BUFFY THE VAMPI RE SLAYER
"Cradl e"

by
Darren J. El dred

(c) 2004 Soul sl ayi ng Productions



TEASER
FADE | N:
I NT. SHAW RESI DENCE - LOUNGE - NI GHT 1

The canmera pans the magnolia painted walls until we cone to
BUFFY. Her eyes are narrowed on DAWN, whose armis gripped by
the slayer, prevented from causing any danmage with the axe in
her hand. JACKSON is cautiously watching the pair fromthe
doorway, his eyes never |eaving their presence.

DAVWN
This isn’'t supposed to happen.
(to Buffy)
You’' re not supposed to be here.
BUFFY
Deal with it.

Buffy brings her armup for a hit but Dawn swats her away

w th a backhand, sending her CRASH NG into the wall, cracking
it. Jackson GRABS the axe but Dawn quickly turns, clasps her
hand around his neck, and lifts himfromthe fl oor.

DAVWN
You dare to chal |l enge ne? You are
but a fly anong spi ders.

JACKSON
Get the hell off ne!

Jackson KI CKS her between the | egs and she DROPS him He
gathers hinself quickly, then sweeps his | egs along the
floor, taking out her |egs.

Dawn falls, dropping the axe. Jackson swoops it up and gets
to her, bringing it high over his head.

BUFFY
(shout s)
Wai t!

He stops as he brings it down, his eyes darting to Buffy. She
rushes over and takes the weapon from him

BUFFY (cont’ d)
It’s still Dawn.

Dawn FLIPS up, l|anding on her feet. She eyes Buffy with a
confident smrk. She starts towards them but stops suddenly,
| ooki ng herself over. After a nonent, she |ooks back at them

Her eyes are a GLON NG RED.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

DAVWN
The change is al nost over. This
body wi Il soon become nore than it
is.

BUFFY
That body belongs to ny sister.

DAVWN

(curious)
You | ove her. You... you gave your
life for her. For this world.

(beat)
| remenber. Everything. The host’s
menories are... tainted. Sone are
not real. Sonme are too real

(beat)
This vessel is corrupted.

JACKSON
Wi ch shoul d suit you well,
Uit hios.

Dawn grabs himby his shirt and THROAMS himinto the wall. He
crunbles to the floor, notionless. Buffy brings the axe
cl oser, threatening.

DAVWN
My nane is beyond your speech. None
of you can conprehend ny exi stence.

BUFFY
Not cari ng.
(beat)
Now get the hell out of ny sister.

DAVWN
You don't know. You don't know
because you are human. The vesse
i s dead.
(di sgust ed)
For weeks | have had to sinulate

this host. | wasn’t strong enough
to make ny nove. But still, |
wat ched, | learnt. You are al

fl awed. Enotions running though you
like poison. It’s vile.

BUFFY
it’s so bad then why are you
i1l here?

DAVWN
Thousands of years | have been
waiting for this day, to bring
about ny world once again.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2) DAVIK( cont " d)

Soon the chaos | once enforced wll

reign once again and you wll fal
to ny power.

(beat)
My allies will rise, ny enem es
will die. Uithios will be the only
word spoken by the nortal tongue.
It will be spoken with fear, wth
awe. | am --

Buffy SWNGS the axe into Dawn’s gut, burying it into her
body. Dawn | ooks down, then at Buffy.

BUFFY
If Dawn’s dead, you' |l die too.

Dawn FALLS back, over the coffee table, and to the ground,
t he axe hanging out of her. Buffy | eans over and Dawn sl owy
rai ses her hand, touching the slayer’s cheek.

DAVN
See.

A light begins to emanate from Dawn’s hand until it fills the
entire screen. Then --

BLACK QUT.

END OF TEASER

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: ( 3)
ACT _ONE
FADE | N
INT. CAVES - N GHT - SEVEN WEEKS AGO 2

Dawn is standing in the rocky area, inthe mddle is a
contained fire. She is | ooking above, where there is nothing
but darkness, an anul et dangling in her hand.

DAV
Tell nme about Jackson Shaw.

VO CE (O 9)
Hi s exi stence was put in notion
| ong ago. Everything he is is
unf ol ding and soon, the events
happening wi Il becone cl earer.

DAVWN
He’'s linked... to... sonething
el se. There’s sonething el se here,
sonet hi ng bad.

VOCE (O S
(di sturbed)
You do not know.

DAV
No, | don’'t. Know what?

VO CE (O 9)

(beat)
Bef ore nman, there were denons.
These denons all ruled the world at
sonme point or another. They didn't
al ways get along and often killed
each other, nuch |ike nodern
humans. Each had their own
strengt hs and weaknesses, but the
bi ggest weakness wasn’t what they
had, it was what was to cone.

(beat)
Man. The denons were bani shed from
this world, sone slain, sone kept

in the Deeper Well, sone nerely
vani shed fromthe tine space
conti nuum

DAVWN
I know this already.

VO CE (O 9)
One by one they will return and
reclaimthis world that was once
theirs. They will cone and the
final fight will follow

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

VA CE(cont ' d)

(beat)
But sone are already in the
process. This is what is com ng.
This is what is already here.

DAVWN
That’s what’s been happeni ng? An
Add One is returning to this world?
How?

VO CE (O 9)
Uithios, or the Source, as it has
been conme to be known, has
disciples in this real mand nmany
others. The Bringers of Oigin set
his comng in notion hundreds of
years ago. A powerful seer in the
cult found a way for U ithios’
essence to be funnel ed back into
this world fromthe dinension it

had fled to.
(beat)
It would return in the formof a
nortal .
DAV
Jackson?
VOCE (QS)

(conti nui ng)
It could only conme with a birth of
the nortal, but the birth would
have to be nystical. Only by
magi cks coul d the essence be
mai nt ai ned. And so the Bringers of
Oigin placed an agent inside a
congress of good. These people were
protecting sonet hing, an enerqgy.

DAVWN
(realizing)
The nonks.
VO CE (O 9)

Yes. They harvested the Key and
made it human, sent it to the

Sl ayer. Using powerful neans, they
created a nortal but they did not
know U ithios’ essence had been
nmerged with this birth.

Dawn steps back, shocked.

DAV
(shocked)
Me. It’s... inside ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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She | ooks down at the amul et and after a nonent, tosses it
into the fire, which consunes it with a burning blue flane.

VOCE (O S
You nust | eave now.
DAVWN
But I... | don’'t believe you. How

could that be right?

VOCE (O S
It is howit is.

Dawn’ s eyes widen in fear.

JOYCE (V. O
When it’'s bad, Buffy won't choose
you. She’'ll be against you.
I NT. SHAW RESI DENCE - LOUNGE - NI GHT 3

The blinding light quickly retreats as Buffy STUMBLES back.
Dawn rises and pulls the axe out of her stomach, throwing it
to the floor. Unhurt.

DAVWN
Now you know.

BUFFY
It can’t be... this isn't right.

DAVWN
And to think. The vessel knew | ong
bef ore any of you.

BUFFY
Why didn’t she say anyt hi ng?

DAVWN
Because she died. The Bringers of
Oigin are everywhere, they had
foreseen the vessel |learning of the
truth Iong before she did. And so
t hey pinpointed her novenents and
one follower killed her.

BUFFY
(realizing)
The car acci dent.
(beat)
But... Jackson saved her. He
brought her back to life.

DAVWN
Curious how you can still only see
fairytal es.

( MORE)
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CONTI NUED: DAV cont " d)

So much hurt but yet all you
believe in are happily ever afters.

(beat)
The vessel is dead. | amall that’'s
left. Since then | have been
wat ching you all. You are weak and

irrational. You think wth your
hearts, hearts that punp usel ess
bl ood around your body |ike razor
bl ades. You | et yourselves be

sl aves to enotions.

Buffy doesn’t respond, still in a state of shock

DAWN (cont’ d)
My arny will rise. My will done.
And you will all die.
(beat)
I think I should be nore content
wi th that notion.

