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TEASER
FADE | N:

I NT. HOSPI TAL - CORRI DOR. DAY. 1

SLAM The doubl e doors leading into the corridor fly open,
revealing a gurney with a withing, howing ANYA lying on it,
pushed al ong by a DOCTOR, two NURSES and a frantic-I ooking
XANDER

ANYA
(through gritted teeth)
| can’t have the baby yet! | was in
the m ddl e of a conversation!
Xander!!
XANDER
I’ m here, honey, |’ m herel
ANYA

Xander, get Marie! It’'s inportant!
I have to finish talking to her
about -

Anya is cut off as another contraction hits her, and she
YELLS in pain, grabbing Xander’s hand and squeezing it as
tight as she can.

Xander, too, then starts to YELL in pain, prising Anya’s
fingernails out of his skin as the gurney turns a corner, out
of sight.

We stay | ooking at the doors as BUFFY, WLLOWN G LES, MARI E
and SCFI A hurry through, all in various stages of distress as
they try to keep up with Anya’'s entourage.

BUFFY
Is it normal to screamthis nuch?

G LES
I"'mafraid so..

MARI E
My sister how ed the whole of New
Cross Hospital back honme down for
ni ne bl oody hours when she had her
daughter, | have a feeling Anya's
just getting started!

SCFI A
I's she gonna be okay?

W LLOW
Well, here’s hoping..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

SCFI A

I mean... Well, you know how she
wasn’t human, then was, then
wasn't, then was, then was dead,
then a ghost, then cane back...

(t hi nks)
Did | get that right? You told ne
on the way over, but | m ght have
m ssed sonet hi ng. ..

W LLOW
(si ghs)
No, that’s about right.

SCFI A
Right. So, is all that good for the
baby? | nean, is this going to be
a... normal birth?

The others slow down for a beat - they’' d never stopped to
consi der this.

Anot her SCREAM from of f canera hurries themall up again

BUFFY
| guess we’re just gonna have to
wait and see!

Buffy |l eads the others on down the corridor, before we carry
on into:

I NT. HOSPI TAL - DELI VERY ROOM DAY. 2

Anya’s gurney is wheeled into the mddle of the spacious,
clinically white painted room and Anya’s eyes bul ge as she
sees the netal stirrups waiting for her.

ANYA
What are those things?!'? Xander,
this is no time for kinky sex

ganes, |’ m having our baby now
XANDER

No, Anya, those are for your

ankl es!
ANYA

(shocked)
What?! Didn’'t you hear what | just
sai d?

The Doctor, a m ddl e-aged, balding male with gl asses, |ays a
hand across Anya’s brow, checking her tenperature, before
talking to her in a cal mvoice.
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DOCTOR
Ms. Harris, please try to rel ax!
This is all perfectly normal, it’s

all here to hel p get the baby out
as easily as possible.

ANYA
(of f stirrups)
Yes, but with those? Wiat am |
supposed to do, squeeze hard enough
and hope she just pops out of

t her e?
DOCTCOR
That’' s not what -
ANYA
You can't fool ne, | watched that

awful “Ally MBeal’ programme! She
had a dream about this, where she
was firing dozens of -

Anot her contracti on keeps Anya busy, and Xander | ooks around
hel pl essly as the two nurses start gathering the various
tools needed for the job around them

Xander | ooks down into Anya’s eyes as she tries to keep her
br eat hi ng under control.

There’s a long beat as the two stare at each other, before
Xander smiles - and Anya follows his | ead.

XANDER
W' re gonna be okay, Anya. |
prom se

Anya sm | es back for another beat, before one of the nurses
starts to nop her brow, and Xander takes a step back to give
t hem room

We pull away from Xander as he watches, and over to the sw ng
doors leading into the delivery room

Standing there is a tall MAN, thin and wiry, his eyes fixed
on Anya

After a nonment, another nurse heads down the corridor and
into the room- and passes strai ght through the Man at the
door! His image flickers for a nonment, then collects itself
back together.

The nurse didn’t see a thing.

We push in closer on the Man, his features w apped in shadow,
as he speaks in a | ow, deep nurnur.
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MAN

It is time for the offering.

And fromthat, we:

END OF TEASER

BLACK QUT:

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT _ONE
FADE | N

I NT. HOSPI TAL - DELI VERY ROOM DAY. 3

Back with Xander and Anya, as she sits up in the bed, her
hands pressed agai nst her belly, trying to keep her breathing
regul ar despite the obvious pain she’s now in.

XANDER
You' re doing great, An, just great!
Renmenber, keep up the breathing,
just |ike we-

ANYA
(snaps)
WIIl you please be quiet!

Xander blinks, and gl ances at one of the nurses, a matronly
bl ack woman, who tries to suppress a grin as she takes Anya’'s
hand.

NURSE
It’'s alright, sweetheart. Listen to
your man, you' re doing just fine.

ANYA
Then why does it feel |ike ny bones
are cracki ng open and sonet hing the
size of a football is squeezing
t hrough t henf?

The doctor, facemask now over his nouth and bandana covering
his hair, pulls a chair up as he settles down at the end of
t he bed, snapping his | atex gl oves on.

DOCTOR
Because that’'s exactly what is
happening, Ms. Harris. Your pelvis
is expanding to all ow the baby
t hr ough.

Anya stares in disbelief at the doctor.

ANYA
Xander, that man’s dressed like a
bandit! They're letting bandits in
here now? What’s next? Is a cowboy
going to take ny tenperature?

XANDER
He's the doctor, Anya, he’'s here to
hel p!
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ANYA
Well, he looks ridiculous. | can
see why so nmany wonen are scared of
pregnancy if this is what’'s waiting
for them when they-

Anya grimaces and shudders as another contraction hits her.
The doctor calls over to the second nurse, a thin, young
Al san woman.

DOCTOR
The contractions are pretty cl ose
toget her now, we won’'t have to wait
| ong.

ANYA
(frantic)
Bef ore what ?

DOCTOR
Bef ore the baby decides to nake his
or her appearance!

ANYA
It’s a ‘her,’ actually.
DOCTOR
Ch, you had an ultrasound to find
out ?
ANYA
No, | just know these things. You

see, when | was a venge-

Xander clanps a hand over her nouth to shut her up, |aughing
at the Doctor as though nothing’ s wong.

XANDER
Uh, veterinarian! She was going to
say ‘veterinarian.’ She, uh, becane
very good at, er, guessing the sex
of new... puppies, ah, before they
were born, and...

Xander trails off as he | ooks at Anya, her eyes glaring
bl oody nmurder back up at him

XANDER (cont’ d)
Hey, you know what? | think |’ m
gonna go get sonme water.
(to Anya)
You want sone water, honey?

He carefully takes his hand away, |eaning closer to whisper
into her ear.
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XANDER (cont’ d)
Anya, renenber, we’ re around nor nal
peopl e now |xnay on the enonday!

ANYA
(conf used)
But it’s Tuesday, not Monday,
Xander . ..

Xander raises an eyebrow, and she gets it.

ANYA (cont’ d)
(1 oudly)
Right! Got it. No telling them!l
used to be a denon.

Xander freezes. He | ooks up at the doctor and nurses, but
only the black nurse is |istening.

NURSE
(smles)
Didn"t we all, honey, didn't we

all!

Xander breathes a sigh of relief and darts back outside the
delivery room He passes the shadowy Man standi ng by the
doors, but, of course, doesn’t see him

I NT. HOSPI TAL - CORRI DOR. DAY. 4

In the corridor just beyond the delivery room Xander steps
out, clearly already at the edge of his nerves, to be greeted
by the others. Wllowis the first here, wapping her arns
round him

W LLOW
How s she doi ng?

XANDER
Fine. So far. | think. Does anybody
here know anyt hi ng about babi es,
and the whole giving birth deal ?

He | ooks round hopefully - but nothing but blank | ooks. Sofia
rai ses a hand, and Xander grins at her.

SCFI A
Well, its not exactly ‘experience,
but when | was very little |
briefly had a baby sister, but she
di ed before she was one, so..

