dead. Jackson wal ks back into the roomw th a cup of
coffee that he finishes off.

JACKSON
Hey. You okay?

DAV
Yes. Yes, |I'mfine.

Jackson | ooks outside as the stormstarts to lift, its reason
for existence now lying headless in the city’'s central park.
Jackson grins.

JACKSON
I think that's a good sign!

Dawn, distracted, manages a fake smle as Jackson sits.
JACKSON (cont’ d)
You know, Dawn, there’s sonething
wanted to ask you

DAWN
Me?

( CONTI NUED)
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Dawn sits,

41.

JACKSON
Yeah, | need your help with it too.
a curious | ook on her face.

DAVWN
So what’s up?

JACKSON
When | was dozing off earlier, when
Buf fy was doi ng her big speech

thing.. | saw sonet hing.
DAV
You di d?
JACKSON
Yeah, | think.. | think it was one

of those Powers That Be things that
| hear so nuch about. At |east, |
think so, it didn't really have a
form you know? It was just..

t here.

Dawn | ooks bl ankly at himand Jackson chuckl es.

JACKSON (cont’ d)
Yeah, | know, pretty random huh.
But it told nme sonething, it told
me how we can beat U ithios.

DAVWN
(tries to hide suspicion)
Real ly? It did?

JACKSON

Yeah, it said that apparently al
we needed was this one passage from
a book that Buffy left round m ne,
and this axe of hers too.
Apparently, we put this spell on
the axe, and it enchants it so that
it can actually hurt Uithios.

(grins)
Pretty nifty, huh? | nean, we
shoul d probably wait for Buffy to
get back before we tell her.

DAWN

(qui ckly)
No, wait.. Wuldn’t it be cool if
we had it ready once she got back
from shaki ng that denon down?
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2) DAWR( cont ' d)
You know, the others are off
fighting that dragon and probably
W nning, if the sudden change in
weat her is anything to go by, and
here we are, doing nothing.. You
fol |l ow ne?

JACKSON
So.. we head to mne and do this
spell, then just hand Buffy the axe
when she gets back, right?

DAVWN
(smrks)
Exactly.
JACKSON

kay, cool. Cone on, let’s go, |
don’'t live too far away.

Jackson stands and grabs his coat as Dawn gives his back her
best evil grin.

EXT. CLEVELAND - CENTRAL PARK. NI GHT. 32
Andrew stands proudly in front of the dragon’s head as Jody
takes a Polaroid of the two of them and we see that G| es,
Mari e, Xander and Anya have joi ned the group.

WIllow sits on a tree stunp, gathering her breath while Faith
stands over her.

FAI TH
You back up to max agai n?
W LLOW
Easy, Faith, |’mnot the Energizer

bunny, you know

The two girls share a smle as Faith points a thunb back
towards the dragon’s carcass.

FAI TH
What do we do about that thing?
It’'s still the mddle of the night,

but | doubt very nmuch we can bury a
whol e headl ess dragon by the tine
the norning shift rolls in.

W LLOW
Well, | may be able to, uh, burn it
up or sonething, or.

Before WIlow can finish her sentence, the dragon’s head

suddenly hi ccups once, and Andrew shrieks in fear and junps
awnay.

( CONTI NUED)
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As the group watch, the head and body slowy start to
di ssol ve, o00zing down and soaking into the nuddy ground
bel ow. WIIlow grins.

W LLOW (cont’ d)
Heh, bi odegradabl e bad guys.. now
|"ve seen it all

Anya snuggl es up happily to Xander, who is |ooking relieved
that everybody made it through this okay.

XANDER
Wel ! Anot her one bites the dust,
huh, An?
ANYA
Yes. |'mglad you' re not dead.
(beat)

Xander, renmenber what we were
speaki ng about a few weeks ago?

XANDER
Well.. probably, why don’t you
rem nd nme?

ANYA
About ki ds. And us having them

XANDER
Ch, that.. heh, | stick by what |
said then, honey, not for a | ong,
long tinme yet.

ANYA
Oh. . oh, okay.
(1 ong beat)
Xander, |’ m pregnant.
XANDER

(1l ong beat; snaps head to
| ook at her)
What ?! ?

Anya smles hopefully up at him but the bl ood seens to be
drai ning from Xander’ s face.

XANDER (cont’ d)
But.. how.. when..

ANYA
Oh, and |’ ve al so worked out why
|’ ve been feeling so funny since |
st opped bei ng a ghost.
(beat)
That’' s because of the baby too.

( CONTI NUED)
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Xander is lost for words for the first time in his life. He
just stares blankly at Anya as she snuggl es up agai nst him
agai n, squeezing himtightly.

I NT. JACKSON S PAD. NI GHT. 33

Jackson opens the door and heads inside, Dawn cautiously
stepping inside as Jackson flicks a |ight switch on.

JACKSON
Ah, good, the power’s back on. Cone
on in, the stuff’s just in the
front room

Jackson wal ks off screen into his living roomas Dawn steels
herself, glaring at his back as she follows him

I NT. JACKSON S PAD - LIVING ROOM NI GHT. 34

Jackson is rummagi ng through a makeshi ft weapons chest behi nd
his sofa, a thick red | eather bound book next to him Dawn

| ooks down, reaches to grab sonething off screen and then
creeps up behind him

JACKSON
(wi thout turning round)
The book’s there, the axe is in

here somewhere.. ah, man! \Were is
it?

We | ook at Dawn’s back, and Jackson leaning into the chest in
front of her, panning a little to the side to see Dawn
hol ding the axe in question!

Jackson sits back, huffing as Dawn rai ses the axe to strike
the killer blow

JACKSON (cont’ d)
Nope, it’s not here. HmMm . where
did | leave it?

DAVWN
(with venon
Maybe you’' re not | ooking hard
enough!

Jackson turns, and Dawn swi ngs the axe down towards him He's
got no tine to react, and no roomto dodge..

SNAP! Buffy’s hand streaks into frame and grabs Dawn’s arm
hol di ng t he axe steady.

The axe has stopped inches from Jackson’s forehead, and after

his eyes boggle at it for a noment he | eans carefully back
and gets to his feet.

( CONTI NUED)
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Dawn stares coldly into Buffy’'s eyes as the Sl ayer hol ds her
sister’s armup, a cold, cold look in her eyes. There's no
need for words.

The secret is out.

BLACK QUT:

END OF SHOW