Buffy eyes her, noticing sonething.

BUFFY
Does it bother you?
DAVWN
It shouldn’'t.
BUFFY

But it does. That's enotions.

That’s what you' Il feel every

single day. You nmay be a denon but

you' re inside a human body now and

those feelings will only grow.
(beat)

Soon you won’t be able to nove

W t hout feeling sonething. You'll

be a slave, just |ike us.

DAV

(angry)
No! My power will overcone the
restraints of this vessel. The
linbs will exceed their natural

basis, and ny previous status wl|
once again grace this earth.

Jackson begins to STIR Dawn | ooks down at him cocking her
head, curious of his novenents.

DAWN (cont’ d)

(to Buffy)
Killing himwould hurt you nore
than killing you. That is your
weakness.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
You' ve al ready taken ny weakness.

DAVWN
Dawn. You | oved her.
(beat)
Now she is dead, what do you have
left to fight for?

BUFFY
(beat)
Her forgi veness.

Buffy swings a punch at Dawn, hitting her in the face. She
t hen ki cks her back, sending her CRASHI NG t hrough the w ndow
and out onto the |awn.

Jackson finally gets to his feet and sees Buffy grabbing the
axe fromthe fl oor

JACKSON
Buffy.

She turns to himbut her eyes are that of determ nation. He
gets it.

JACKSON (cont’d)
You're really gonna kill Dawn?

BUFFY
That' s not Dawn.

EXT. SHAW RESI DENCE - FRONT YARD 4
Buffy | eaps through the wi ndow, |anding on sone broken gl ass,
qui ckly foll owed by Jackson. She | ooks around but as the
canera slowy zoons out, we see that Dawn has gone.

I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - KI TCHEN 5
FAITH is holding a glass of water, staring out into the night

sky, scrapes a bruises mark her skin. G LES pushes the door
and cones through

FAI TH
The others still doing their happy
dance?
G LES
It’s nutated into a sl unber.
FAI TH
(smles)

Bi g night.

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES
Yes. Yes, it was.
(beat)
Faith, you acted... renmarkably.

She finally turns to face him another smle gracing her
l'ips.

FAI TH
This where you tell nme |’ mjust
like a real Sl ayer?

G LES
(smles)
I don’t think that’s... the way
you' ve cone back fromthe darkness,
it's the kind of resilience a
Wat cher woul d be proud of.

FAI TH
It’s no big. | rode a dragon, who
hasn’' t?
A brief |laugh escapes Gles' |ips.

FAI TH (cont’ d)
Besides, it’'s WIllow who did the
noj o and Xander and Andrew with the
head choppi ng.
(beat)
And since when did Andrew becone
thi s chanpi on of nerds?

G LES
Peopl e change, Faith.

FAI TH
| should know, right?

G les gives her a nod as they both nmake their way back
t hrough the door to the | ounge.

I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - LOUNGE 6

W LLOW and XANDER are sitting on the sofa. ANDREWIis sitting
at the table, with JODY hovering by him C ose, but not too
cl ose. Every now and agai n they exchange | ooks.

MARIE is on the other end of the table, with a | oad of books
in front of her. ANYA is in the arnthair, her hand placed on
her stomach. G les and Faith cone through, catching themin
m d- conver sati on.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JODY
| know you probably fight them
i ke, once every year, but it was a
Dragon. Like, a real Dragon.

XANDER
Dragons? That was our first.

JODY
Real ly? It was so cool

ANYA
Yes, it was cool how it al nost
killed us all.

JODY
| just neant, the way Faith was on
it looking all heroic-like, and
hott, and then the portal, and the
decapitating... I'’mso not gonna
sl eep toni ght.

W LLOW
(sonber)
Kennedy woul da | oved it.

Xander | ooks to her, quickly putting his arm around her and
pul l ing her closer to him

MARI E
It was exhilarating.

G LES
But it’s not over.

BUFFY (O S)
Damm right.

They all |ook to see Buffy and Jackson cone through the front
door. The sl ayer sets down the axe and fol ds her arns.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
We found Uit hios.

W LLOW
Oh ny God.
G LES
Are you all right?
JODY
Now, U ithios is The Source, right?
Cos, I"'ma little fuzzy on that.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

ANYA
Me too. But that could be because
I” m pregnant.

(beat)
Pregnant wonen are often
exasperated and irrational. 1’ve

read about it.
Xander gives her a nod.

G LES
(to Buffy)
Where was it?

BUFFY
At Jackson’s. It knew about him
doing the ritual to find out
exactly who it had inhabited.

XANDER
How did it know?

BUFFY
Because. ..

JACKSON

Because it’'s Dawn.

Silence. The whole roomfalls conpletely silent as that
statenent sinks in.

W LLOW
If Uithios is in Dawn, that woul d
mean. . .

G LES
It would mean Dawn i s dead.

BUFFY

No. She’s not.

(beat)
Gles, that thing told ne she was
but I'’mnot so sure. And | know
that you think she will be dead but
it was feeling what Dawn woul d be
feeling. It was show ng enotions.

G LES
Well, yes, it would do. It’s in a
human body now.

BUFFY
But | felt it.

(beat)
Dawn’ s not dead.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

Gles |ooks to Marie and they exchange a | ook. It’s obvious
they think Buffy’'s in denial.

ANDREW
So, what now?

BUFFY
Now, we track it down and get it
out of Dawn.

XANDER
Not to be all pessimstic but we're
dealing with an A d One here. It’'s
not gonna come quietly.

G LES
And how exactly do you plan on
getting it out of Dawn?

BUFFY
(to WIlow
Magi c?
W LLOW
| don’t knowif... I"mnot sure |
can.
BUFFY
Conme on, WIIl, you're one of the

nost powerful w ccas on this earth.
I f anyone can, you can.

W LLOW
But that’s just it. |I’mnot sure
anyone can.

BUFFY
They used magic to put the essence
of Uithios in Dawn, so we nust be
able to use magic to get it out.

Gles steps up to her.

G LES
Who?

BUFFY
The Bringers of Oigin, Uithios’
foll owers. One of them was anong
t he nonks who first... who nade
Dawn human. That’s how they got it
into this world.

MARI E
Dawn was... nmde?

( CONTI NUED)



13.
CONTI NUED:  ( 4)

BUFFY

Long story.
XANDER

Monks rmade her fromthe Key.
BUFFY

Ckay, not so | ong.

(beat)
Guys, we need to get to work here.
This denon is out in the open now
and it’s not gonna lay |ow for

| ong.

JODY
How did you... | nean, how did you
find out it was Dawn?

BUFFY

(beat)

I knew. O, | had ny suspicions but
| couldn’t act until we knew for
sure.

JACKSON

So we set a trap. Know ng Dawn
woul d hear and if she was really
Uithios then it would try and kil

ne.
BUFFY
Yeah, it was... well, it worked.
ANDREW
VWhat if she’'d really killed you?
JACKSON
(beat)

We hadn’t thought that far ahead.
Faith gets up, clutching her side.
FAI TH

Well, the Dragon’s history so
that’s one thing off the |ist,

right?

BUFFY
You got it?

FAI TH

Al dead. Shoul da been there, B

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES
Vell if Uithios has indeed bl own
its cover then it’ll be | ooking for
nore of its arny. No doubt we' Il be
seeing nore of themflying in the
ski es.

BUFFY
Then we need to find her now.

(to WIlow

See what you can find. There has to
be a way to get Dawn back.

(to Xander)
Weapons. Get everything you can. |f
there’ s gonna be nore Dragons,
we'll need it all.

(to others)
W' re not waiting for this one to
make its nove. | don’'t need to
remnd you that this is Dawn’s |ife
we're dealing wth.

ANDREW
I could | ook sone stuff up on the
net, try and get sone nore info on
the Bringers of Oigin.

BUFFY
Good.

JODY
(sadly)
| can’t believe it’s got Dawn.

BUFFY
W' || get her back.

G LES
Buffy.