There's a silence. Perhaps that wasn’t the best thing to have
br ought up.
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Sofia blushes as she realises her error, and tries to quickly

recover.

SOFI A (cont’ d)
Wat | nean is, | was there when
she was born, so | can just about
remenber how it all went.

XANDER
And? Can | get sone rough figures

on hours spent scream ng, potenti al

anounts of blood and other bodily
fluids, and a general tinme until
this is all over?

Sofia bites her |lip - she doesn’t renenber things in that

much detaill

Marie picks up on Sofia s hesitation and speaks up.

MARI E
Xander, fromwhat | renenber of ny
sister’s experience, it can be
anyt hi ng between a few hours and a
few days. You' ve just got to be
patient.

XANDER
(flustered)
Pati ent ?

ANYA (O. S.)

(yel l's)
Xander! 1!

XANDER
Sonmething tells ne that's really
not going to be factor here! Uh,
gotta go.

Xander turns and barges back into the delivery room tripping
on sonething off canera and crashing to the ground. Buffy

rubs her eyes as the group settle down again.

W LLOW

(proudly)
Ww. Xander’'s going to be a dad.

BUFFY
I know, who' d have put nobney on
that when we all net nine years
ago?
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Ad LES
I"msure Xander will be a fine
father. He's | oyal, dedicated, and
very. ..

BUFFY

Good with his hands?

G LES
| was going to say ‘resilient,’ but
I’ msure sustaining a relationship
with Anya requires both
qualities...

There's a shared | augh - a nonent of relief.

Sofia glances around, still trying to get her bearings with
everyone, when she spots the | ooks Marie keeps throwing to
G |l es.

Sofia raises an eyebrow - Gles is oblivious, but Marie is
clearly looking at himlike she wants to say sonething, but
can’t find the words.

Sofia opens her nouth to speak, but is interrupted as Buffy
t akes a seat beside her.

BUFFY
Hey. Look, | know this is kinda
crazy, you just getting here then
all this happening, but don't
worry, it isn't always like this.

SCFI A
Really? I'd heard that it usually
was, one way or another.

BUFFY
(blinks)
You di d? From who?

Wl ow COUGHS once, trying to | ook innocent, and Buffy
manages a chuckl e.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Ckay, in ternms of general
crazi ness, then yeah, but this is
actually our first baby, believe it
or not, so hopefully everything's
going to go according to-

MAX (O S.)
There you all arel!

MAX strides over, and Gles' face drops as the disgraced
Wat cher wal ks over.

( CONTI NUED)
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Marie | ooks fromMax to G les and back, finally understanding
t he neani ng of the phrase ‘between a rock and a hard pl ace.

MAX (cont’ d)
| got the nessage Marie left on the
answer phone at your place, Rupert,
and | got over here as soon as |
coul d.

G LES
(col dly)
You' re supposed to be under house
arrest, Max, not waltzing out
whenever you feel like it! And
besides, | hardly think this matter
is any concern of yours!

MAX
Don't be like that, Gles, | wanted
to be here for when the baby
arrivesl!

Gles glares at Max, but he just grins back and | ooks at
Mari e, stepping towards her.

MAX (cont’ d)
Ch, and, sorry | had to dash out on
you last night, | had an inportant

contact call me up and | had to
meet up with him

Marie | ooks up at Gles, know ng that Max has just let the
cat out of the bag again, and Gles face says it all

G LES
(col d)
So tell me, Marie, are you nmaking a
habit of... ‘entertaining Mx
out si de of standard working hours
now?

Marie | ooks horrified, rapidly trying to think of an excuse.

MARI E
(stutters)
I- | mean, we- there wasn't-
don’'t nean to-

G LES
(interrupts)
It’s quite alright. Don’t worry
yoursel f on ny account.

G les steps away from her, headi ng back towards the main
waiting room He turns just as he | eaves the corridor.

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES (cont’ d)
At least if Max is always with you,
I know where he is.

G les departs. The others try not to |look at Marie as she
turns a deep shade of crinmson, while Max just lets an
i npertinent sneer flash across his face for an instant.

Sofia breaks the silence, |ooking fromone face to the next
for a few nonents before speaking.

SCFI A
Alright, I know that |’ m new around
here, but... Wiat was that al

about ?

Buffy gets up, throws a cold | ook at Max and heads after
G les wthout another word.

As Marie | ooks |ike she wants the ground to swal |l ow her up,
we cut back into:

I NT. HOSPI TAL - DELI VERY ROOM DAY. 5

Anya is still sat up in the bed, holding her belly and
breat hing, as Xander gulps froma bottle of water, | ooking
i ke he’s sweating as nmuch as she is.

The Doctor taps a hypoderm c syringe, squirting a little
fluid out of it before stepping towards Anya.

She glares at him her eyes suddenly filled wi th anger.
ANYA

(suspi ci ous)
What’ s that?

DOCTOR

It’s just alittle sedative, Ms.

Harris, it’ll help relax you.
ANYA

Forget it!
DOCTOR

But without it, you coul d-
ANYA

|’ve got no tinme for sedatives!
XANDER

(frantic)

There’' s always tine for sedatives!

Anya | ooks at Xander, who nods. Anya pouts.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
No, | don’t want any. | don’t want
to black out when this is
happening. |’ ve read what you
peopl e do, you wait until the
baby’ s out and then you sell it to
the cult nenbers waiting outside!

XANDER
Anya, there are no-
ANYA
Don’t interrupt nme, Xander! |’ m

havi ng our baby here, the | east you
could do is agree with nme when |
say things!

XANDER
(hol ds up hands)
Ckay, fine. |If you pass out, |
prom se to defend our baby from any
cult nenbers. Deal ?

Anya considers this, then gives the doctor a brief nod.

ANYA
Alright. Do it. But if | wake up
and the baby’ s gone, they' |l have
to invent new words for the
puni shnments | inflict upon you. Is
that clear?

The | ook in Anya’'s eyes nakes the doctor GULP nervously,
despite Xander doing his best to | augh the nonent away.

XANDER
Boy, she sure says the darndest
t hi ngs, huh?

Xander takes her hand and pats it, throw ng her anot her
war ni ng | ook when the doctor | ooks away to get the syringe
r eady.

The doctor carefully injects Anya with the sedative, then
nods to the Asian nurse, who brings the stirrups round into
pl ace.

DOCTOR
Alright then, Anya, it’s tine to
take things up a notch.

ANYA
Up a notch? How many nore notches
are there? I'’mat the top notch
al ready!

( CONTI NUED)
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DOCTOR
It’s alright, we just need to keep
meki ng things as easy as possible
for the baby to nmake her way out
here, and for that, we need these
little things.

The doctor taps the stirrups, which CLANG | oudly as the
nurses start to help Anya lie back, getting her legs ready to
go up into them

Anya realises that this nmeans she’ Il be displaying what’s
beneat h her hospital gown to the room and she frantically
grabs hold of Xander.

XANDER
OM Anya, what is it?
ANYA
(whi spers)

They' re going to expose ne!

XANDER
\What ?
(cat ches up)
Ch, no, they just need to-

ANYA
(hi sses)
Xander! Back nme up, that’s why |
married you

XANDER
(patiently)
You can’t have the baby sitting up
i ke that, sweetheart, we need to
get you a bit nore..
(searches for right word)
el evat ed.

ANYA
But . ..

Anya pul | s Xander cl oser so she can whisper into his ear.

ANYA (cont’ d)
They' || see ny private areas!

XANDER
Uh, yeah, but there’'s not really
anyt hi ng we can do about that!

ANYA
Aren’t you going to defend ne?

( CONTI NUED)



14,
CONTI NUED: ( 3)

XANDER
Fr om what ?

ANYA
From this other nan!

DOCTOR
Alright, we're about ready when you
are, Ms. Harris.

Xander gl ances up at the doctor, then back down at Anya, who
| ooks up at himw th pleadi ng eyes.

XANDER
(to doctor)
Uh... Just give us a nonent.

The doctor gl ances at the black nurse, who just shrugs.