She | ooks to himas he heads in the kitchen. She gl ances at
everyone else, then follows himin.

I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - KI TCHEN 7

G les stands by the refrigerator, leaning on it. Buffy cones
in, not taking her eyes off of him

BUFFY
I know what you’re gonna say.

G LES

Seens |i ke we have this
conversation a | ot.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

BUFFY
| don’t knowif | can, G| es.

G LES
She’s not your sister, Buffy. She
| ooks |i ke Dawn, but it’s not.

BUFFY
But she’s in there. | know she is.

G LES
That may be true but if WIIow
can't find a spell to bring her
back then --

BUFFY
Then, what, | have to kill her?
G LES
I’msorry, Buffy, | really am But

it falls on you. You are the
Sl ayer.

BUFFY
I’ mnot the only one.

G LES
Then shall | ask Faith?

BUFFY
No! No.
(beat)
If Uithios hurts anyone, 111 kill
it.

G LES
(beat)
There i s another thing.

Buf fy nods, realizing.

BUFFY
Kennedy.

G LES
If Uithios had al ready taken
control of Dawn, then it’s possible
she killed Kennedy.

BUFFY
And we can’t tell WIlow W need
her focused, not all vengeance-y.

15.

G les nods but stops Buffy as she heads for the door

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES
And what of Jackson? He has the
role of the Guardian, so what part
inthis will he play?

BUFFY
I don’t know, G| es.
(beat)
But he’s not evil.

G LES
W don’t know t hat.

BUFFY
I know that. Trust ne.

G LES
| al ways do.

I NT. POLI CE STATI ON - FRONT DESK 8
The late shift is quiet. A couple of OFFI CERS pass JANET
CONNELLS as she sits at the desk, |ooking over the
surveil l ance system

Suddenly the doors BURST open --

Dawn strides inside. Her eyes are now a very distinct RED,
her skin seens to be cracking.

She | ooks to Connells, tilting her head. Then a dozen robed
figures rush in from behind her, grabbing the officer.

DAVWN
I need this place.

On her enotionl ess expression we. ..

BLACK QUT.

END OF ACT ONE

( CONTI NUED)



17.
CONTI NUED:

ACT _TWO
FADE | N:
EXT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - BACK YARD - NI GHT 9

Buffy is gazing at the stars, standing with her arns fol ded.
The back door opens and Jackson wal ks out. He joins her, not
sayi ng anything for a nonent.

JACKSON
It's getting col der.

BUFFY
A storm s com ng.

JACKSON
(beat)
Dawn.

BUFFY
It’s not Dawn.

JACKSON
| know. | get that.

BUFFY

No, you don’t.

(beat)
Dawn’s the only thing in ny |if
if I lost her, what would | be?
|’ve told nyself tinme and tine
again that if it cane down to the
world or Dawn, then | would have to
| et her die.

(beat)
But they’'re just words. | don’t
think I could do it.

e. ..

JACKSON
No one woul d bl anme you if you
didn't.

BUFFY

Yes they woul d.

(beat)
This is the stuff |’ m supposed to
do. The work |’ ve been doing for
the past eight years. I'mthe
Sl ayer. Always. And | know there’'s
dozens of others out there but none
of them have had to do what |’ve
done. Not even Faith.

(beat)
Il Tost my Mom It still hurts. |
killed Angel to save the world and
I loved himnore than..

( CONTI NUED)
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She notices Jackson’'s | ook.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
|’”ve given up so nuch for this
world and | get nothing in return.
VWhat’'s the point in fighting if
everything | get just gets taken
away ?

JACKSON
We fight because we're the only
ones who will.

BUFFY

Sonetinmes | just... | just wish ny
Mom was here.

(beat)
If Dawn dies, it’ Il be |like I
failed her. That |’ m not good
enough to have her in ny life.

(beat)
I don’t know howto live if
haven't got Dawn with ne.

JACKSON
"1l help you.

She turns back to him gripping his hand.

BUFFY
|’ msorry.

JACKSON
For what ?

BUFFY
You're always here for nme and | can
never really..

JACKSON
What ever happens, you' |l have ne.
Once you go Buffy, there’s no going
back.
BUFFY
(smles)

I's that what they say?

JACKSON
Al the way from LA

Buffy | owers her head.

JACKSON (cont’ d)
Speaki ng of --

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

BUFFY
No.

JACKSON
I know, he’s in with an evil |aw
firmbut, we could really do with
sonme backup. | nean, Angel could
have so many resources and ways to
hel p Dawn - -

BUFFY
No.

(beat)

He’'s not a part of this. | don't
trust him

JACKSON
Okay. No Angel .
(beat)
Wor ks for ne.

BUFFY
(smles)
You think we could fit in a
little...?

JACKSON
WIllow s in your bedroom doi ng sone
hocus pocus.
(beat)
Unl ess you're into kinks?

Buffy playfully slaps himon the chest.

BUFFY
I"I'l just settle for a kiss then.

JACKSON
Amen to that.

They nove in closer and their lips |lock. The canera slowy
zoons out on them

I NT. POLICE STATION - CELL BLOCK 10

Dawn is marching through the corridors as her m nions unlock
the prisoners. Dawn turns to themall.

DAV
You will not be free. You wll
serve ne.

PRI SONER #1

Wwho are you?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

DAVWN
I am U ithios.
(beat)
Who are you?

PRI SONER #1
Il am.. um M ke.

DAWN
No.

She goes to himand backhands him sending himcrashing into
t he bars.

DAWN (cont’ d)
You are ny sacrifice.
(beat)
One of many.

Her eyes scan the cells to see all the prisoners being
rounded up. She nods to one of her mnions who pulls out a
dagger.

DAWN (cont’ d)
Take them down. The power of the
Hel | nouth conbined with the

bl oodshed wil|l open a portal big
enough to bring forth ny arny.
(beat)

And once that is done, | wll
ravage this world. It wll be mne
once agai n.

PRI SONER #1
| have a famly. P-please... have
conpassi on

DAVWN
Conpassi on?

She wraps her hands around his head and TWSTS, pulling his
head OFF H S SHOULDERS. The body falls to the floor.

She hol ds the head by the hair.

DAWN (cont’ d)
Conpassion is for the weak.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - LOUNGE 11
Jody and Andrew are at the conputer. Xander and Anya are

| ooki ng t hrough sone books but Anya’'s not really into it as
much as the others.

ANYA
| shouldn’t go into this battle.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

21.

XANDER
VWhat ?
ANYA
| tend to die. And that woul d be
bad.
XANDER
Ckay.
ANYA

And | don’t want you going either.

XANDER
An, | have to go.

ANYA
No you don’t. You're often usel ess
anyway. Unl ess you have any crayon
stories for Dawn?

XANDER
Usel ess?

ANYA
| didn’t nmean that.
(beat)
| nadequat e.

XANDER
And the insults keep on rolling.

ANYA
Xander, we have a child com ng. You
and | are going to be parents.
(beat)
Do you know how scary that is?

XANDER
I think | kinda do.

ANYA
So think how scared |1'd be if you
were out there fighting, possibly
dying, and | was here wondering
what it would be like to be a
si ngl e parent.

XANDER
I’ mnot gonna die. | prom se.

ANYA
I know. Because you’' re not going.

( CONTI NUED)
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XANDER
Anya, please. This is Dawn. | have
to be there to...

ANYA
To what, Xander? Buffy can kill
Wl ow can do the magic, and you
can what ?

XANDER
I can help. | signed on for this so
| have to go.

ANYA
And when we had sex w thout
protection you signed on to be a
Fat her. \Wat good are you if you're
in the ground?

XANDER
Anya - -

BUFFY (O 5)
She’s right.

Xander and Anya turn to the Slayer as she wal ks in.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
You’ re not goi ng.

XANDER
Buffy...

BUFFY
Sorry, Xand, but you're a famly
man. No way am | gonna be bl aned
for getting you kill ed.

(beat)
There’ s been enough death in this
house.
XANDER
| can’t just stay here and do
not hi ng.
ANDREW

How about a trip to the cult?

They all turn to himas he spins around on his chair to face
t hem

ANDREW ( cont ' d)

W’ ve | ocated the Bringers of
Oigin. And they're in O evel and.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
Well now, that’'s conveni ent.
XANDER
Then 1’11 go there.
(to Buffy)

And don’t get all "you're a famly
man," this is different. They're
just nortals, right?

BUFFY
W don’t know. Xand, we need to
know how to get Dawn back.

FAI TH
Looks like you could use a little
Sl ayer backup then.

Faith smles, |l eaning on the door frane.

BUFFY
(to Faith)
You up to it?

FAI TH
Sl ayed a Dragon, this should be a
pi ece of cake.

ANYA
God |’ m hungry.

XANDER
(to Faith)
So let’s go.

Faith picks up the axe left leaning on the wall and | ooks it
over. She nods to herself. Xander goes to the weapons chest.

ANYA
And what are we hoping to
acconplish here? Surely Faith
shoul d be out there to kill
Uit hios.

BUFFY
No.
(beat)
No one’s killing it until | get
Dawn back.

ANYA

Meanwhile it's killing tons of
ot her innocent people.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
Anya, if | want your opinion... |
don’t want your opinion. We do this
ny way.

ANYA
Yes, because that never goes w ong.
Are we forgetting that not so | ong
ago Xander was one-eyed Joe?

XANDER
Anya - -

BUFFY
And let’s not forget that | cane up
with the plan to defeat the
t housands of Uber - Vanps.

ANYA
Ch, you nean the one that got ne
and Spi ke killed?

ANDREW
And hey, you both turned out al
right.
(beat)
And why is it no one ever stays
dead?

ANYA
That’s not the point.
(to Buffy)
You' re not thinking straight
because it’s Dawn. If it were
anyone el se you woul dn’t think

tw ce about killing them
FAI TH

Hey. Back off.

(beat)
There have been sone | osses but
| ook around, we're still here. The
world s still here.

(beat)

Buffy’'s the | eader.

Buffy turns to Faith with a | ook of slight shock. She then
| ooks back to Anya.

BUFFY
What would you do if this were your
chil d?

ANYA

She’s not your child.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
She’s apart of nme. The nonks nade
her fromny blood. And I'I| be
dammed if | let her die.

ANYA
Then you' || be dammed.

ANDREW

Ckay guys, intervention tine.

XANDER
Faith, we rolling?

FAI TH
Show nme t he way, Joe.

Andr ew passes Xander a piece of paper fromthe printer,
gi ving hima nod.

ANDREW
It’s underground.

XANDER
Sure. Makes sense.

Buffy stops him

BUFFY
Be careful.

XANDER
You t 0o0.

He | ooks to Anya, sharing a | ook, then he and Faith EXIT.
Buffy turns to the wi ndow and wat ches them | eave.

I NT. SHAW RESI DENCE - LOUNGE 12

Jackson is rooting through his cupboard, pulling out various
weapons. G les is close by, |ooking around the room

G LES
No doubt your |ife has changed
quite a bit since neeting Buffy.

JACKSON
Yeah. It’s funny, you dream about
doing this stuff when you're
younger. You know, fighting the bad
guys, being a hero. But the reality
of it? Not so nice.

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES
No. It’s not.
(beat)
She cares for you

Jackson pulls hinself out and | ooks at Gl es.

JACKSON
I know.

G LES
You and | haven't really seen eye
to eye since neeting.

JACKSON
Well, we did have that little spat.

G LES
If Buffy can't kill Uithios --

JACKSON
Then we' Il all die.

G LES
No. Well, yes, but it will fall on
you, Jackson. You are the Guardi an,
what ever that neans.

JACKSON
I won’t kill Dawn.

G LES
That isn’t Dawn.

JACKSON
| know but... if I were to kill it,
it would take away Buffy’s hope of
ever getting Dawn back. | can't see
her forgiving ne for that.

G LES
So you would risk the world?

JACKSON
For her love? | would risk
everyt hi ng.
Gles takes this in

G LES
She woul d kill you

This hits Jackson

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES (cont’ d)

She killed Angel to save the worl d.
Her | ove for himwas sonething I
could only imgine.

(beat)
You see, she is a hero. She
sacrifices things she | oves because
she has to.

JACKSON
You're right.
(beat)
Doesn’t change anything. |’ m not
gonna ki ll Dawn.

He pulls out two pistols fromthe cupboard and tucks them
into his belt.

G LES
Then this shall be our |ast night
on this earth.

JACKSON
No di srespect, but you need sone
confidence in your Slayer.

G LES
I have confidence. | also know her
better than | know anyone el se. She
won't do it. And we’'ll all perish.
JACKSON
Then it was nice know ng you
G | es.
I NT. POLI CE STATI ON - CORRI DORS 13

Dawn is wal ki ng down the corridors with her entourage of

m ni ons quickly follow ng, dragging the prisoners along wth.
Suddenly Dawn stops at the sight of a small group of
officers, all handling guns.

OFFI CER #1
Drop the prisoners!

DAVN
You dare throw commands at ne |ike
| am your peasant?

OFFI CER #1
Grl, put your hands behind your
head and step forward slowy.

DAVWN
This world is overrun by parasites.
(beat)
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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I’ mgoing to change that. She
advances qui ckly.

OFFI CER #1
(shout s)
Firel

The officers all open fire on Dawn as she approaches them
But the bullets bounce off of her body, not effecting her one
little bit.

She throws a punch at one of the officers and buries her fist
in his body.

She pulls it out and lets himdrop the floor. The officers
continue firing but to no avail.

One by one Dawn takes themout until she reaches the officer
who ordered her.

DAVWN

You are afraid.
OFFI CER #1

| d-don’t know what you are but --
DAVWN

Si | ence!

(beat)
You will be the first. Your bl ood
wi Il converge with the energy and

enabl e ny arny once agai n.
(to m nions)
Take hi m

The robed figures quickly pounce on him tying himup with
sonme rope. Then they all head off again, stepping on the
bodi es of the dead officers.

I NT. SUMVERS RESI DENCE - BUFFY’ S ROOM 14

Wllowis sitting on the bed with her back against the wall,
| ooki ng over a few books. She seens distracted though, not
really concentrating on what she shoul d be.

There’s a KNOCK at the door. Andrew steps in, |ooks around,
t hen cl oses the door behind him

ANDREW
Do you... need any hel p?
W LLOW
No. | mean, there's not nuch about

the A d Ones anyway so finding a
spell to get one out of a human
body? Not that hard. If there is
one.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANDREW
Seens pretty hopel ess.

W LLOW
(beat)
There’ s been too many deat hs.

ANDREW
Sure has. This house has had
not hing but blood on its walls.
(beat)
I m ss Kennedy too.

W LLOW
Seens |ike only yesterday she was
here, talking to ne.

ANDREW
She’' || always be with you
(beat)
But not in a taunting "I’ m The
First" way... right?

W LLOW
No. | haven’'t even seen her, |ike,
| haven’t dreanmt of her. | feel
like | should have done, if she
meant anything to ne at all, |
shoul d have dreant of her

ANDREW
You | oved her.

W LLOW
Did 1?1 can’'t even find this denon
that killed her.
(beat)
| mean, Dawn’s description of...

She stops, an expression of realization painting her face.
She turns to Andrew.

ANDREW
Huh?

W LLOW
There was no denon.

ANDREW
But if there was no denon then..

W LLOW
Dawn kill ed her.

Wllowrises fromthe bed, her eyes growing in intensity.
Andrew i s standing in shock.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANDREW
W have to tell the others.

W LLOW

No.
(beat)
| have to finish this.

Her head tilts to the ceiling as a glowing white |ight begins
to envel ope her. The light blinks with a darkened purple as
she suddenly vani shes from vi ew.

Andrew | ooks on

ANDREW
That’s not good.