ANYA
Xander, | just don't feel right
exposing ny private woman’s pl ace
to this strange nman, and neither
shoul d you!

XANDER
(reassuring)
I"’msure he’s seen it all before,
Anya.

ANYA
(shocked)
What ?! ? You nean he’s been spying
on us? | knew | didn't like the
| ook of him- his eyes are too
shifty. Like a pirate. A very clean

pirate.
XANDER
(patiently)
No, | just nean that he does this

every day, and-

ANYA
He exposes wonen while their
husbands are still in the roonf!?
XANDER
(beat)
Yes.
ANYA
(beat)
Oh. Well, | suppose that’s alright,
t hen.

( CONTI NUED)
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DOCTOR
Un sorry to disturb you both...
Xander and Anya | ook up at the doctor.

DOCTOR (cont ' d)
but this little girl’s on her

way out, like it or not, so we
can’t really hang about nuch
| onger!

Xander | ooks down at Anya, who smiles hopefully back.

ANYA
Alright then. Let's get this
start ed.

The doctor nods to the nurses, who carefully raises Anya's
legs into the stirrups. Anya fixes the doctor with a stare.

ANYA (cont’ d)
But if I catch you | ooking around
down there for a second | onger than

you have to, then I’'ll make sure ny
husband kills you

(beat)
Slowy.

The doctor blinks and gl ances at Xander, who tries to think
of something distracting to say.

XANDER
Unh... Is there any chance we coul d
get alittle nore of that sedative
over here for her?

The doctor manages a grin as he | ooks down, and Anya grips
Xander’s hand tightly.

Nei t her of them see the shadowy Man watchi ng over them as he
steps into the room passing through the delivery room door
as if it wasn't there.

He steps over to Anya and reaches a hand out for her.

As his hand cl oses, Anya blinks, sensing sonething - but

bef ore she can react, then Man | ays his hand on her forehead,
and with a GASP from Anya, we:

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT _TWO

I NT. HOSPI TAL - WAI TI NG ROOM DAY.

16.

FADE | N:
6

G les stands by one of the wi ndows overl ooking the anbul ance
bay, his glasses in one hand. Around him various patients

chat to one anot her,
t hrough t hem al

himfor a few beats before he turns round.

G LES
Buffy, there’s no need for you to
foll ow ne. You shoul d be back there
with the others, in case Xander
needs you.

BUFFY
Yeah, | could see that happeni ng,
what with ne wanting to break Max’'s
neck and all.

sonme coughi ng and wheezi ng. Buffy weaves
to make her way over to him standi ng behi nd

Buffy glances to her left - one of the patients is staring up
at her with a shocked expression.

BUFFY (cont’ d)

(qui ckly)
Fi gure of speech.

She steps closer to Gles so they can talk privately.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
G les, what’s going on? You ve not
said anything to nme about it, but
it doesn’t take a subscription to
Cosnopolitan to work out
sonet hi ng’ s changed around here.

G |l es goes back to staring through the wi ndow, and Buffy
mekes an irritated sigh.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Right. Silent treatnent. Good.
Because that doesn’t nmake you seem
i ke an annoyi ng teenager at all.

G LES
(weary)
Buffy, 1'd really rather be-

BUFFY
(interrupts)
Al one? When does that ever hel p?

Gles slowy turns to |look at her, then he closes his eyes

and nods.

She sm | es.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY (cont’ d)
That’s better. Now, start talking.
The way | figure it, we've still
got another hour or two yet before
Anya hits Def Con One in there, so
don’t skip anything. Start w th why
you and Marie weren’'t dating when
you got back to Cleveland a few
nmont hs ago, because we sure al
noticed that part already.

G les scratches the back of his head, then nmanages a bitter
chuckl e.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
What’'s so funny?

G LES
I’ mjust appreciating the irony of
the nonment. You wanting ne to tell
you my sob story. Quite a role
reversal, don’t you think?

BUFFY
(shrugs)
It happens. Start talking.

Gles smles at her, as we cut to:
I NT. HOSPI TAL - DELI VERY ROOM DAY. 7

The shadowy Man still has his hand pressed to Anya' s tenples,
but no-one in the roomcan see himas Xander squeezes her
hand.

XANDER
Ckay, honey, we’'re getting there,
just keep doi ng what you’' re doi ng!

Anya turns to |l ook at him Through her eyes, the scene seens
to have sl owed down, all the sounds of the roomnuffled and
faint.

Anya turns to | ook over at the doctor, but we can’'t nmake out
what he’s saying.

The roomslowy begins to WHI TE QUT, and we cut to:

EXT. FIELDS. DAY. 8
We find ourselves in a long, green field, which stretches off
into the horizon in every direction. Overhead is a blue sky

with patches of fluffy white cloud, the sun bl azing over the
scene.

( CONTI NUED)
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The col ours around us are oversaturated and bright, and as we
pan across the fields, taking in a soft breeze of air and the
gentle chirping of birds in trees dotted around, we find Anya
- but she’s dressed differently, her hair long and curly and

a long, flow ng white dress swaying around her in the breeze.

Anya bl inks, |ooking around her, confused.

ANYA
(call's out)
Hel | 0?

She | ooks down at her dress, touching herself all over as if
to make sure she’s still there.

ANYA (cont’ d)
What’'s all this?
(1 ooki ng ar ound)
VWhere am | ? Where’'s Xander ?

She realises sonmething and pats her noticeably flatter belly,
al ar med.

ANYA (cont’ d)
Where’'s ny baby?
(call's out; I|ouder)
Hel | 0?! ?

VO CE (O S.)
There’s no need to shout, Anya.

Anya junps half a mle out of her skin and | ooks round - the
shadow Man fromthe hospital is standing a few feet away
fromher, still weathed in shadows despite the brilliant
sunshi ne over head.

MAN
Forgive ne for the manner in which
you were brought here, but is has
taken me sonme tinme to find you.
Dark forces are conspiring against
us, and tine is short.

Anya blinks, |ooking the Man up and down, al arned.

ANYA
‘Dark forces’ ? Wio, exactly?
(beat)
Did I work for thenf

The Man steps towards her, |ooking up and revealing his
features at last. His face is young, with black hair flopping
down over his eyes, but the eyes thensel ves have a dark
intensity to themthat nakes Anya step backwards.
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ANYA (cont’ d)
(suspi ci ous)
Who are you?

MAN
My nane is Asha, and |’mhere to
bring you sone inportant
information. It concerns your

child.

ANYA
My baby? Where is she? What’'s going
on here?

ASHA

You have many questions, so | wll-

Asha GULPS as Anya suddenly |unges forward and grabs hi m by
t he throat.

ANYA

(furious)
Ckay, nonkey boy, here’s how this
is going to work! You're going to
tell me where | am and what’s going
on here very quickly, or |I"m going
to remnd you why | used to | ove
bei ng a vengeance denon so much
Save the cryptic, nystical crap for
sonebody who hasn’'t seen it al
bef or el

Asha eyes her for a second - then nods.

ASHA
Very well, then. Let’s nove al ong.

Anya | ets himgo, and Asha takes a second to conpose hinself
before he starts to wal k away, across the fields, beckoning
for Anya to follow

ASHA (cont’ d)
Conme, there are things you have to
see.

Anya wat ches himfor a nonent, then starts to jog after him
finding that her dress makes progress slow, despite her
bunching it up as best she can.

ANYA
Hey, wait! If I’mhere, then what's
going on back in the delivery roonf
I"’min the mddle of having a baby!
Wiy do peopl e keep interrupting ne
before |1’ ve finished anything?
Hey! !
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Asha wal ks on, and we cut from himand Anya to:

I NT. HOSPI TAL - WAI TI NG ROOM DAY. 9
Gles is still talking to Buffy as we rejoin them
G LES

and that’ s about the sum of
things at the nonent.

BUFFY
Wow.
(beat)
So, you really, really like her
huh?

G LES
(nods)
I think it’s the strongest |’ ve
felt about anyone since Jenny.