BLACK QUT.

END OF ACT TWO

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - LOUNGE - N GHT 15

Buffy is standing in front of the fire, with Anya, Jody, and
Marie listening to her. The door opens, revealing Gles and
Jackson. They enter and take their places.

MARI E
And as | was saying, Uithios would
need a |l ot of sacrifices to rel ease
its arny on this world.

G LES
And a | ot of energy.

BUFFY
So where’s it gonna get both in
such short tinme?

JACKSON
The police station.

Everyone turns to him

JACKSON (cont’ d)
Thi nk about it. Al those
prisoners, plus the cops...

G LES
And the Hellnouth is belowit.

BUFFY
Ckay. That’s good.
(beat)
| mean, good cos we know where
it’ll be.

JACKSON
And | know the station |like the
back of ny hand.

Mari e shoots hima curious | ook.

JACKSON (cont’ d)
| used to be a cop

BUFFY
Right. So all we need is WIIlowto-

ANDREW ( Q. S)
WIllow s gone.

The crowd turns to see Andrew rushing down the stairs and
into the | ounge.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
What do you nean WI | ow s gone?

ANDREW
She realized Dawn killed Kennedy.

Buffy and G|l es share a concerned | ook

BUFFY
W can't let her get to the
stati on.

JODY

Why? | nean, don’t hit nme or

anyt hing, but WIllow s an amazi ng
witch. If anyone can take on
Uithios, she can.

BUFFY

You need to brush up on your WI I ow
history. Uithios killed her
girlfriend, which normally equals
dark, evil, apocal ypse-wanti ng
W1 I ow.

(beat)
We’ve got enough to deal with at
t he nonent .

ANDREW
Well, she did a vanishing trick up
there so ny guess is she’s at the
station right now.

ANYA
No. WIlow s powerful but she still
hasn’t mastered tel eportation
She’s airborne, it takes |onger.

JACKSON
So there goes our shot of bringing
Dawn back with nmagic.

BUFFY
Xander and Faith will get
somet hi ng.
G LES
And we have to get to WI Il ow before
she does sonething she' Il regret.
Buf fy acknow edges this and grabs the Scythe that’s hanging
on the wall. She turns to G les.
BUFFY

What if she’s over the edge?

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES
Then | guess we’' Il have nore bl ood
on our hands than we bargai ned for.

Each of them grab sone weapons and head for the door. One by
one they exit. Al apart from Anya who cl oses the door behind
t hem

She shrugs, noving back to the sofa, switching the TV on. The
cartoons sound fromit.

ANYA
Bugs Bunny? Coul d this night get
any worse?

I NT. BRINGERS OF ORIG@ N LAIR 16

Robed figures, |ike we saw before, are rushing to and fro.
This is a large roomw th a sarcophagus planted right in the
m ddl e, surrounded by candl es. The canera pans to see Faith
and Xander observing them hiding out of sight.

XANDER
So what’ s the plan?

FAI TH
We kill themall but one and punp
himfor information.

XANDER
Ckay, but there’'s gotta be like,
twenty of themand only two of us.

FAI TH
It'’s fair, then

Faith breaks her cover, sonersaulting right in the mddle of
the robed figures. In her right hand is an axe, which she
shows with pleasure.

FAI TH (cont’ d)
So, is like a secret cult or can
anyone joi n?

The minions all exchange | ooks then DI VE on Faith. She beats
t hem back, plunging the axe into each of them Xander quickly
rushes to her aid and inpales a couple of themw th his

swor d.

XANDER
Good plan, Faith. Nice way to die!

FAI TH

Better to die young than when
you' re old and not-so-good- | ooki ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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XANDER
(beat)
You think I mgood | ooki ng?

Xander is suddenly JUMPED by two of the mnions. He falls
hard to the ground, |osing his weapon. He westles with the
figure on top of him then knees himin the groin.

He crawl s towards the sword but another mnion picks it up
and is about to drive it into Xander’s back when --

FAI TH
That's not fair.

The mi nion spins around as Faith punches himin the jaw. He
stunbl es back, then Xander sweeps his legs to take himout.
He grabs his sword and pushes it into his gut.

Faith extends her hand, lifting Xander up. They | ook around
and see the notionl ess bodies.

XANDER
Ww. You ve really got it going on,
Fai t h.
FAI TH
Yeah, forgot to | eave one alive
t hough.
XANDER

| don’t think so.

He sees one of themmaking a run for it. Faith THROAS her axe
and it inbeds itself in the mnions leg. The figure drops to
t he ground.

Faith and Xander rush over and turn the figure over to reveal
- - TAMVAZEL!

XANDER (cont’ d)
Well color ne shocked - not.

TAMVAZEL
That hurt!

She pulls the axe out of her leg, which instantly heals the
wound, and junps to her feet.

Faith and Xander take a step back.

FAI TH
Who the hell are you?

TAMVAZEL
The nane’s Tanmazel .

( CONTI NUED)
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XANDER
She’s a denon who' s supposed to be
noncor poreal in this dinension.
(to Tammazel)
And why aren’t you?

TAMVAZEL

Why should | tell you anything?
FAI TH

Cos if you don’t, I'Il sever all of

your |inbs and feed themto you
TAMVAZEL

(beat)
Well it all started when | was j ust

a wee denon, playing in the fields
of Gargunosh when --

XANDER
Skip to the prol ogue.
TAMVAZEL
Fi ne.
(beat)

| hooked up with these guys a while
ago and they said they woul d nake
me solid in this world if | killed
the Slayer’s sister. And seeing as
t hough | hate that pesky Slayer, |
agr eed.

XANDER
But you didn't kill Dawn.

TAMVAZEL

| know. But they already nade ne
solid here so what else could | do
but help them bring about the end
of civilization as you know it.

(beat)
And by the way, shouldn’t you al
be out trying to stop Uithios
instead of killing its mnions?

FAI TH
W're here for info.

TAMVAZEL
Sorry, ain’'t got none.

Faith pins the denon against the wall and pulls out a dagger.
She puts it to Tammazel’s neck.

FAI TH
You sure about that?

( CONTI NUED)
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TAMVAZEL
Silly little girl.

Tammazel PUSHES Faith off her with great strength and a
sinister grin.

TAMVAZEL (cont’ d)
| have nore power than you d --

CLUNK! Xander inplants his sword through Tammazel s back and
it comes through her stomach

She | ooks down at it, then up at him rolling her eyes.

TAMMAZEL (cont’ d)

Bast ar d!
I NT. POLI CE STATI ON - BASEMENT 17
The cops and prisoners are all in a circle, surrounding the

SEAL, which | eads into the Hell nout h.

Dawn slowy wal ks around themall, her m nions watching from
not too far away.

DAVWN

This world has grown weak. The half
breeds no | onger pretend to rule
it, instead they run fromthe
Sl ayers, the witches, the
carpenter. Evil has descended the
ropes of power and now good is in
its place.

(beat)
The war is al nost here but for now
it is ny tine to take what was
rightfully mne. I amUithios, the
name al one provokes jurisdiction.
amthe one who will bring this
di mensi on back to how it began,
when we ruled, the true race of the
earth.

(beat)
Soon this vessel for ny power wll
outgrow the nortal restraints and |

will be as | was born. Invincible.
Desirable. Every nortal in this
world and the next will fall to

their knees and beg for their
lives. And | shall slit their
t hr oat s.

(beat)
And there’s no one in this world
who can chal | enge ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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WLLOW (QO. S)
Wanna bet on that?

Dawn turns see WIIlow standing at the bottom of the steps,
hol di ng two DEAD m ni ons. She DROPS them her eyes a gl ow ng
white, fixated on Dawn.

She noves cl oser but the m nions advance. She easily swats
them off with an unseen force.

DAVWN
You think you have power, wtch?
You cannot conprehend the source of

n’y - -

W LLOW

Wul d you contenpl ate getting over
yourself for just a m nute? You
ruled half of the world thousands
of years ago but you were defeat ed.
Sonmeone t ook your throne.