BUFFY
(eyes him
Didn't you have a thing for ny nom
too? You know, the whol e band candy
i ncident and that thing with the
police car..

G LES
(evasi ve)
That was... Let’s try to stay
focused, shall we?

BUFFY
Ri ght, sorry. So, you like Marie
but you haven’t said anything to
her and now she’'s sleeping with

Max... And you still haven't said
anything to her. |Is that about
right?
G LES
(si ghs)

Yes, unfortunately.

BUFFY
So just march your British ass over
there and tell her!

G LES
It’s not that sinple, Buffy.

BUFFY
O course it is! Who ever got what
they wanted by sitting back and
waiting for it to cone to then?

( MORE)
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Whenever you do that, soneone el se
cones along and takes it away -
someone who bothered to ask. You
seeing the pattern here yet?

G LES
It’'s too conplicated, we both have
our work, and don’t forget |’ m Head
Wat cher, it would be inappropriate
t o-

BUFFY
So it’ll be an office romance, big
whoop! What are you afraid of, are
the other Watchers gonna wite
‘G les loves Marie’ over your desk
when you get hone?

G les manages a smle, and Buffy reaches out to take his arm
starting to |l ead hi mback towards the others.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Conme on. Just say you need to talk
to her about sonething in private,
act like it’s business. Then, when
you get her to yourself, just grab
her and-

Gles raises a hand to stop Buffy.

G LES
| get the idea.

She smles up at himas they head into:
I NT. HOSPI TAL - CORRI DOR. DAY. 10

Buffy and G les turn back into the corridor outside the
delivery room- but Max and Marie are nowhere to be seen.

BUFFY
Hey! Were’' d Max go?

SCFI A
Ch, uh, they left.

W LLOW
Yeah, Max said he needed to talk to
her about sonmething in private, it
sounded ki nda official, so we...

Wllowtrails off as she picks up on Gles' dark |ook. Gles
sits calmy down in a chair, and Buffy sighs, stepping away
fromhim

W LLOW (cont’ d)
Uh, shoul d we have stopped thenf?

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES
(bitter)
Sonmehow, | doubt anything woul d by
now.

Sofia | ooks around at everyone’s dour expressions for a beat,
bef ore she stands.

SOFI A
Vell! | think it’s tine | went
somewhere else for a few m nutes.
You all look Iike you need sone

qui et tinme.
She wal ks away down the corridor, and Buffy watches her go.

W LLOW
I think we scared away the newbi e.

BUFFY
| can’t say | blame her, this isn't
exactly an easy introduction to
life in the Scooby Gang!

W LLOW
(to G les)
Are you okay? ‘ Cause you | ook a
little-

G LES
(snaps)
" mfine.

W Il ow blinks and | ooks at Buffy, who shakes her head.
W LLOW
Ckay! Right. I'’mjust gonna sit
here quietly and not say anyt hing.
Wl low sits and | ooks round for sonething to keep her

occupi ed, as Buffy | ooks over at Gles again, his brow
f urrowed.

We cut from his unhappy expression to:

EXT. FIELDS. DAY. 11
Anya follows Asha over the crest of a hill, bounding down the
sl ope after him
ANYA
(panti ng)

Do we have to wal k so quickly? I'm
pregnant, you know

( CONTI NUED)
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ASHA
Here, you are not.
ANYA
Well... You should still make
al | owances! |’'ve been carrying a

tiny person around for nine nonths,
it’s going to take ne a while to
r eadj ust.

She | ooks around - they’'re standing outside a typica
subur ban house, oddly out of place in the fields, as though
it fell out of the sky and | anded there.

ANYA (cont’ d)
(conf used)

Is this nmeant to be the house from
t hat novi e about that awf ul Dorothy
girl who nurders those wtches?
Xander nade ne watch it to sone
rock band’' s al bum once, he said the
soundtrack matches to-

XANDER (O S.)
Ckay, kids, who wants to take
another ride on the Harris Express?

CH LDREN S VO CES (O S.)
Meee! |

ANYA

(quietly)
Xander ?

Anya dashes towards the house, |eaving Asha, who stands and
wat ches her, his hands fol ded before him

I NT. SUBURBAN HOUSE. DAY. 12

Anya bursts in through the house’s front door. Inside, it

| ooks a lot like the current Harris Residence - the marks of
Xander’s DI Y-manship shows itself in several extensions and
i nprovenents, while Anya recognises the furniture.

ANYA
Xander? Are you in here?

She steps forward cautiously into the house, her attention
drawn to a row of photographs above a crackling firepl ace.

She |ifts one up to examne it - it’s of her and Xander on
their wedding day. The next is of them honeynoboni ng sonewhere
exotic, and as she lifts the third she GASPS - it’s of Xander
and Anya with a baby, beam ng proudly up at the canera.

( CONTI NUED)
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She | ooks across the other photos - nore happy famly
pi ctures. Anya sm | es and reaches out for another, when a
commtion com ng fromthe kitchen makes her turn round.

In rushes Xander, with three small KIDS hanging onto him al
four of them | aughi ng happily.

XANDER
Next stop, the front room

The kids |augh with gl ee as Xander careens around the |iving
room two blonde girls hanging fromeach of his arns and a
dar k- haired boy hol ding on round his chest.

XANDER (cont’ d)
Pl ease ensure all your l|uggage is
safely stowed away, as we nay be
experiencing... turbul ence!

Standi ng by the sofa, Xander shakes his whol e body, and the
whoopi ng children fall off and | and on the sofa. Xander joins
them the four of themlost in |aughter.

Anya steps over, her eyes w de, not sure what she’s seeing.
Xander | ooks up at her.

XANDER (cont’ d)
Ch, hi, honey. Kids, say hi to your

not her .
Kl DS
(toget her)
H , nmommy!

Anya’s hands go to her nouth, and she sobs once, a tear
rolling down her cheek. Xander notices and nods to her,
patting each of the kids on the head in turn.

XANDER
Ckay, Harris Battallion, your nom
and | have some grown up stuff to
tal k about now. Go tear up your
play roomfor a few m nutes, okay?

The ki ds blast away from Xander, racing upstairs and out of
view. A stunned Anya | ooks at Xander, who pats the sofa.

XANDER (cont’ d)
C non, Anya, cone sit down.

She slowy steps over and sits, and Xander grins at her.
XANDER (cont’ d)
They’'re really sonething, aren't

t hey?
( MORE)
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I can’t believe sonetines that
three kids of m ne ended up so dam
perfect. Especially when you | ook
at how the rest of ny famly turned
out. ..

Xander nudges Anya, who nmanages to nod, fighting to hold back
the tears as she smles over at him

XANDER (cont’ d)
‘Course, wthout you, none of them
woul d be here anyway, so...

ANYA
Xander, what’s happeni ng? Wiere am
| ?

XANDER

The future. Qur future, actually.
This is us about four years from
now.

Xander cranes round to | ook out through the w ndow.

XANDER (cont’ d)
Well, not here here, if you know
what | nmean. This is kind of a
sneak preview of what’'s com ng.

ANYA
So... So it’'s all okay? The baby,
our baby, nothing goes w ong?

Xander | ooks evasive for a nonent, and Anya | ooks up as a
shadow falls across them Asha has entered the house.

XANDER
It's... conplicated. It’s probably
best if Asha here explains it to
you, |’mjust an avatar from your
subconsci ous.

ANYA
(conf used)
You're a what?

XANDER
It’s a long story, honey. Andrew
knows about it, though. If you get
a chance to ask him he’ll explain
it.

ANYA
Thi s doesn’t make any sense..

Anya stands, turning to Asha.
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ANYA (cont’ d)
Were are we? What are you trying
to show nme here?

ASHA
I m showi ng you a vision of your
own future. This is what's in store
for you, Anya - a happy hone, a
devot ed husband and t hree wonderf ul
chi |l dren.

ANYA
(beat)
Oh. Good. That beats the | ast
vi sion anyone had of ny future -
Xander told ne that he killed ne
with a frying pan!