(beat)
You're not invincible. You re just
anot her denon.

DAVWN
So here you follow To kill ne?
Coul d you break this vessel ? Could
you kill Dawn?

W LLOW
You' re not Dawn.

TAMMAZEL (V. O)

Dawn’ s dead.

18 I NT. BRINGERS OF ORIG@ N LAIR 18
Fai th has Tammazel pinned against the wall again, the sword
still firmMy in her stomach. Xander is hovering not far away.

FAI TH

Are you telling the truth?

TAMVAZEL
I have a sword through ny gut. You
think I’"’mgonna lie to you?

XANDER
(sadly)
So she’s really gone.

TAMVAZEL
It wasn't supposed to be so soon
The girl sped the process up by
| earning the truth.

( MORE)
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TAMVAZEL ( cont ' d)

The Bringers of Oigin couldn't |et
the Slayer learn of it, so they
killed the girl.

(beat)
Since learning of Illyria s return
we were hoping to recruit it but
then its power seened to just fade
away and we --

XANDER
What does U ithios plan to do?

TAMVAZEL
(smrks)
You really need to ask that? It
will ravage this world and nake you
all slaves to its power. It’ Il kill
nost of you, and the vanpires, in
fact, all the half breeds. Those

that don't conformw |l die
gruesone deat hs.

(beat)
| already have it in witing that
"Il be kept alive. |I’m gonna be

head security guard. Got a nane
badge and everyt hi ng.

FAI TH
Here’s an easy one for ya, how do
we stop it?

TAMVAZEL
You can’t. It can be killed, of
course, but try getting near it.
It’s power is inmmense. No nortal
can kill it.

FAI TH
What about a Sl ayer?

TAMVAZEL
She will try. But she’ll fail. Not
because it’s inpossible, but
because of the skin.

XANDER
Dawn.

TAVVAZEL
You really think she’'ll be able to
kill her own sister? Even if it’'s

not really her.
FAI TH

(to Xander)
We have to get there.
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XANDER
| concur.

TAMVAZEL
Ch wait. One thing | forgot.

XANDER
VWhat ?

Dozens nore robed figure energe fromthe shadows and surround
Faith and Xander. Tanmazel grins.

TAMVAZEL
Didn't think you d killed them all
did you?

FAI TH

You know? Really didn’t.

Faith swftly pulls the sword out of Tammazel and swings it
around, decapitating two of the m nions.

Xander junps into action as well, as they cone back to back,
ready to fight.

I NT. POLI CE STATI ON - BASEMENT 19
The robed figures are still in the shadows, with the cops and

prisoners surrounding the seal. Wllowis on the opposite
side to Dawn, but they are edgi ng cl oser.

DAVWN
So this is your big showdown. Pit
yoursel f agai nst one of the nost
power ful denons of all time right
above the Hel | nout h.

W LLOW
You ki lled Kennedy.

DAVWN

(renmenbering)
The Sl ayer. She was weak, she
didn’t even fight. She died with
tears in her eyes. And bl ood on the
wal | s.

(beat)
Her death hadn’t cured the
satisfaction | had been hoping for
but she woul d have conprom sed the
operation. | wasn't strong enough
t hen.

Wl ow steps forward but her opponent is gone. She SPINS

around as Dawn grabs her by the beck, lifting her fromthe
ground, a smle on her face.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAWN (cont’ d)
Want to see how strong | am now?

Dawn THROWNS W I | ow and she CRASHES into the ground. The witch
qui ckly regains herself as Dawn approaches.

W LLOW
(conmands)
Il nmovi ment o!

An unseen force KNOCKS Dawn back but not for |long. WII ow
gets to her feet and holds the pal mof her hand out.

W LLOW (cont’ d)
| call upon the power of the Crcle

to aidny will. Do to ne what |
wi sh and fulfill the cracks of this
body.

Wl ow begins to G_.ONonce again. Dawn tilts her head,
i nterested.

DAVWN
You use nmagic like it is a weapon.
Curious how you think this wll

stop ne.

W LLOW
It won’'t only stop you, it wll
destroy you.

A STREAM of white |ight SHOOTS out of WIIlow s hands, right
into Dawn, forcing her back. Dawn rai ses her hands, pushing
t he energy back.

EXT. POLI CE STATI ON 20

The earth begins to SHAKE as an arny of cops are canped
outsi de the station, guns gal ore.

A VAN pulls up a little further ahead and our heroes step
out. They survey the area.

ANDREW
|’ mguessing WIllow s already here.

BUFFY
Is there a backdoor to this place?

JACKSON
No. But there’s a way to get into
t he basenent through the sewer
system

BUFFY
Then let’s go.

( CONTI NUED)
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They all head to a nmanhole. Gles is the first in. He | ooks
up at Marie’ s disgruntled expression.

MARI E
Sewer s?
G LES
(smles)

It’s the work we have to do.

She lets out a sigh then follows himdown the | adder.
Jackson, and Jody follow. Andrew pulls Buffy aside.

ANDREW
We can't |ose her, Buffy. If WIIow

BUFFY
Andrew, we’re not | osing anyone.

He nods, accepting it. Suddenly a CLAP OF THUNDER grabs their
attention. They | ook up to see the dark clouds form ng,
[ ightning reigning down on the city.

ANDREW
Looks like a storm s com ng.

BUFFY
So nmuch for the calm

Andrew sighs as he goes down the | adder. Buffy takes a
| asting | ook at the cops, then the skies, then into the
dar kness of the sewers.

I NT. BRINGERS OF ORIG@ N LAIR 21

Faith sonersaults over a mnion, Kkicking himinto another.
She turns to face an approachi ng opponent. H's eye blinks and
Faith’s pal msnaps up and his nose expl odes, bl ood erupting.

Her leg kicks with the force of a wecking ball and he flies
back, a two-hundred-fifty pound sack of Iinp neat and bone
that slanms into the mnion farthest from her.

BANG

Guns are pulled out by the mnions. Faith noves again,
BULLETS RAKING the walls, eyes searching with panic as the
remaining mnions try to stop the Sl ayer

A GUN still inthe mnions hand is snatched, tw sted, and
FI RED. The remaining figure of the crowd | ooks at her with
PANI C

She pulls the gun up to his head, an air of confidence
swirling her body.
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FAI TH
Say hi to ny Mom

And he’s dead before he’s hit the ground. Faith turns in tine
to see Xander decapitate the |ast of the robed mnions. Faith
smles, pulling out a cigarette and sparki ng up.

FAI TH (cont’ d)
Now that’s what | call living it

up.

XANDER
(breathl ess)
That what it says on the box?

FAI TH
"Il be dead way before these
t hi ngs take effect.

TAMVAZEL (O S)
Never a truer word spoken.

Xander and Faith urn to see Tammazel w el ding a FLAMETHROAER!
A malicious grin spreading fromear to ear.

TAMVAZEL (cont’ d)
Wanna see what this baby does?

FAI TH
Oh fu --

BLAST! The FLAMES shoot fromthe weapon as Faith and Xander
Dl VE for cover.

I NT. POLI CE STATI ON - BASEMENT 22

A bl ast of BLACK dissipates and we are left with Dawn
dragging Wllow onto the seal. The witch is bl oodi ed and
exhaust ed.

DAVWN
(to WIlow
You think you know pai n? Then you
know not hi ng of ny power. You'll

know pain. And your soul wll be
the first used to aid ny cause. You
wi |l be the destruction of your

sorry species.

BUFFY (O S)
Real | y?

Dawn turns with a slight smrk as a punch cones her way. It

t hrows her back, dropping WIlow Buffy stands, Scythe in
hand, with the others backing her up.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY (cont’ d)
Cos, | was kinda hoping that would
be ne.

Dawn rises, wiping a drop of blood from her nouth.

DAVWN
You will get your turn. You all
will.
BUFFY
Good. Cos 1'd hate to feel left
out .
(to Andrew

Get her out of here.

Andrew gets it. He quickly picks WIllow up, with Marie’'s
hel p, and pulls her aside, out of danger. Buffy distracts
Dawn.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
So this is your plan? Kill a bunch
of people and raise your arny of
| ame Dragons. And by the way, these
"nortal s" killed your other one. So
if I were you, |I'd be thinking
"strategy." You nmay have been all
powerful in your day but now,
you're on ny turf.

DAVWN
And yet you still won't kill ne.

BUFFY
Don't be so sure.

She rushes Dawn. Her attack is ferocious but Dawn sinply

bl ocks each bl ow easily. Buffy sw ngs the Scythe but Dawn
grabs it, TWSTING her arm around. Then with one quick strike
to the chest she sends the Slayer flying backwards.

DAVWN
I am ascendi ng. Soon ny presence on
this earth will be whole. My true

formwill arise, ny arny wll
destroy, the power ravage. And
you. .

(grins)

WIIl die a savage deat h.

Buffy’'s face is knotted, teeth clenched, as she hurls herself
at Dawn.

DAWN (cont’ d)
Fool .

( CONTI NUED)
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Dawn attacks her and it is |ike nothing we have seen. Her
feet and fists are everywhere, taking Buffy apart. For every
bl ow Buffy bl ocks, five nore hit their marks until -- Buffy
falls.

Panti ng, on her hands and knees, blood spits from her nouth,
speckling the concrete floor of the basenent.

Dawn seens to appear above Buffy quick as |ightning. She
CGRABS the Scythe and brings it high above Buffy’s head.

DAWN (cont’ d)
Time | put you down.

As the Scythe conmes down we...

BLACK QUT.

END OF ACT THREE

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
I NT. POLI CE STATI ON - BASEMENT - NI GHT 23

The Scythe conmes DOWN but anot her set of hands pushes it from
harm s way. Dawn | ooks to see Gles not two feet from her
She cocks her head.

DAV
You are a pest.

She grabs his shirt and | aunches himinto the air. He cones
crashing down by the wall, where the mnions hover over him

DAWN (cont’ d)
Sacrifice him
(beat)
Sacrifice themall!

The minions junp into action, not ones to di sobey orders.
Luckily our band of nortals are prepared. Gles quickly pulls
out his sword and fends off a few attacks.

Jackson throws a couple of punches at two robed figures as
Marie THROAS a sword his way. He plants his foot on one of
the fallen mnion’s back, junps into the air, and catches the
swor d.

As he descends back to the ground, he sw ngs the bl ade
around, chopping off a head.

Dawn hol ds Buffy by her hair and pulls her back up. Her eyes
| ook her body over.

DAWN (cont’ d)
You are weak and i moral .

BUFFY
Yeah, but |1’m so gonna kick your
ass.

Striking like a viper, Buffy drives a vicious head butt into
Dawn’ s face. Her nose SHATTERS.

Dawn, unfazed, smles, blood oozing fromthe shattered bridge
of her nose.

DAVWN
Fine. We will do it your way.

She returns Buffy’'s head butt with two of her own in
pneumati ¢ successi on.

Buf fy staggers back, her body going slack when anot her kick
buries her deep into crunching concrete walls.

( CONTI NUED)
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Dawn quickly gets to her, the Scythe still firmy in her
hand.

DAWN (cont’ d)
No one to save you now, little
girl. Your army is pitiful.

Buf fy manages to gather her strength and pull herself up. She
shoots Dawn a cold | ook before throw ng one | ast, powerful
punch.

But Dawn cl enches the Slayer’s fist in her pal mand squeezes
it, atrickle of blood seeping fromthe cracks in their

interl ocked position. Dawn throws Buffy's hand up as she lets
a whi nper escape her |ips.

She then pulls the Scythe back, the stake-like end of the
weapon pointing at the Slayer. And with one swift novenent,
she DRIVES it forward, inpaling Buffy.

Buf fy GASPS, seeing the weapon inside her gut. Her eyes w den
in fear. She’s |ost.

Dawn pulls the Scythe out and watches the Sl ayer drop to the
ground |ike a bag of cenment. She steps back slowy, that sane
grin form ng.

JACKSON
(shout s)
Buf fy!

He rushes Dawn, knocking her to the ground. He quickly raises
his sword, ready to inbed it into her chest, when he is
qui ckl'y grabbed by her mnions and dragged to the seal.

Dawn, infuriated, rises to see that everyone has been
contained and are all at the seal, ready to be sacrificed.
Weapons |ine the ground as she steps over themto nake her
way to one of the robed figures.

DAVWN
Begin the ritual

I NT. BRINGERS OF ORIG@ N LAIR 24

The entire place is on FIRE. Xander and Faith finds their way
through the flanmes and to an openi ng. They cough as the snoke
fills their lungs but before they have a chance to escape --

TAMVAZEL
Peek- a- boo.

They turn as the denon plunges a sword into Faith's side. The

Sl ayer falls back. Xander quickly SWNGS his sword. W don’'t
see if he’s hit her at all. He steps back, still eyeing her.
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TAMVAZEL
Silly little boy. Think you can --

She stops, seeing Xander pull his sword up. She sees the
bl ood dripping fromit, then | ooks down to see a deep gash
form ng on her torso.

XANDER
I think I can.
TAMVAZEL
Ch well. 'l be seeing you.

Her upper torso slowy SLIDES off of her |ower torso, and
then the rest of her body DROPS to the ground.

Xander throws his sword down and rushes to Faith side as she
hol ds her hands over the wound.

XANDER
Faith... are you...?

_FAITH
(gaspi ng) _
Well... | got shot in the other
side so this kinda mnakes it even.

XANDER
Ch crap. This isn’t good.

FAI TH
Ya t hi nk?

XANDER
No.
(poi nts)
| nean that.

Faith turns to see a BOVB hanging on the wall. The tiner
clearly says: "02:53." She | ooks back to Xander with a snile.

FAI TH
Wll at least we killed the bad

guys.

XANDER
We're not dying here. Not I|ike
this.

He hoi sts her over his shoul der, supporting her weight. Then
they make their way through the tunnel where a light is
growi ng brighter.
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One of the robed figures is CHANTI NG as Dawn wat ches
inpatiently. The Scoobies are all tied and bound but they
still struggle to get free.

M NI ON #1
(in Latin)
Use the bl ood of the nortal as the
key to the rift. Bring forth the
arny tinme forgot and fulfill the
destiny of --

He stops, |ooking down at his chest as an ARROW nmakes its way
t hrough his torso.

M NI ON #1 (cont’d)
Ch dear.

He falls down dead. Dawn | ooks up, enraged, to see WIIlow on
t he ground, hol ding a crossbow.

W LLOW
For got one.

DAVWN
My patience wears thin with you
wi t ch.

She advances towards her but WIllow gets to her feet. She
throws out her arns and suddenly all the weapons on the
ground levitate fromthe ground, stopping Dawn.

DAWN (cont’ d)
What is this?

W LLOW
Payback.

The weapons shoot towards Dawn as we ENTER - -
-- SLOW MOTI ON

The AIR SI ZZLES as the weapons fly with velocity |ike raging
wasps as Dawn twi sts, bends, and ducks just between them

W I | ow keeps her control on the weapons as they continue to
t hrow t hensel ves at Dawn.

The weapons are comng faster until Dawn, bent inpossibly
back, one hand on the ground, is hit by a spiraling axe which
shears open her shoul der.

She starts to scream as another digs a red groove across her

thigh. She has only tine to | ook up, to see WI | ow standi ng
over her, raising her dagger.
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DAVWN
Only wounds.

Wl ow brings the dagger down but Dawn catches her arm and
pulls it back.

CRACK! Wl ow groans as her armis bent in a way it should
never be. Dawn uses her other hand to |aunch Wllow into the
air, sending her flying.

DAWN (cont’ d)
(to m nions)
Continue the ritual!