ASHA
Yes, that was... an unfortunate
affair. Trust nme, this time, what
you see i s real

ANYA

How do | know that? Prove it.
ASHA

In time. First, | nust tell you

sonet hi ng about this future.

ANYA
(rolls eyes)
And here cones the cryptic part...
| was in this business for a
t housand years, don’t you nessenger
peopl e ever get any new tricks to
use on peopl e?

XANDER
Listen to the man, Anya, he’s
trying to help.

ANYA
(snaps)
Xander! 1’ m busy!

Xander raises his hands and | ooks away. Anya | ooks back to
Asha, thinking about sonething.

ANYA (cont’ d)
(kay... so that part was pretty
realistic.
(beat)
What do you have to tell ne about
this future, then?
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ASHA

Al of what you see can be yours.
ANYA

(smles)

Real | y? G eat!
ASHA

But I’"mafraid there is a price you

nmust pay.

We push in on Anya as the smle drops from her face.

ANYA
.

And fromthat, we:

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT TWO
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13

14

28.
CONTI NUED: ( 5)

ACT THREE
FADE | N:
EXT. CITY STREET. N GHT. 13
We're | ooking down on a dark, griny inner city street, a
light snowfall filtering across our vision as Asha wal ks into

frame, heading away fromus. Anya follows him | ooking up and
all around her.

ANYA
Where are we now?
ASHA
I will explainin tinme. Follow ne.

Anya jogs up to himas Asha stops outside a set of stairs
| eading down to a club below street |evel. Anya joins him
squinting to read the faded nane out above the stairs.

ANYA
(reads)
‘Hogar del Oraculo’?

ASHA
We nmust head i nsi de.

Asha starts down the stairs, and after a nonent’s hesitation,
Anya fol | ows.

As she di sappears into the darkness, we cut to:
EXT. HOSPI TAL - ROCFTOP. DAY. 14

An access door opens, and Max and Marie step out onto the
roof of one of the hospital buildings. Mrie | ooks

unconf ortabl e, rubbing her arnms as Max strides out into the
sunl i ght.

MAX

(breat hes deeply)
That’s better! | had to get us out
of there, sorry. 1'd only been
there five mnutes and it was
already starting to feel Iike
sonebody died! | thought births
were neant to be happy occasions?
And who was that new girl back
there wwth the others?

MARI E
A lot’s happened in a short space
of tinme, Max, that’s all.
(beat)
What did you want to talk to ne
about ?
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MAX

Ah, yes. It’s about us.
MARI E

‘Us’ ? What does that nean, exactly?
MAX

(grins)
You know... you and nme. | know

Rupert isn’t exactly over the noon
about what’s going on, but | think
it’s time we decided what to say to
hi m about it.

MARI E
... I'mreally not sure what to
say. |'’mnot even sure what's
supposed to be going on between us,
Max! |’ m supposed to be nonitoring

you until your hearing with the
Counci | conmes around, not...

She trails off, and Max steps closer. She’s | ooking at her
feet, so he raises her head up with one finger underneath her
chi n.

MAX
Sl eeping together? | didn't plan on
t hat happeni ng either, you know

Max suddenly stops smling and steps away, turning his back
on her. Marie reacts, stepping forward.

MARI E
VWhat ?

MAX
| know what this is about. You
think I seduced you to try and
i nfl uence ny hearing.

MARI E
You... Oh, for goodness sake, Max!
That’s got nothing to do with it.
MAX
Hasn't it?
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MARI E

(beat)
Alright, 1'lIl admt, |’ m concerned
that |’ ve broken sone rules in
fraternising wwth you the way I
have, but | won't be part of the
tribunal that judge your actions
over your Slayer’'s death. It’s
nothing at all to do with ne.

We nove around to | ook at Max, his back still turned to
Marie. A victorious grin creeps across his face.

MAX
So you nean that? You trust ne?

MARI E
(si ghs)
I trust that you're not trying to
wor m your way out of things, yes.
I’ mnot sure why, but still...

Max manages to hide his grin as he turns back round.

MAX
I don’t |ike people accusing nme of
things | haven't done, Marie. |’'m

prepared to accept responsibility
for Sierra’ s death...

Max wal ks right up to her, tracing one finger down her cheek.

MAX (cont’ d)
... but what | feel for you is the
real deal

Marie hesitates - then |ooks up to him and the two start to
kiss. W |eave themon the rooftop, and cut back to:

I NT. UNDERGROUND NI GHT CLUB. NI GHT. 15

Asha and Anya descend the staircase into the bar itself - a
cosy place, dark wood furnishings and old style fake
gaslights hanging fromthe ceiling.

VWhat Anya notices nore is the clientele - a m xture of humans
and denons, in all shapes and sizes, snoking, drinking and
chatting as soft, guitar-driven nusic pipes out from overhead
speakers.

ANYA
Am | going to end up in a bar?
(gasps)
I s Xander going to becone an
al coholic?
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ASHA
Nei ther. This way.

Asha heads towards a back door, just to the left of a snal
stage, and passes straight through it. Anya blinks, then
cautiously reaches out a hand - which passes through the
door!

Surprised, she reaches out further - and YELPS as Asha | eans
back through the door to grab her arm

ASHA (cont’ d)
Pl ease, Anya, we don’t have a | ot
of tine!

He pulls her forward, and she di sappears through the door,
| eadi ng us into:

I NT. UNDERGROUND NI GHT CLUB - BACK ROOM NI GHT. 16

Asha and Anya are now in a darker room decorated |ike an old
dressing roomconplete with [ighted mrror and nmakeup tabl e,
but in the far corner of the roomis a figure wapped in a

| ong, dark coat, a hood covering their face.

Before the figure kneels a denon, green-skinned with |ong,
grey hair, his hands raised as if making an offering.

DEMON
Geat Oacle, | beg of you, aid ne
with ny troubles...

The hooded figure watches the denon for a nonent - then pulls
back the hood to reveal a strikingly attractive young wonman.
She’s in her twenties with blonde, curly hair.

ORACLE
Ch, cone on, Gijnel! You know you
don’t have to do all that fawning
stuff for nme. Take a seat over
there and tell ne all about it.
"Il see if there's anything | can
do to help you.

Anya peers at her, spotting the resenblance instantly.

ANYA
She | ooks just |ike-

ASHA
You, yes, she does. That’'s because
this is your daughter. This is the
child you are giving birth to at
this very nonent.
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Anya | ooks disbelievingly at Asha, then marches forward to
get a closer ook at the Oracle. This tinme, no-one in the
roomcan see them which is fortunate as Anya | eans ri ght
over the young woman, studying her features carefully.

ANYA
She doesn’t have ny nose. That'’s
Xander’s Definitely. Onh, and her
| eft ear | ooks nore like his too.
But, other than that...

She takes a few steps back, one finger on her chin |ike an
artist studying a finished painting. She nods.

ANYA (cont’ d)
She’ s perfect.

Anya turns to Asha, beam ng.
ANYA (cont’ d)

She’'s beautiful! Just |ike her
nmother. |Is this what | needed to

see?

ASHA
This is part of what you need to
see.

ANYA

That denon called her ‘Oracle,

t hough. | couldn’t help but notice
that, seeing as this place is
called *Honme of the Oracle’ and
everything. Guess she nust have

pi cked up her subtlety fromne as
well. So does that nean..

ASHA

Yes, your child is the next Oracle.
When the last child was murdered by
Uithios, another was called, and
her spirit sent into the body of a
growi ng human foet us.

(beat)
Yours.

ANYA
(shocked)
You shot an Oracle into ny baby?
What ki nd of sick nessenger are
you?!
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ASHA
It has been this way for thousands
of years, and will continue to do
so long after this newchild is
gone.

ANYA
Wait, so - are we in the future
now?

ASHA

Twenty-two years, to be exact.
Today is the Oracl e’ s birthday.

ANYA
On!
(to Oracle)
Happy birt hday!
(beat)
Even though you can’t hear ne, but
still...