Wth ease she pulls the weapons out of her body but bl ood
spurts fromthe wounds. She rechecks herself, this tinme a
little weary. She turns back to her mnions to see they are
all standing still.

DAWN (cont’ d)
| said continue!

But as she soon sees, they are not able to. Each and every
one of them have been kill ed.

The camera pans the line of mnions as their various body
parts slide away fromtheir bodies, until we reach the | ast
one. The figure pulls off the robes --

BUFFY

She | ooks to Dawn, a sword in her hand, sneared with the
bl ood of the m nions. A patch of bl ood soaking her top.

DAWN (cont’ d)
(di sbel i ef)
You are dead.

BUFFY
Oh pl ease. Think a wound |ike that
can keep ne down?

DAV
It does not nmtter.

She | ooks down at herself, holding her arns out. The canera
focuses on themas we see RED VEINS begin to energe fromthe
har dened ski n.

DAVWN
| amonly getting stronger.

BUFFY
Then | won’'t need to hold back.

( CONTI NUED)
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Buf fy LEAPS towards Dawn, kicking her in the jaw. She | ands
on her feet, her eyes resol ved.

Dawn’s face warps with rage and she attacks, fists flying at
furious speed, blows and counters, Buffy retreating as --

A kni fe-hand opens her forearm and a kick sends her slamm ng
back agai nst a concrete col umm.

Stunned, she ducks just under a punch that CRUNCHES into the
BEAM CONCRETE CHUNKS EXPLODI NG |i ke shrapnel .

Behind her, Buffy leaps into the air, delivering a
necksnappi ng reverse round- house.

Dawn | oses the Scythe and she glares at Buffy; her eyes a
ragi ng red.

DAVWN
I will enjoy killing you.

Dawn attacks with unrelenting fury, fists pounding Buffy I|ike
j ackhamrers. Buffy is knocked back agai nst the wall but she
qui ckly dodges anot her att ack.

Dawn | oses her fist in the wall. Buffy grabs hold of her,
l[ifting her into the air, hurling her against the curved wall
of the basenent, where she falls.

For the first tinme, Dawn expresses a sign of breathl essness.
Buf fy pounces on her, grabs her in a choke-hol d.

In the distance we see WIIlow untying the rest of the gang,
all of them grabbi ng whi chever weapons they can find, al
keepi ng one eye on the fight before them

Dawn struggles with Buffy as the Slayer picks up a dagger.
She raises it high above her opponent’s body when --

DAWN (cont’ d)
Buf fy?

The redness in her eyes fade away and return to the innocent
brown hues we used to see all the tine.

That presence of Uithios is no |longer there. Buffy holds her
position, staring in disbelief at the child bel ow her.

BUFFY

(teary)
Dawn?

A sweet smle graces Dawn’s lips but it soon turns sinister.

She | aunches Buffy off her and gets to her feet, advancing
towards the Slayer as she crawls for safety.
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DAVWN
How i roni c your weakness is the
very vessel | inhabit.

Dawn pulls Buffy up by the back of her neck and THROAS her
back down. Buffy’'s head collides with the ground beneath her,
a | oud THUD soundi ng out.

EXT. CLEVELAND STREETS 26

The cl ouds above ROAR with anger as the storm nmakes its
presence known. Civilians run for cover as torrential rain
falls fromthe skies.

And from an all eyway energe Xander and Faith, rushing for
cover. They reach the other side of the street where they
t ake a breather.

FAI TH
You think it was a dud?

Si | ence.

BOOM A raging EXPLOSI ON erupts fromthe building they cane
from Nearby civilians are BLON AWAY by the force, as are
Fai th and Xander.

The expl osion wreaks through the street and all we hear is
t he CACOPHONY of CRASHI NG GLASS and FALLI NG BRI CKS.

I NT. POLI CE STATI ON - BASEMENT 27

Dawn i s standing over the exhausted Buffy, a sword grasped in
her hands, as she prepares to drive it into the Sl ayer one
final tinme.

The rest of themwatch in HORROR, knowi ng none of them could
get to her in tinme. The canera slowy zoons in on Jackson
into the very blackness of his pupils until --

-- FLASHBACK SEQUENCE
I NT. SHAW RESI DENCE - BEDROOM 28

Jackson | ooks down at the ring on his finger, the one Gles
had brought back from Engl and.

JACKSON
The ring of the Guardi an.

EMM LY
(smles)
That’s what you are. But you need
to be ready to do whatever it takes
to fulfill your destiny.
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JACKSON
How do | do that?
EMM LY
They becone weary that she will not

perform In her absence, you wl|l
be the one.

-- END SEQUENCE

Jackson STARES ahead with determ nation. H s eyes never |eave
Dawn as she | owers the sword, the blade al nbst cutting
t hrough Buffy’'s fl esh.

EMM LY (V.O (cont’d)
(haunting voi ce)
Look inside. Fulfill your destiny.

Hi s hands pull back his jacket to reveal the two pistols he
had placed in his belt earlier. As he begins to race towards
the struggling Slayer we ENTER --

-- SLOW MOTI ON

The canmera pans the gang as we each see their expression as
they all turn their attentions to Jackson, who is breaking
away fromthem his guns ained at Dawn.

Jackson LAUNCHES hinself into the air as he pulls the
triggers.

Scream ng, he whirls, guns filling his hands with

t hought speed. Fingers punping, shells ejecting, dancing up
and away, we | ook THROUGH t he sights and gun snoke at Jackson
blurred with notion.

Dawn i s KNOCKED back, the bullets punping through her body,
bl ood splattering fromthe ripped skin. The sword is thrown
from her hand as she FALLS, rippling the air, until she
CRASHES to the ground.

Jackson | ands on the ground, still hanmmering away at the
triggers, but there’s no nore bullets. He's breathing
heavily, still keeping his focus on Dawn.

The camera pulls back to get the whole scene in frame. Dead
m nions scattered about. A |ook of realization falls on the
Scoobi es as they see the notionl ess body of Dawn.

Evanescence’' s "Before The Dawn" begins to slowy build up
fromthe background.

DI SSOLVE TO
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EXT. CLEVELAND STREETS 29

The street lays in ruins, fire engul fing the buildings.
Citizens rush to survey the area as fire engi nes cone onto
t he scene.

The camera noves to a fallen building and we see Faith and
Xander resting on a few bricks. The Sl ayer is snoking a
cigarette, |ooking at the chaos all around them

XANDER
| don’t think that was a dud.

Faith turns to him a smle on her |ips. She playfully nudges
him returning her attention to the sight before her.

DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. SUMMVERS RESI DENCE - LOUNGE 30

Anya is fast asleep on the sofa, snoring away. The nusic
drowns out the TV noise but we zoomin on it to get the news
report on the scene. The caption reads: "DRAGON SI GHTED I N
LOS ANGELES. "

We pull back to reveal the peaceful ness of the room
DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. POLI CE STATI ON - BASEMENT 31

We're back to the norbid atnosphere. This tinme, centered on
Buffy, as she cones to. She | ooks around, dazed, beaten.

She spots sonething -- Dawn.

Pani cked, she quickly gets to her, ignoring her own wounds
and pain. But to her horror, she’'s too |ate. She doesn’t | ook
at the approachi ng gang, she keeps her eyes on Dawn’s stil
face, a trace of blood energing fromher I|ips.

Tears fill the eyes of our Slayer as she pulls Dawn’s body
into her arns, cradling her |like the child she was. The nusic
only adds to the atnosphere of the scene as the canera slowy
begins to pull back.

Buffy, with the body in her arns. Gles and Marie, holding
hands, for support if nothing else. Jody burying his head in
Andrew s shoul der, shielding hinself fromthe hurt. WII ow

standi ng farther back, still recovering fromher fight.
And Jackson, still lying on the ground, his guns starting to
| ower now. H s expression -- renorse -- as he stares open

eyed at the Slayer and her dead sister.
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We pull back farther until there’s nothing but black.
BLACK QUT.

END OF SHOW