ASHA
The Oracle is chosen to pass
messages on fromthe Powers That
Be, but they are al so seen as great
spiritual beacons in these dark
times. Your daughter’s powers are
strong, enhanced by the denonic
bl ood that wll always be part of
your body. She will help literally
t housands of peopl e during her
lifetinme, saving lives and passing
on the wi shes of the Powers That
Be, hel ping their chanpions
continue the good fight against the
dar kness.

ANYA
Yes, that’s all very poetic, and
wel |l done for that, but what does
this have to do with ne? And where
are the other children | saw
earlier? Are they all grown up now
t 00?

Asha falls quiet, and Anya frowns, stepping towards him
ANYA (cont’ d)
Wel | ? Conme on, don't start giving
me the silent treatnment now, you' ve
shown ne this nuch, let’s keep
nmovi ng!

Anya snaps her fingers as a thought hits her.
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ANYA (cont’ d)
I know, this is |ike that other
novie, isn't it! The one with the
funny man from ' Ghost busters,
where the ghosts show himwhat a
horrible life he’s going to grow up
to have? Is that what this is?

ASHA
(shakes head)
I"mafraid it is not that sinple.
We nust get back to the fields,
time is short.

Asha turns round and steps through the door of the back room
and with a puzzled | ook, Anya casts one |last gl ance towards
the Oracle, then foll ows.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - WAI TI NG ROOM DAY. 17

Sofia is over by the vendi ng machi ne, choosing sone candy as
Buf fy steps over.

SCOFI A
Oh, hello.

BUFFY
Hey.

SCOFI A

How i s everything? | couldn't help
but notice that M. G les seened
quite upset.

BUFFY
Yeah. G les has got girl problens.
Same as usual .

SCFI A
Real | y? He seens a little...

BUFFY
VWhat ?

Sofia glances at the vending machine as it di spenses her
candy, reaching down for it.

SCFI A
Well, old. For girl trouble, |
mean. | always thought that when

peopl e got to that sort of age,
they had it all figured out!
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BUFFY
|"mstarting to realise that |
don’t think there’'s ever a tine
when you figure it all out..

Buffy trails off, and Sofia holds up her candy to offer her a
piece - it’'s a pack of Jolly Ranchers. Buffy grins and takes
one as the girls head back towards the delivery room

SCFI A
So tell me a few things, Buffy. |
managed to get a brief rundown of
your history on the plane back from
Italy, but it was from Xander,
so. ..

BUFFY
(grins)
Yeah, he tends to exaggerate a bit,
doesn’t he?

SOFI A
Oh, he’'s not so bad.

Sofia | ooks away for a nonment, but Buffy picks up on
sonet hi ng, eyeing Sofia with a wy grin.

BUFFY
You |like him don't you?

SCFI A
(startled; blushes)
What ? No! Well, uh, yes, | nean, of

course | like him he saved ny
life, but I don’t- | nean, |
woul dn’t, he’s a married man, about
to becone a father, I'mjust a
t eenager, and-
BUFFY
(interrupts)
Sofia! Relax. Breathe. |’ mjust
t easi ng.
SCFI A

Ah. Right. Got it.

The girls walk on for a few nore nonents, Buffy grinning to
hersel f about sonething before she turns back to Sofi a.

BUFFY
Xander’s been one of ny best
friends for years. | love himlike

he was a brother, and | can totally
see why you' d get a crush on him
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SCFI A
(starting to grin)
He is rather fit, isn't he...

BUFFY
And, as you already know, he’ Il do
whatever it takes to do the right
t hi ng, even though he doesn’t have
Sl ayer powers |ike we do, or magic

like WIIow.
SCFI A
(si ghs)
Yes, he can be quite heroic..
BUFFY
But Anya will wear your skin as a

new coat if she thinks you re any
kind of threat to her.

Sofia GULPS loudly and | ooks across at Buffy, horrified.

BUFFY (cont’ d)
Hey, just a friendly warning. You
seemli ke a good kid, Sofia, I'd
hate to see you get on the wong
side of Anya w thout realising!

SCFI A
So what you’'re saying is..
BUFFY
be careful.
(beat)
But it’s cool to still like him
Let’s just keep it between us,

okay?
They share a grin as they round the corner.
I NT. HOSPI TAL - CORRI DOR. DAY. 18

Sofia and Buffy join Wllow and Gles, Sofia sitting back
down as Buffy heads over to WI I ow.

BUFFY
Any news?

W LLOW
Not yet, it’'s quiet in there.

BUFFY
(surprised)

Quiet?
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W LLOW
(suspi ci ous)
Yeah, | know. Weird, huh? | was
hal f expecting Anya to go al
‘Denon Seed’ and start throw ng
dead bodi es out here, but so far...

BUFFY
Maybe she’s nel |l ow ng out?

Buffy and WI | ow exchange a | ook - then both burst into
| aughter. Anya and ‘nellow ng out’ do not go together.

Max and Marie head back along the corridor, and Buffy and
W Il ow stop | aughing. Marie sits several chairs away from
Gles, not |looking at him as Max settles down beside her

EXT. FlIELDS. DAY. 19

We're back in the green fields, Asha striding away from Anya
who is failing to keep up

ANYA
Wait, wait! What did you nean?

ASHA
There is one nore thing you need to
see, but we nust get you back to
your body soon!

ANYA
But you have to tell nme what you
meant first! Wat did ‘it’s not
that sinple nean?

Asha stops, and Anya finally catches up to him He turns to
her as she stands, catching her breath.

ASHA
| had wanted to do this sonewhere
nore intinate, but...

ANYA
(suspi ci ous)
‘“Intimate’ ? You' re not on the sane
team as that doctor, are you?

ASHA
Doct or ?

ANYA
Never m nd. Alright, go ahead. Tel
me what | need to know.

Asha is silent for a |long beat, before I ooking into Anya’'s
eyes, his voice soft and synpathetic when he speaks.
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ASHA
The two futures you saw exi st
separately from one anot her

ANYA
Separatel y?

ASHA
Yes. One has you and Xander grow ng
ol d together, raising your three
children and never having to fear
for your safety again. Your part in

the fight will be over, and you can
bring up your children know ng they
wi |l always be protected.

ANYA

And the other? The one where ny
fantastically good-| ooki ng daughter
is making a living dishing out
advice to rem ak denons in dirty
under ground cl ubs?

ASHA
The other future has your daughter,
the Oracle, hel ping save and change
the lives of thousands of others, a
conduit for instructions from
beyond this existence.

Asha falls quiet again, and Anya shrugs, waiting for nore
expl anati on.

ANYA

So they' re separate, then what?
ASHA

You nust choose between them
ANYA

(beat)

What ?

ASHA

It is the way it nust be. For the
Oracle to exist, a sacrifice nust
be nmade. If the sacrifice is not

made, then the Oracle wll die, and
there is no telling when anot her
one will be able to be born.

ANYA

(taken aback)
I... I don’t understand, why ne?
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ASHA
That will become clear. Cone, there
is one nor thing you nust see
bef ore you make your deci sion.

Asha starts to wal k away again, but Anya calls out.
ANYA
Stop! Wait. You said that the
Oracle only gets born if a
sacrifice is made. What needs to be
sacrificed?
Asha | ooks back at her for a | ong beat before he answers.

ASHA
You.

Anya’s eyes widen in shock, and we:

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
I NT. HOSPI TAL - CORRI DOR. DAY. 20

W' re back with Buffy and the others, waiting outside the
delivery room the unconfortable silence between Marie and
G les now hitting unbearabl e | evels.

W Il ow suddenly junps to her feet, startling everyone.

W LLOW
Hey!

BUFFY
Wllow Don't do that!

W LLOW
Ch, uh, sorry. But | just thought
of something! What if | go see if |
can find anything in what's left of
the Crcle’'s Gand Library about
Anya’ s baby?

G LES
Is that w se?

W LLOW
Wiy wouldn’t it be?

G LES
Wl low, fromwhat you ve told us,
that Library holds a book to
chronicle the life of every single
person on the planet. Am1| correct?

W LLOW
(proudly)
Yup. At least, it did, until the
Car et aker burned it down, but |I'm
pretty sure | can still get to
what ever info's inside the books.

G LES
What if what you find about the
immnent arrival to the Harris
househol d is bad news? WIIl you

still tell Xander and Anya, or wl|
you keep their child s fate secret
fromthenf

WIllow bites her |ip as she starts to catch Gles’ point.

W LLOW
Well... But what if it’s good
stuff?

( MORE)
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You know, like if the baby’'s going
to grow up to be a fanopus
scientist, or politician, or
witer?

BUFFY
God, | wouldn't wish that | ast one
on anybody. ..

G LES
I just don’t think it’s a good
i dea.

W LLOW
But -

MARI E
Rupert’s right, WIIow.

Everyone gl ances across at Marie, who finally |ooks back at
G |l es.

MARI E (cont’ d)
It’'s too dangerous. By rights, we
shoul d all have books up there
chronicling our lives, and while it
woul d be tenpting to see if they
tell nme anything about ny future,
I"d rather not know.

BUFFY
Yeah. |1’ ve had enough happen to ne
al ready, reading a list of what
could still happen would just about

finish nme off...

WIllow sits back down, and silence returns. After a few
nonment s, she stands agai n.

W LLOW
kay, so, no book checki ng.
(beat)
But 1’mjust gonna go take a quick
| ook round. That won’t do any harm
right?

G les opens his nouth to answer, but before he can speak,
Wllowis consuned by a yellow GLON and as the others shield
their eyes, WI Il ow D SAPPEARS, the |ight fading away and
taking her with it. Buffy | ooks around, startled by Wllow s
vani shi ng act.

BUFFY

(kay, she can do that since when,
exactly?
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G LES
I’mnot sure, it must be part of
her new found powers...

MARI E
This is starting to get out of
hand! \Were does it stop with her?

BUFFY
(wearily)
Ckay, guys, one problemat a tine.
Let’s wait and see what happens in
there first, and then we'll worry
about WIIlow. GCkay?

G les and Marie nod, and Buffy | ooks back to the door to the
delivery room as we cut to:

I NT. SUBURBAN HOUSE. DAY. 21

We're back inside the future Harris household that Anya
encountered earlier, but this tine it’s enpty as Asha opens
t he door and steps inside, followed by Anya.

ASHA
Pl ease, sit down.

Asha heads into the next roomas Anya sits on the sofa. He
returns with a glass filled with a dark purple |iquid.

ASHA (cont’ d)
Drink this, it will aid the fina
phase of your journey.

ANYA
To see what?

ASHA
To see the | ast piece of this
puzzle, that should allow you to
make your deci sion.

ANYA
(bitterly)
Oh yes, how could | forget that.

ASHA
Pl ease, dri nk.

Anya si ghs and knocks the drink back, wincing at its bitter
taste, She hands the enpty glass to Asha.

ANYA
Al right, now what happens?
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Asha reaches out and places a hand either side of Anya’'s
head.

ASHA
You nust see what will happen to
Xander if you choose to allow the
Oracle to be born into this world.

ANYA
You nmean if | choose to die?

ASHA
Yes. |If you do not, your baby wll
still be born, but she will die
within a year of her birth, and the
spirit of the Oracle will die with
her .

(beat)

Now, close your eyes.

A purple GLOWstarts to form beneath Asha’ s hands. Anya
frowmms for a nonent, then lets out a GASP as the gl ow
i ntensifies.

Asha hol ds his hands in place for a few nore nonents, Anya's
face passing through several enotions as she sees whatever
she sees, before Asha |owers his hands again, and Anya’s eyes
flicker open.

She seens breathless, and it takes her a nmonent before she
can speak agai n.

ANYA
That was. ..

ASHA
That was Xander’'s future w thout
you. I'mafraid it is quite

different to the scenes you
wi tnessed earlier in this house.

Anya just nods, suddenly |ooking close to tears.

ASHA (cont’ d)
We are al nost out of tine, Anya.
You nust make your choice now. The
Oracle may only be born to parents
of a hero and one of denonic bl ood,
those are the rules we nust foll ow
Your child with Xander is the only
opportunity we have to call another
Oracl e for nmany decades.
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ANYA
(snaps)
| understand! Stop trying to
justify this to nel

ASHA
| apol ogi se, | amonly-

ANYA
(furious)

You' re asking ne to choose between
the famly | want with the man |

| ove, or to | eave him al one so that
the next Oracle can be brought into
the worl d! You have no idea what
you’' re asking of ne!

ASHA

(bows head)
You are not the first one |I have
asked to nmake this choice. Sone
meke the sacrifice, others do not.
Utimately, it is their choice and
theirs al one.

(1 ooks at Anya)
And now, it is yours. The child
must be born out of |ove, and the
| ove you and Xander have for each
other is one of the purest and
strongest we have ever seen.

Asha | ooks away for a nonent, and when he | ooks back at Anya,
we see that there are tears in his eyes as well.

ASHA (cont’ d)
| amtruly sorry.

He takes Anya’ s hands, and she squeezes themtightly, letting
out a SOB at last, tears rolling dowm her cheeks as she
begi ns to weep.

She | eans forward, resting her head agai nst Asha’'s shoul der,
and he waps an armtightly around her, his own eyes cl osed
but tears still flowing freely.

After a few nonents, Anya nmanages to control her sobs, and
she sits up, quickly w ping her eyes.

ANYA
Al right.

ASHA
You have made your choice?

Anya cl oses her eyes and nods.
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ANYA
Yes.

Asha nods back at her, taking her hands in his own again

ASHA
We nust return you to your body
now. It is time for the birth.

Anya manages a smle at Asha.

ANYA
I’ mready.

Asha cl oses his eyes, and we WH TE QOUT to:
I NT. HOSPI TAL - DELI VERY ROOM DAY. 22

We're straight back to the nonment where Asha first laid his
hand on Anya’'s head, and she GASPS as he renoves his hand.

XANDER
Anya? Anya, are you okay? You
spaced out on ne for a second
there! Do you want sone nore
sedati ves?

Anya tries to | ook round, and just catches a glinpse of Asha
as he passes silently out through the doors of the delivery
room Anya | ooks back up at Xander, holding his hand tightly.

ANYA

Xander... Prom se nme sonet hi ng.
XANDER

(grins)

Yes, of course you'll still be just

as beautiful to ne after you have

t he baby.
ANYA

No, | know that already! This is

i nportant.

Xander gl ances at the doctor, who is concentrating on his
wor k, the nurses on hand to hel p out.

DOCTOR
Here we go, she’s crowning..

BLACK NURSE
Keep pushi ng, Anya, al nost there!

Anya grimaces as she pushes again, not letting go of Xander’s
hand.
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ANYA
Xander, prom se ne that no matter
what happens... to ne, or to the

baby... that you' Il forgive ne.

Xander frowns, not understandi ng what she could nean. As he
tries to work it out, we cut to:

I NT. CI RCLE - GRAND LI BRARY. DAY. 23

WIllow sits down at the edge of one of the w de bookshel ves
of what’s left of the Grcle s vast Library, its blackened
shelves still stretching off above, below and to either side
for what | ooks |like mles.

Wllowis quickly leafing through a large, red | eat her bound
book, frowning as she | ooks up fromit.

W LLOW
She’s not here...

W Il ow gl ances around her - there are piles of simlar books
scattered all around her, her search |looking like its been
going on for a while.

W LLOW (cont’ d)
But everyone has a book here! Wy
woul dn’t she have one?
(realises sonething)
Unless... Ch, no...

W1l ow SNAPS t he book shut, and fromthat we cut back to:
I NT. HOSPI TAL - DELI VERY ROOM DAY. 24

Back with Xander as he | ooks down on Anya. She’s breathing
rapidly, the doctor offering distant words of encouragenent,
but her eyes are | ocked on Xander’s.

XANDER
For gi ve you? For what? Anya, we're
about thirty seconds away from
havi ng a baby!

ANYA
(urgent)
Xander!'!
XANDER

Ckay, okay, | promse. No matter
what happens. Happy?

ANYA

(smles)
Yes.
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XANDER
Great. Now push!!

Anya cl anps her eyes shut and pushes again, using every fibre
of strength in her body.

DOCTOR
Conme on, Anya, she’s al nbost out!

BLACK NURSE
Screamif you want to, honey,
what ever it takes!

ANYA
(shakes head)
No... | don't need to...

Anya pushes one last tine, and with a GASP she col | apses back
on the bed.

The doctor |eans back, away from her - and we hear the
WAI LI NG of a newborn baby.

The doctor stands, holding up the baby for the breathless
Anya and the relieved Xander to see.

DOCTOR
Congratul ati ons, you have a
beauti ful baby girl!

Xander LAUGHS, half out of relief and half out of joy,
wr appi ng an armround Anya.

XANDER
You did it... You did it!
Anya smles, still catching her breath as she squeezes Xander
tightly.
ANYA
Well... | couldn’t just |eave
her... sitting in there, could I?

Xander ki sses her over and over again on the top of her head,
| ooking up as the Asian nurse clips the baby s unbilical cord
and waps her in a soft white bl anket, handi ng her across.

Xander cradles the baby gently in his arns, holding it closer
for Anya to see.

XANDER
Say hi to your nother, kid.

Anya | ooks up at Xander, who sm | es back at her as the baby
gurgles quietly.
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We dissolve fromthemto:
I NT. HOSPI TAL - CORRI DOR. DAY. 25

Xander steps out of the delivery room |ooking tired but
happy. Buffy and the others stand as he heads over.

BUFFY
(eager)
well ?

XANDER
(shrugs)
What can | say, except... who's the
daddy?

Buf fy SQUEALS with delight and grabs hold of him squeezing
himtightly.

Xander quickly turns blue, and Gles manages to | ever Buffy’s
Sl ayer-powered arnms away before she cracks Xander’s ribs.
Sofia and Marie are next, huggi ng Xander as G | es shakes his
hand, grabbing himand huggi ng himwarmy.

Max just shakes Xander’'s hand and nods, but the sentinent is
still there. Xander notices that sonebody is m ssing.

XANDER (cont’ d)
VWhere's WI | ow?

BUFFY
Oh, uh, she had to go, you know,
check on sonething. She’'ll be right
back, |’ m sure.

XANDER
(di sappoi nt ed)
Ch. Ckay, well, you know, give it
nine nonths or so and maybe we can
try again, see if she makes it
second tinme around!

Buffy junps up and hugs hi magain, and we dissolve fromthe
happy scene to:

I NT. HOSPI TAL - ROOM LATER 26
Anya is asleep in bed, cleaned up and w apped up tight and
warm as the door opens quietly and Xander steps in, pushing
a small cot that holds the baby before him

Buffy and the others are there too, but Xander pauses in the
doorway, turning to them
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XANDER
She’s still asleep. Let’s give her
a fewmnutes with the baby before
she has to deal with all of you
guys at once, okay?

BUFFY

(grins)
Ckay.

Sofia |l eans forward and ki sses Xander on the cheek.

XANDER
(smles)
VWhat was that for?

SCFI A
For being the hero of the day
agai n.

Xander nods to them and pushes the cot into the room closing
t he door behind him Buffy |lingers outside for a nonent
before we see her wal k away.

Xander sits down by Anya’'s bedside, lifting the baby out of
the cot and placing it next to Anya, who stirs and wakes up
as the baby withes, flexing her tiny fingers.

Anya | ooks over at Xander with sleepy eyes, smling.

ANYA

How di d you keep them away?
XANDER

Who?
ANYA

Buffy and the others, | was

expecting themto smash the doors
down to get in here to see ne...

XANDER
| told them Mommy and Daddy needed
some quiet time with the newest
recruit to the Harris Battallion.

Anya turns over, holding her hand out towards the baby. The
baby grabs hold of one of Anya’'s fingers, and she | aughs.

XANDER (cont’ d)
How does it feel?
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ANYA
I hurt in every place | could
imagine and a few |l didn't know
about, Xander, how do you think it
feels! Did you mss the part where
my pelvis cracked open so she coul d
tunnel her way out of ne?

Xander chuckl es, |eaning on the bed to gaze adoringly at
not her and baby.

XANDER
I nmeant, how does it feel to be a
not her ?
ANYA
(t hi nks)
Pur pl e.
XANDER
Pur pl e?
ANYA
That’s the best way | can describe
it. 1'"ve got what feels like a
mllion different feelings zipping

around inside ny head at the
monment, but if | had to give thema
colour, it’'d be... just purple.

XANDER
Purple is good, | can handle
purple. It neans happy, right?

ANYA
(smles)
Yes.

Anya stares at Xander for a nonent, still smling.

XANDER
" t’(?sm'ling back)
at ~

ANYA
Not hi ng.
(beat)
You do know how nuch | | ove you
don't you?

XANDER

(grins)
This little express delivery of
baby in ny hands says 'yes.'
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ANYA
Good. | just wanted to nmeke sure.

Anya | ooks at himfor another beat, then beckons hi mcl oser.

ANYA (cont’ d)
Xander, cone here.

He | eans over. She sits up a little in the bed, and whispers
sonething into his ear.

We can't hear what she says, but Xander |istens carefully,
then as she | eans back, he |ooks at her, a little confused.
She smles again and kisses himsoftly on the cheek, then
settl es back down in the bed.

Xander sits down, and with another smle at Anya | ooks down
at the baby in his arns, settling back in his chair as Anya
wat ches t hem

Xander rubs his fingers against the baby s chest, and she
makes tiny gurgles that sound |ike [aughter.

XANDER
Alright, Harris Junior, here s a
qui ck introduction. |I'myour dad,
Xander. | build things for a

living, and |'ve built you a great
new cot for when we take you hone,
as well as a paint job on your room
that is, if | say so nyself,

not hi ng short of a Renai ssance
nmast er pi ece.

The baby nakes that |aughter gurgle again, and Xander grins
at Anya before he carries on.

XANDER (cont’ d)
That beautiful, tired | ooki ng woman
over there is your nother, Anya.
She is, without a doubt, the other
nost inportant woman in ny life.
After you, of course. She may not
have a subtle bone in her body, and
gosh knows she’s done things in her
past that’s make your hair fall out
before it’s even grown in, but
there’s only one thing you need to
know about her. She | oves you, and
she always wll.

Anya smles, her eyelids closing as she wat ches Xander and
t he baby.
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XANDER (cont’ d)
Pretty soon, you' Il neet the rest
of your famly. Well, they re sort
of your famly, but that’s what
they’ ve been to ne over the years,
so | hope they' Il do the sane for
you. There’s your aunt Buffy, who
fights nonsters and nmakes the world
safe for little ones |ike you.
There’ s your aunt WIlow, who's
like Sabrina, the girls from
Charmed and Sam from ‘ Bew t ched
all rolled into one, and then
there’s your uncle Gles, who's..
British.

Anya’s eyes are closed now, and with that sanme faint smle on
her lips, her head falls a little to the side.

XANDER (cont’ d)
But, you can worry about all that
|ater. Right now, there’'s only two
peopl e you need to renenber, and
that’s ne, Xander, your daddy, and
your nommy, Anya.

Xander | ooks up at Anya and rolls his eyes when he sees that
she’ s asl eep

XANDER
Who has, of course, fallen asleep
and probably m ssed the whole of ny
great speech just then!

Xander reaches out and gently shakes Anya to wake her up.

XANDER (cont’ d)
Conme on, honey, you're m ssing sone
quality baby nonments here! Any
second now, she’s going to bl ow her
first snot bubble or sonething, and
you're going to mss it!

Xander smles down at the baby again, then reaches out for
Anya to shake her agai n.

XANDER (cont’ d)
Don’t sleep through the whol e
t hi ng, sweetheart!
He shakes her again, a little harder this tine.
Anya doesn’t nove.

Xander’s sm | e drops.
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XANDER (cont’ d)
(qui et)
Anya?

Sonet hi ng’ s wr ong.

END OF SHOW
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